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THANKS TO SCIENCE, EVEN WEATHER BEATEN VICTORIANS 
CAN BE RESTORED TO THEIR ORIGINAL BEAUTY. 


Rusted metal gutters 


can be repaired 
with Mr Mac's“ 
Metal Fix. It also 
repairs rusted cars 
and corroded 
wrought iron. Metal 
Fix even prevents 
rust from coming 
back. 


Rotten and splin- 
tered wood can 
look like new again 
with Mr Mac’s 
Wood Fix. You get 
a permanent bond 
that's stronger than 
the original wood 


Repair cracked and 
broken concrete 
with Mr Mac's 
Concrete Fix. Then 
resurface and 
restore the repaired 
concrete with Mr 
Mac’s Concrete 
Refinish and Seal. 


a 


dozens of new uses for this technology 
on restoration projects around my own 
100-year-old home. Now, you can use 
the Mr Mac family of home repair 


solutions and get easy, inexpensive and if a 
long-lasting results. Mr Mac's. They're m 


Mr Mac's Metal Fix 
restores, renews 
and even stops rust. 


Mr Mac's Wood Fix 
works miracles on 
any wood. 


Mr Mac’s Concrete 
Fix and Concrete 
Refinish and Seal 
system gives drive- 
ways, patios and 
sidewalks a new life 
and a new look. 


Before After 


Superior technology makes all of Mr Mac's home repair solutions 
durable and easy to use. So you can do more than just repair your 
home. You can actually restore it. Im Mac McCrory, and | first 
discovered polymer technology while working as an engineer 
Being a dedicated do-it- 
yourselfer, | soon found 


the first step in restoring the natural 
beauty of your home. APPLIED SCIENCE For THE HOME . 


Look for Mr Macs products in leading home improvement stores ot for the store nearest you, call 1-800-333-3262 


Est. 1973 july / August 1992 


OLD -HOUSE 


JOURNAL 


Volume XX, Number 4 


30 
Making Sense of Metal Roofs 


Always an aristocratic house covering, new products in the 1850s also 
made metal everyman’s roofing, as this breakdown of the historic types shows. 
BY GORDON BOCK 


34 
Half-Round Metal Gutters 
Gutters prevent serious water damage to house exteriors and foundations. 
Here’s how to design and install a system to protect your old house. 
BY JOHN LEEKE 


42 
Skylights 


Older skylights can be saved by simple routine inspections. With the help 


of this guide, anyone can understand the construction and maintenance of 
rooftop metal windows to prolong their usefulness. 
BY J. RANDALL COTTON 


„ „ „„ „ „„ „ 47 neronr 
Getting the Lead Out 


An in-depth examination of the lead paint threat, and what it means to 
old-house owners, including methods for dealing with the problem. 


BY MARYLEE MACDONALD 


55 


Postwar Houses 
Last stop on the historic house style line. In this article, we look at the ranch 
houses, split-levels, and prefabs of the 1940s and ’50s that combined modern 
building materials with traditional exteriors. 
BY SHIRLEY MAXWELL AND JAMES C. MASSEY 


ON THE COVER: The original standing-seam metal roof still protects this Gothic Revival house 
in Haddonfield, N.J. Photograph by Christopher Hartlove 
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the standard of quality since 1860) 


i= 4 pp | = 


OC columns 


COLUMNS years since 


—Schwerd our begin- 
columns are ning in 
durable. Our 1860, you 


120+ years 
of experi- 
ence in man- 
ufacturing 
wood columns has 
proven that the durability 
of a wood column de- 
pends upon the strength OUR FREE CATA- 
of the joint and the qual- LOG E Schwerd’s com- 
ity and thickness of the plete aluminum bases for 
wood. Schwerd column 8, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18, 20, 
construction was developed to meet 22, 24, 26, 28, and 30 in. dia. col- 
each specific requirement. The umns. 

wood is thoroughly seasoned 

Northern White Pine. The pride of 

craftsmanship and skilled tech- Schwerd's-Aluminum ventilated 
niques acquired by 120 years of plinth and aluminum turned 
specialized experience is applied. member base are manufactured 


The resulting product is a s 

Schwerd Quality Column’ spec- of thick metal and AFE een 
ified by architects with complete mended for all exterior columns 
confidence. Both standard and de- in the above diameters to provide 
ail columns can be furnished from a maintenance-free, seamless 


4 in. to 50 in. in diameter and up base which is guaranteed against 


to 35 ft. in length with matchi i N rer 
pilasters. nu PERG Wate NURSI S deterioration for a lifetime. 


If you are one of our old customers 
during the many 


know our 
product; if 
not, send us 
your inquir- 
ies and orders and join 
our list of satisfied cus- 
tomers. B® SEND FOR 


No. 150 Roman Corinthian No. 152 Temple of Winds 


A. F. SCHW ERD MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
telephone: 412-766-6322 
8215 McClure Avenue Pittsburgh, Pa.15212 
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Dream of a Rarebit Restorer 


OT LONG AGO, I WOKE WITH 
a start at four o'clock in 
the morning and sat up in 
bed, listening to my heart 
pound in the silent room. I stumbled to 
the bathroom and looked in the mir- 
ror. My eyes were clear, but focussed 
somewhere beyond the surface of the 
glass. My complexion and mouth 
seemed all right (beyond the usual 
foam at the corners), but I was breath- 
ing heavily. My forehead was damp 
with perspiration, but a check with 
a thermometer showed I didn't have 
a fever. 

Still, I couldn't shake the 
haunting memory of the visions that 
had jolted me from a sound sleep. It 
seemed I was all alone in an empty 
old house — I couldn't place the 
town, yet it was like any town — 
walking through rooms and long halls 
lined with crumbling, clashing wall- 
paper and peeling paint. Every time 
I saw a tear or a flake, I had a des- 
perate, overwhelming urge to claw 
the walls clean with my bare hands. | 
dug in with my fingernails pulling off 
large chunks at a pass, but as soon as | 
thought I had a spot finished there was 
more. Like Russian dolls, under every 
layer of paper there was another layer, 
and under that one, another, and anoth- 
er. The harder I worked, the more paper 
I found as the piles of debris grew deep 
all around. I swore the strips of failing 
paint that hung from the ceiling were 
laughing at me — it was eerie. 

As I roamed the house I looked 
outside, through the cobwebs around a 
missing window pane here, a broken 
shutter there. Across the street, I could 
see people on scaffolds and ladders all 
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over other houses involved in bizarre, 
meaningless activities. They were rip- 
ping out doors and porch posts and try- 
ing to replace them with substitutes that 
didn't match. They were chopping off 
perfectly good eave brackets and lintels 
and hiding the scars with ill-fitting patch- 


es. They were covering walls — some- 


Angst and old houses. 


times windows and all — with lengths 
of strange, colored metal. Not a few 
were ripping beautiful buildings right to 
the ground. It was all crazy and weird in 
a spooky sort of way. I yelled and yelled 
for them to stop but no one paid atten- 
tion; they didn't even hear me. 

In another part I remember vivid- 
ly, I was in a kind of store, The clerk 
behind the counter was cordial and try- 
ing to act helpful, but whenever I asked 
a question he would shake his head. He 
was calm and wore a pleasant smile, but 
clearly didn't understand what I was ask- 
ing. The worst part was I thought what 


I wanted was right behind him. All he 
had to do was turn around. Instead, he 
just shook his head with that sickly pleas- 
ant smile, as if not to get me excited. He 
was humoring me, unsure of what I 
might do next and hoping I would leave. 
We were all alone in the store except for 
the bright lights and aisles of shiny, 
cheap-looking merchandise. Piped- 
in music wafted in and out with lyrics 
that sounded like “They don't make 
that anymore.....they don't make that 
anymore 
That day I went to the doctor. 
After he probed in my ribs with his 
fingers and looked in my ears with 
his little light he said I could dress 
now and left the room. A few min- 
utes later in his office, he asked me 
to sit down. “He's found something!” 
I thought to myself and waited to hear 
the name for my derangement, but 
he only smiled at me with a fatherly 
expression. “There's nothing really 
wrong with you. Sometimes, when 
were tired or anxious about the world 
or we go to bed on a full stomach, 
our imaginations run away with us. They 
to try explain the problems we perceive 
while we're awake, by working overtime 
while we're asleep. Is anything bother- 
ing you? Youre fine. Just try and relax. 
What do you do in your spare time?” 

I thanked the doctor as we shook 
hands good-bye. He was right, I was 
worried about something. I heaved a sigh 
of relief as I left the office. Good thing 


it had all been only a dream. 


Gost 


AT LAST! 


Authentic, Quality Reproductions 


Crown City HARDWARE co. 


The best selection of hard-to-find restoration hardware available any- 
where. Numerous rare items produced exclusively for us to our high 
quality standards. Come visit us or send $6.50 for our new 227 page full 
line catalog (please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery). 


CROWN CITY HARDWARE CO. 
1047 N. ALLEN AVE., DEPT. J92 
PASADENA, CA 91104 


BASEMENT NOSTALGIA 

Dear OH], 
The article in the May/June 1992 issue 
on "The Modern Basement " was very 
interesting as a history lesson and as a 
bit of nostalgia, since I can remember 
courting in such a knotty pine paneled 
basement. Of particular interest were 
the reprints of ads, I have to admit that 
I enjoy another hobby besides collect- 
ing houses, and that is toy train col- 
lecting. When I saw the Sunbeam fur- 
nace ad with both a basement and a 
toy train I was overjoyed. 

— PAUL E. ROSE 

Waterford, Virginia 


THE BAUHAUS APPROACH 

Dear OH], 

I enjoyed your article on the “modern” 
old-house styles of the Art Deco and 
International Styles March / April 1992 
OHJ] , but would like to clarify a mis- 
conception that was made clear to me 
only recently during my involvement 
in the restoration of the family home 
of Bauhuas school founder, Walter 
Gropius. In 1988, the Society for the 
Preservation of New England Antiq- 
uities (SPNEA), which owns and oper- 
ates the house, gathered together a 
restoration team that included Ati 
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Gropius Johansen, Gropius’s daugh- 
ter, who had grown up in the house. 
When the project first started, SPNEA 
staff employed the same restoration 
approach used for houses of the 17th, 
18th, and 19th centuries. This meant 
basing the restoration on documenta- 


tion and a thorough understanding of 


the style associated with the time peri- 
od. Gropius’s daughter recognized 
immediately that this approach would 
result in a somewhat contrived appear- 
ance to a Bauhaus-inspired house. She 
therefore offered to give us a crash 
course in the Bauhaus approach to 
design, much as her father would have 
done had he been alive. 

Over the next few months, we 
learned that the Bauhaus school never 
intended to create a style. The school 


taught an approach, which was based 


on solving design problems with effi- 
ciency and simplicity. The result was a 
dramatic new appearance for both the 
interior and exterior of buildings. As 
soon as this “look” became known, 
however, practitioners who embraced 
it termed it a style, thereby condemn- 
ing it to convention and conformity. 
Standard architectural features like rib- 


The Walter Gropius house in Lincoln, 
Massachusetts looks deceptively simple, but every 
part of its design is functional. 


bon windows, glass block, and flat 
roofs came to define the Modern 
Movement, displacing the philosophy 
that had created it. The true Bauhaus- 
designed houses were not built with a 
style in mind, but with an approach to 
solving the problems associated with 
a neighborhood, a piece of land, and 
the tastes and needs of the occupants. 
Although the philosophy was interna- 
tional, as soon as it became a “style” 
it was fossilized and no longer was able 
to solve the design problems of the 
Modern Era, as had been intended. 
Also, the photograph printed in 
the article as the home of Walter 
Gropius was actually the home of Mar- 
cel Breuer, his student, colleague, and 
neighbor. The Gropius House is locat- 
ed in Lincoln, Massachusetts, and is 
open to the public. 
— PETER GITTLEMAN 
Manager of Property Interpretation 


SPNEA 


WHERE’S TERRY’S TOOLS? 

Dear OHJ, 
Frank Terry's story { “A Painter's Story,” 
March/April 1992 OHJ] is wonderful. 
As a side note, it would be nice to see 
a description of his favorite tools and 
techniques for removing paint. 

— CHUCK LUDEKE 


Rockford, IIL 


FOUR MYTHS ABOUT GLASS. 


SHATTERS 


People believe all kinds of things about 
window glass. Its expensive. It wastes 
energy. It makes rooms feel like iceboxes 
in winter and hothouses in summer. 
That may be true of ordinary 
glass, but not Andersen” 
glass. 

Ours conserves 
, energy. Ours 
keeps you com- 
fortable. Ours 
cen comes 
standard. No mat- 
ter what myths you 
may have believed. 


Window glass can differ 
in quality as much as these glasses do. 


¢ ALL GLASS IS PRETTY 
» MUCH THE SAME. 


That’s what most people think. But 
Andersen High-Performance glass is 
33% more energy efficient than common 
double-pane glass in winter. 13% better 
in summer. 

In hot, sunny climates, our High- 
Performance Sun glass reduces heat 
gain from the sun to less than half that 
of the single-pane clear glass used in 
those areas. 


The sun's heat 
stays out when it’s hot. 


The sun's heat 
stays in when it’s cold. 


INSULATING GLASS 
„WORKS LIKE INSULATION. 


Wrong. Two panes of glass with an air- 
space in between does, but Andersen 
takes that technology further. 
Besides that insulating air 
space, Andersen glass has a 
transparent coating that con- 
trols the flow of radiant heat. 


PS f, 
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It helps 
keep your home 

warmer when it’s 
cold and cooler when it’s hot. 


MORE AIRSPACE 
BETWEEN THE PANES A, 
MEANS MORE INSULATION. _ 


Wrong again. Beyond a certain width, 
extra wide airspaces do more harm than 
good. Andersen High-Performance 
double-pane glass is spaced at the dis- 
tance that insulates best. Then we fill 
that space with Argon gas. Even if its 


OW [HAT 
THEM. 


0° F outside and 70° indoors, the inside 
surface of our glass will 
be 57 - 14% warmer 
than ordinary double- 
pane glass. 


4" MORE EFFICIENT THE 


GLASS, THE MORE 
EFFICIENT THE WINDOW. 
Not by a long shot. You need to know 
how the entire window performs, not just 
the glass. 

At Andersen, we determine our U- 
values (heat transfer rate) and R-values 
(resistance to heat flow) by following the 
exact standards set by Lawrence Ber- 
keley Laboratories’ current Window 3.1 
computer program. Not all companies do. 

Often a company will claim to have 
glass with an R-8 insulating value and 
still have a drafty window. Because it 
doesn't matter how good the glass is if 
it’s set in an inferior frame. 

The fact is, its the combination of 


f 


glass, frame and weathertight design 
that makes a window superior. And its 


what makes our awning and casement 
windows, for example, nearly nine times 
more airtight than our industry recom- 
mends for residential construction. And 
thats no myth. To learn more, see your 
Andersen” window dealer, use the coupon, 
or call 1-800-426-4261. 
Come home to 
quality. Come home 
to Andersen? 


Send me free literature. I plan to O build in 
City State Zip 
1 plan to O remodel. 
Name 
Address 
City 
State 
Phone( ) 


Send to Andersen Windows, Inc., PO. Box 3900, Peoria, IL 61614 
0032 Copyright © Andersen Corporation 1991. All rights reserved. 


I plan to O replace. 


Zip 


196-1191 


MYSTERY SOLVED 

Dear OHJ, 
In regard to the “Mystery Metal” ques- 
tion posed by Linda Novak | “Ask OHJ” 
January/February 1992 OHJ), the exact 
identification of this metal and finish 
could be fairly easily established 
through research of the design traced 
to a manufacturer. Each builders’ hard- 
ware manufacturer carried specific 
designs in ornamental goods that were 
available only in certain years. 

After reviewing the options 
based on the Homestead era, an edu- 


cated guess points to either an oxidized 


bronze with highpoints polished or a 
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dark statuary bronze with high points 
polished. The company may be deter- 


Horizontal bands of windows and rounded 
corners of this Albuquerque, New Mexico house 


typify the Streamline Moderne style 


Beauty... charm... 
and the promise 
of long life! 

the old “tin” roof 


the traditional 
roofing metal 


The old “tin” roof (actually it's 
TERNE metal), has been part of 
our history since the early settlers 
brought it to America from Wales. 
It has a charm and appeal that is 
ageless, evidenced by its popular- 
ity both as a reroofing metal and its 
use by many architects and devel- 
opers on modern homes and non- 
resideņtial structures. 

Such historic structures as 
Jackson's Hermitage, Monticello, 
the Smithsonian Institute and 
thousands of homes throughout the 
original 13 colonies, are roofed 
with Terne. In many cases, the 
original roofs are still in service. 

Terne will fit well with your roof- 
ing or reroofing plans...giving 
you a roof with charm and beauty 
unmatched by any other roofing 
material. 


OLD-HOUSE JOURNAL 


Here's a roof that's 
63 years old! 


This house was originally roofed 
with Terne in 1929. Painted several 
times since, the roof remains as 
testimony to the durability of Terne 
and a perfect complement to the 
charm and beauty of the 
residence. 


For more information. Call us toll free 
800-624-6906 


FOLLANSBEE 


FOLLANSBEE STEEL. FOLLANSBEE, WV 26037 
FAX 304-527-1269 
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mined through trademarks or names 
on the lock case front, requiring remov- 
ing from the door mortise, Current 
search services or books, such as the 
one I've written, Antique Builders’ Hard- 
ware: Knobs and Accessories, or Leonard 
Blumins Victorian Decorative Art, can assist 
in locating the company design and 
other particulars. 
— MAUD L. EASTWOOD 
Woodinville, Wash 


A PLEASANT SURPRISE 
Dear OH], 
We were pleasantly surprised when a 


neighbor showed us a photo of our 


Painting Terne 


Terne must be painted imme- 
diately after application, 
according to specifications. 
The first coat is to be Terne 
Cote I primer, followed by a 


finish coat of Terne Cote II. 
Follansbee manufacturers 
Terne Cote and it is available 
in II standard colors. It can 
be purchased through your 
local distributor or from 
Follansbee Steel. 


The Brillion Collection 


Reproductions of Antique Wallpaper 
1850-1910 


Victorian Collectibles Ltd. offers authentic 
reproductions of many wonderful Victorian designs, 
produced in their original breathtaking colors through 
modern silkscreeen technology. Patterns include swags, 
cabbage roses, medallions, tulips and stripes, just to name 
a few. This collection has 1377 different wall, border and 
ceiling designs, all originally drawn 
by American artists. 


Victorian Collectibles Lto. 
Restoration Rofessionals of the Victorian Fast 


845 East Glenbrook Road, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53217 (414) 352-6971 Fax (414) 352-7290 


POTTERY SINKS, BATH ACCESSORIES AND TILE 
These durable stoneware sinks can be used as 
vegetable sinks, bar sinks, or bathroom sinks. 

Hand-painted spongeware, floral and nature designs 

add a charming touch to your home. 
Sink durability and satisfaction guaranteed. 
Custom orders considered. 
Prices start at $120.00. Mastercharge/Visa accepted 
Send or call for a free color brochure. 


GRANITE LAKE POTTERY, INC. 
RT. 9, MUNSONVILLE, NH. 03457 


1-800-443-9908 
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Nothing Works and Lasts Like Tuff-Kote! 


For tough "old house" repair jobs, use Tuff-kote & Tuffglass Fabric. 


* Seals basement & foundation cracks. 
* Repairs windowsills & gutters, restores weathered wood. 
* Stops roof leaks, seals chimneys and flashings. 


Tuff-Kote's waterproof patch stays flexible, moves with 
your house — won't shrink or crack. 


TUFF-KOTE CO., INC. 210 seminary Avenue, Woodstock, IL 60098 
Wherever paint is sold...or call 1-800-827-2056 to order 


Quality Home Repair Products for over 40 years 


PARK THIS 
IN YOUR LAR 


Our colorful, 96-page catalog 
covers the entire line of made-to- 
order Marvin windows and a. 
For your free copy, mail the cou 
or call toll-free: 1-800-346- 5128 
In Canada, 1-800-263-6161. 
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house on page 60 in the 
March, April 1992 issue. We had 
heard that our house, construct- 
ed in 1937, was built from plans 
shown in a Ladies’ Home Journal of 
that vintage and wonder if any of 
your readers would have any 


information in that regard. 
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day. For about a year now, demo- 
lition and construction had been 
a way of life for ( ripple Creek. 
Unfortunately, many old build- 
ings have been torn down and 
replaced by all new construction. 
Cripple Creek is now in danger 


of losing their historic designa- 


tion because of all the new con 


Thanks again for the nice 


surprise! ‘If. from all this, you think every building in C ripple Creek struction. We call it “Historic 


—DALE & JENNIFER ALVERSON is being turned into a casino, you're right!” comments Karen Preservation — ( ripple Creek 
Albuquerque, NM Morrison in Colorado Style” and think it is regrettable 
— — what is being done to this his- 

PRESERVATION — Cripple Creek pop. 500). A year and toric town in the name of greed. 


CRIPPLE CREEK STYLE 


Dear OH], 


We live in a very small Victorian min- 


a half ago, Colorado voters passed leg- — KAREN S. MORRISON 


islation to allow limited gambling in Victor, Colo 


three towns in the State, One reason for 
UNDERGROUND WATER UPDATE 


Dear OH], 


Like most published articles on resi- 


ing town in the heart of the Colorado instituting gambling was to preserve 


Six miles away from the historic buildings in these and oth- 


Rockies pop. 250 


us is the slightly larger mining town of er towns. October 1, 1991 was opening 


Fiber-Reinforced 
Concrete 
Resists Cracking, 
Chipping, And 


u're 


use 


ance 
tronger 
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Wood Restoration 
System 


The New Standards To Restore & Replace Wood 


Specified by the U.S. Government, national restoration centers, 
museums, architects, contractors and other professionals, Abatron's 
restoration materials handle virtually any wood repair problem. Results 
are guaranteed by years of incredible performance and our service. 


Liquid Wood“ 


Deep penetrating wood consolidant. 
High-strength and strong adhesion, 
clear, transparent, low viscosity. 
Regenerates and waterproofs wood 
by hardening after penetrating. Can 
be brushed or poured on. Ideal for 
rotted windowsills and frames, 
columns, doors, furniture, sculptures 
structural and decorative compo- 
nents of any size in/outdoors. 


Wood Epox“ 


The most versatile, STRUCTURAL & 
decorative wood substitute & 
no-shrink adhesive putty used in 
any thickness to replace, repair, 
extend or fill wood and other 
materials in structures, frames, 
furniture, boats, components, sculp- 
tures, in/outdoors. Can be sawed, 
nailed, planed, stained, painted. 
Often stronger than the original, 
unaffected by water, weather and 
termites. A NEW STANDARD IN 
WOOD RESTORATION. 


Abatron's 5-can Wood Restoration Kit contains 
& . LiquidWood A and B, WoodEpox A 
and B, and Abosolv solvent. 
Available in pint, quart 

and gallon sizes. 


ie 


This rotted - and irreplaceable - woodwork 


VISA, MASTERCARD, & 
AMERICAN EXPRESS ACCEPTED 


Call 1-800-445-1754 
IN ILLINOIS 708-426-2200 


ABATRON, INC. 
33 Center Drive, Dept. OHJ, Gilberts, Illinois 60136 


Since 1959, manufacturers of: Structural adhesives and sealants 
Protective and waterproof coatings — Seamless floors - Grouts for pitted and spalled surfaces 
Terrazzo systems — Expansion joints — Anchoring grouts for posts, precasts and structures 


...WoodEpox, which outperforms and outlasts wood. Underwater patching compounds Resins for fiberglas and composites 
Caulks - Crack injection resins 


dential waterproofing, the two in the 
May/June 1992 issue are good, but I 
should like to offer a few improve- 
ments. With reference to John Leekes 
article “Water in the Cellar,” the illus- 
trations on page 37 show impervious 
layers below the underground water 
flow. While this may be appropriate 
in New England and other places 


where bedrock is near the surface of 


the ground, it is not a fair representa- 
tion of those areas where “aquifers” lie 
deep underground. Sometimes those 
aquifers are confined (i. e., impervious 
layers lie above and below them), and 
thus are separated from ground water 
that is topped by a water table, such as 
shown in Mr. Leeke’s drawing. Inci- 
dentally, at the upper drawing the water 
table either 


should be labeled 
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“perched” or “apparent.” 

In my experience, both as a land 
developer and a waterproofing con- 
sultant, the ground water (subsurface 
water) that penetrates foundations 
rarely comes from aquifers, or their lit- 
tle brothers “aquitards.” Instead, most 
of it comes from roof and yard runoff 
that he correctly describes in the text. 
A disagreement I have with Mr. Leeke 
is the advice and drawings on pages 38 
and 39 regarding a clay layer installed 
below finish grade, While it is true that 
such a device prevents percolation after 
the initial inflitration of roof runoff 
or ground soaking, it also prevents the 
evaporation of subsurface water lying 
along the foundation that may have 
gotten there via subsurface flows from 


elsewhere, such as neighboring por- 


perties. If we don't precisely know 
where basement penetrations arrive 
from (which is often the case), we need 
to tailor our curative measures to suit 
both known and unknown conditions. 

Turning to D. Jameson Gibson, 
Jr's article “Waterproofing Historic 
Foundations,” on page 44 his draw- 
ing shows the backfill mostly con- 
sisting of gravel. While this channels 
any water that penetrates the backfill 
down to the lower drain tile system, 
it is usually unnecessary for the fol- 
lowing reasons: gravel hydrologically 
attracts runoff containing soil fines 
that may ultimately clog the overly- 
ing geotextile filter fabric, and the 
extra flow may unnecessarily overwork 
any sump pump that's been installed 
as part of the outlet system. A better 


ReHABITAT 


The Preservation Marketplace 


The only national exposition for the 
rapidly growing, multi-billion dollar 
preservation and rehabilitation 
industry. Now in its ninth year, this 
cost-effective, first-class marketing and 


selling event attracts all the “right” 
people — specifiers and providers — 
together in one place, all focused on the 
building 


numerous business 


KS 


opportunities in the expanding 


restoration field ! 
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OCT. 8,9,10 °92 MIAMI 


NATIONAL TRUST FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION 46™ NATIONAL PRESERVATION CONFERENCE & TRADE SHOW 


Plan NOW to capitalize on this 
window of opportunity.Allfirms 
recognized as high quality providers 
for preservation and rehabilitation 
projects are encouraged to exhibit. 


For detailed information contact: 
ReHABITAT 
PO Box 3907 
Tequesta, FL 33469 

Tel: 407 743-6728, Fax: 407 575-4542 


HYATT REGENCY 
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CLASSIC 
HARDWOOD 
REPRODUCTIONS 
OF BORDERS 
AND FULL ROOM 
PATTERNED 
FLOORING 
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1880-1920 
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HISTORIC 
FLOORS 
OF OSHKOSH 
P.0. Box 572 


Oshkosh, WI 54902 
(414)233-0075 


CALL OR WRITE FOR 
FREE LITERATURE 
OR SEND $25.00 
FOR FINISHED 
BORDER SAMPLE 
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> SELES HELO EL LOSSLESS 


REPLACE 7. E ] 
ROTTED SASH 4 NT] 
Any style, any size. T 
Wood storms and | ] L 


screens, too. Costs * 
less than you think. 

Fast turnaround. Insulated glass 
available. Send $2 for literature. 


, lowe $2802 


o 
COEP) 523-4757 Fax (319) 323-1483 


1051 S. Rolff St. 
Davenport, IA 52802 
319/323-4757 
FAX 319/323-1483 


Dust-Free Sanding 


Eliminate dust before it becomes airborne 

Dust created by sanding presents a potential hazard to both the 
operator and the environment. The FEIN Dust-Free Sanding System 
extracts and then contains 98% of the dust created. 

How it works 

Dust produced by 
sanding is immediately 
sucked up through holes 
located in the bottom of the 
sanding pad AND around 
the outside edge of the pad. 
This system removes 98% of 
the dust created during 
sanding. 
Increased paper life 

When you sand 
with normal tools, much of 
the dust created remains 
under your sander's pad. 
In fact, you sand on a "bed of dust.“ This loads your paper up very 
quickly and slows down your rate of removal. The FEIN Sanding 
System keeps your paper clean and your work surface cool. Velcro® 
backed paper makes paper changing a snap. There's no sticky back to 
get loaded with dust. 


The FEIN Random Orbit Sander has extraction 
holes in the paper and pad, as well as around 
the edge of the pad. This design traps any dust 
that escapes. 


Automatic Vacuum 
The vacuum turns itself on automatically whenever the connected 
power sander is switched on. When the power sander is switched off, the 
vacuum remains on for approx. 4 seconds to evacuate any dust still 
remaining on the work surface and in the hose. Standard filters contain 
99.9% of dust 1 micron in size and larger. Optional HEPA filters contain 
99.97% of dust .3 micron and larger. 
It’s easy to get more information, simply Call 1-800-441-9878 to 
receive more information on our complete line of sanders. 
Fein Power Tools Inc. 
3019 West Carson St. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15204 
(412)331-2325 


Why put a new 
fan in an old house? 


Send $2.00 for 
brochure. 


EMERSON, 
CIRCA 1900 
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solution is to turn surface flows away 
from the foundation using a tamped 
and sloped backfill as he shows, but 
that contains topsoil or mulch in only 


the top couple of inches. The rest of 


the backfill all the way down to the 
footing should consist of local loam 
that contains no more than a small 
percentage of clay, and none of the 
clay should be of the expansive or sen- 
sitive type. The only times I recom- 
mend a gravel backfill would be in 
water-saturated soil conditions, such 
as a foundation built in muck that 
doesn't drain naturally, where the sur- 
rounding soils are expansive, or where 
there is an intermittently high water 
table. 

— ALVIN SACKS 


Bethesda, Maryland 
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FINE WORK DESERVES 
FINE PRICES 


Dear OHJ, 
Restoration, along with any new build- 
ing crafts, should be respected, well 
rewarded, and a tribute to the con- 
struction industry. Mr. Terry [“A 
‘ainter’s Story,” March/April 1992 OHJ) 
has no concept of this. His clients 
should have been educated carefully as 
to what was involved in restoring the 
exterior of these beautiful old houses 
and should have been informed what 
they could expect to pay for it. This 
type of painting is obviously more 
labor intensive than new work, 
demanding knowledge and skill. Peo- 
ple who want fine work should pay fine 
prices. Those who want “Rolls Royce 


quality” for the “blue light special” 
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For Sale Architectural Building Materials 


Antique Houses, Barns, Outbuildings 


Wide board flooring 20" wide, hand hewn beams, man- 
tles, doors, paneling, brick, granite, wainscoting, hard- 
ware, sheathing, roof boards, beaded sheathing, granite 
steps, granite fence posts, exterior doors, batten doors, 

table tops, old windows, glass. 


Open by appointment only, (508) 948-2722. 
A price list and house information sent upon request. 


Always interested in purchasing old buildings and materials. 


prices should: 

(1) Do it themselves and expect 
a disaster, unless they are prepared to 
spend the money, time, and effort to 
become a skilled craftsperson. 

(2) Sell the old home and move 
into something more in line with 
their miserly and unappreciative 
tastes. 

My advice to all restoration arti- 
sans, based on years of restoration, 
remodeling, new construction and 
business experience, is to set your stan- 
dards high and strive for the best and 
create a demand for your skills, exper- 
tise and reliability. Restoration con- 
tractors are not “handymen” or “tem- 
porary service” workers! 

— RAYMOND C. SUITER 


Honolulu, Hawaii 


Northfields Restorations 


P.O. Box 741 


Rowley, Massachusetts 01969 
(508) 948-2722 


CUSTOM THE THE “HALF ROUND” SYSTEM 


| WOOD TURNINGS Quality-crafted to out-perform any other gutter. 
| QUALITY STYLE The “Half Round” System has a distinctive look. It 


è Balusters for staircases, decks, ‘HALF ROUND’ also has a distinct claim to being the accepted system 
porches and fences in the industry today, 
z — ' pat to 12’ GUTTER Quality materials and craftsmanship are the prime 
° — yla bases reasons. All parts of the system are manufactured to 
e Fluting SYSTEM the most exacting standards. From selection of bare 
e Spiral rope twist metal through 


e Finials 
e Furniture parts 
— Bed posts 
— Lamps 
— Spoon foot legs 
No minimum order 
Shipment coordination 
Reasonable Cross Country Rates | 
For a free estimate call: 


203-767-3236 


production and painting 
to finishing and 
shipping, every item is 
constantly inspected and 
reinspected to maintain 
tight quality control. 


Its simplicity of lines 
makes the “Half Round” 
System appropriate for 
traditional homes to 
contemporary 


Catalog $2.50 


156 Main Street 
P.O. Box 338 
Ivoryton, CT 06442 
Fax: 203-767-3238 


townhouses. 

The “Half Round” 
System is also designed 
for quick and easy 
installation. All parts fit 
together and work 


together—perfectly. 
y It’s a complete system 
Building products better than ever — — 5 that works better 
our committment — since 1868 “ than any other. 

Quality wins again. 
Also Manufacturers of RollVent™ Attic Ventilation 
System and SunDancer™ Skylights. 


Customer Service: 800-523-5261 

In PA: 800-222-2373 

John Fitch Industrial Park FAX: 215-672-3731 

Warminster, PA 18974 Contact Benjamin Obdyke for your local distributor. 


CHADSWORTH 


COLUMNS 
85 Elegance You Can Afford 


Architectural Wooden Columns FOR OVER HALF A CENTURY 


Economical to Luxury Styles 
a ices DIRECT FROM KING'S, 
THE DESIGNERS AND MAKERS. 
$3” for 100 pg. illustrated catalog (ist class 
mail) of our ALL-crystal chandeliers; our genuine 
SWAROVSKY STRASS; our handsome, hand 
polished brass and crystal wired Victorian gas 
reproductions. Satisfaction guaranteed 


KING’S CHANDELIER COMPANY 


PO Box 667 Dept OHJ-792 Eden NC 27288 
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TURN-OF-THE-CENTURY STYLE 


WE ARE CURIOUS ABOUT THE 
Q style of the older home in the 
enclosed picture, which was 
built in 1914 by my grandparents. It 
could have been copied from my grand- 
father’s parents home in Wellsville, 
Missouri (no longer standing). There is 
a stained glass window in the front hall 
stairway that does not show in the pic- 
ture. There is also a stained glass win- 
dow in the dining room, and the center 
attic window was fancy glass, too. The 
front porch floor is poured concrete. 
The house was out of the family for 33 
years with just one other owner. In Au- 
gust of ‘89 my cousin and I bought it 
we are two of the five granddaughters 
of the family). 
— HELEN PHIPPS 


Champaign, Ill 


The hexagonal tower, grouped windows, 
and asymmetrical plan of this house are 
from the 19th century, but the concrete 
block foundation is a tip-off to it’s 20th 


century construction 


THE POSSIBILITY THAT YOUR 

A house was copied from an ear- 
lier building is an interesting 

idea because the photo shows stylistic 


and construction details from both 


ASK OH] 


sides of the century mark. The basic 
broad, asymmetrical massing is typical 
of many large houses from the 1880s 
and ‘gos, as is the prominent front-fac- 
ing gable with palladianlike attic win- 
dow, hexagonal tower, and large bay 
window. These elements were stock fea- 
tures of the Queen Anne and Shingle 
styles, which were in vogue until just af- 
ter 1900. Placing three windows in a 
group, the same way as those in the sec- 
ond storey, is a pet Shingle device, as is 
using an eccentric little window like the 
lone diamond on the first floor. 

The big departure from the ei- 
ther the Shingle or Queen Anne styles is 


the continuous, uniform clapboard sid- 


ing. Queen Annes often went out of 
— 


their way to create wall textures by mix- 
ing types of cladding, and Shingle style 


houses, of course, were generally 


„ 


swathed roof to foundation in shingles. 
One explanation for the straightfor- 
ward clapboard treatment is the influ- 
ence of the Colonial Revival, which was 
gaining new popularity about the time 
the house was built. Another telltale 
early 2oth century feature is the decora- 
tive concrete block in the porch founda- 
tion. Use of this man-made building 
material was widespread by 1908, and 


didn't peter out until the "308. 


BULKHEAD BLUES 


THE COVER PHOTO IN THI 
Q May/June issue gave me hope 
that I would finally discover 
the answer to my old stone cellar hatch- 
way problem. My 1831 house with its 
granite foundation and stone-surfaced, 
dirt-floor cellar is dry enough, though 
dampish in the summer. Pre per gutter- 
ing and grading have gained this. My 
problem is with the paint adhesion on 
the topside of the exterior hatchway 
doors (there is another door at the bot- 
tom of the hatchway). Is there any solu- 
tion to the problem of the paint peeling 
off every year because of moisture com- 
ing up from underneath? 
—TERRY MORROW 


Sherman, Conn 


CELLAR BULKHEADS AND HATCH- 


AW ways receive a lot of stress from 


water inside and outside the 
house, and are often prone to paint 
problems and wood decay. To give 
them a fighting chance for survival, 
keep moisture sources (such as roof 
runoff and damp cellars) in check, and 
pay attention to maintenance in the 
following areas: 

Let the wood dry thoroughly 
before attempting to repaint moisture- 
affected parts. Sand down to bright 
wood first, then apply a water repellant 
before proceeding with prime and fin- 
ish coats. 

Make sure there is adequate 
flashing or runoff protection at the top 
of the doors. Many old bulkheads lack 
such a feature, and the exposed end 
grain at the top of simple batten doors 
is in a natural position to wick up water 
and start deterioration. 

e Backpaint the inside faces of 
the doors and other wooden parts of 
the bulkhead. This will inhibit mois- 
ture movement through the wood as it 
tries to leave the cellar. 


Make sure the doorway at the 
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| HISTORICAL BUILDINGS 
AVAILABLE FOR REMOVAL 


The historic complex known as 
the Edgewood Farm, dating from the 
late 19th Century to the early 20th 
Century, consists of 22 buildings in- 

| cluding a mansion, tenant houses, 
tobacco barns and sheds. 

The complex as a whole has been 
determined to be eligible for listing 
| in the National Register of Historic 

Places. Individual buildings may not 

possess historical significance. 

These structures are located in 
Southside Virginia near the town of 
Clover, Virginia in Halifax County 
and are being offered for relocation 
restoration and preservation Struc- 
tures must be removed from the pre- 

sent Site 


Proposals will be accepted between 
june 15 and September 12, 1992. 


For an informational packet and bid- 
ding instructions, please contact 


Ms. Kathleen Sowers 
| Old Dominion Electric Cooperative 
4201 Dominion Boulevard 
Glen Allen, Virginia 23060 
(804) 747-0592 Od 


ANTIQUE 
REPRODUCTION 
SHOWERHEAD 


12-inch Diameter 


The most luxurious and soothing shower 
imaginable will be yours with this decora- 
tive 12-inch diameter Country French-style 
showerhead. A unique, self-contained 
reservoir neutralizes outlet water pres- 
sure and lets water fall rain-gentle through 
more than 450 openings in a pattern large 
enough to cover your entire body. The 
sensation can only be described as in- 
credible”. Available in either polished brass 
or chrome reservoir with stainless faces. 
Installs to standard 1/2" piping quickly and 
easily with J.B. Adapter. 


— 
see 1 1 
JB Products, Inc., 500 N. Oakwood Rd., 
Lake Zurich, IL 60047 (708) 438-9100. 


JB Products is a division of Arrow Pneumatics, inc 


“Custom furniture fits your 
lifestyle. Safe & Simple™ 
finishes fit mine. I can con- 
centrate 100% on the job 
because there are no sol- 
vent vapors and no smell. 
All year round, without 
even thinking about it, I 
can get fast drying 

finishes; tough, clear and 


non-yellowing.” Terry Horan 
New England Workshop 
Rumford, Rhode Island 


; 
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Environmentally Responsible 
Water Based Polyurethane 


Safe & Simple 


N Mo toxic vapors W Dries crystal clear 
E No solvent fumes in 30 minutes 

E Nonflammable E No solvent odor 

E Water based @ Easy water cleanup 


For more about the full line of Carver Tripp water based wood finishing 
products, write “Environment Dept OHJ, Parks Corporation, Somerset, 
MA 02726 


Custom Manufatturers of 
Heart-of-Pine Flooring & Architectural Elements 


Competitively Priced / Random Widths and Lengths Up To 25˙ Tongue and Grooved 
Choice of Thickness / Custom Milling / Free Brochure Upon Request 


(804) 574-6531 / P.O. Box 85, Prospect, VA 23960 


THE SPECIALIST IN 150-YEAR-OLD HEART-OF-PINE I UMBER SINCE 197. 
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bottom of the bulkhead is in good, air- 
tight condition. Such doorways are a 
barrier to moisture movement between 
the cellar and the outside doors, and are 
worth adding if not already present. 


WITNESS MARKS 

THIS PIECE OF WEATHERBOARD 
came from a house my wife 
and I are restoring in Chester- 

town, Maryland. The three curved, par- 
allel cuts on the back of this piece were 
found frequently as we removed siding 
to insulate the house, mostly on the 
backside, sometimes on the front, al- 
ways near an end. When we removed 
some partitions inside the house to 
straighten some sagging flooring we 
found the same cuts on studs and on 
floor joists. Can you tell me what these 
marks might mean? To the best of our 


Cartouches 
Friezes 
Centerpieces 
Brackets 
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knowledge, the house was built in the 
latter half of the 19th century. 

— DOUGLAS C. PYLE 

Preston, Maryland 


A c. 1924 timber scribe. 


SYSTEMS OF SYMBOLS, NUMBERS, 

and hash marks scratched or 

incised into wood have long 
been used in carpentry. In timber fram- 
ing, Roman numerals frequently identi- 
fied the ends of mating members. In 
more routine work, it was good practice 
for a carpenter to mark the waste side of 
a line so that when sawing or chiseling 
was performed, it served as a reminder 
to cut from this side. (Sawing on the op- 


Niches 
Cornice 
Grilles 
Mouldings 


posite, good side of the line throws off 
the dimensions of the cut by the kerf of 
the saw blade.) Instructions like these 
were sometimes called “witness marks” 
and were often distinctive so as not to be 
confused with a random scratch. One 
tool designed for marking rough lumber 
legibly was the timber scribe, which 
might have both a point for scratching 
and u-shaped knife for cutting an un- 
mistakable vein. The marks on the lum- 
ber in your house appear to be from 
such a tool, except employed to indicate 


the good side of the line. 


he Parkersville Collection, award 
winning designs from a National 


We offer over 1500 handcrafted plaster 
ornaments for the building industry. 
Custom reproduction is also available. 


The Fischer & Jirouch Co. 
4821 Superior Ave. 
Cleveland, OH 44103 


Bus. Tel. (216) 361-3840 
FAX Tel. (216) 361-0650 
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Historic District, has been featured in Better 
Homes & Gardens and Builder Magazine. 
It has received the prestigious Design for 
Better Living Award from the American 
Wood Council and a Design Merit Award 
from the American Institute of Architects. 
Traditionally styled, comfortable flooi 
plans range from 1260 to 3760 square feet. 
AIA architecturally drafted, builder tested, 
construction drawings are available. Write 
or call for our 32 page booklet for just $12. 
Today! 
The Patkersville Collection 
PO. Box 15026 
Savannah, GA 31416 
(912) 354-2677 


FFC b 
Buy the original, not an imitation 


TIN CEILINGS & WALLS 


22 patterns available 2' x 8' and 2' x 4’ 
+ Brass and copper-plated pattems 
available in 2' x 4 size 


+ Lay-in panels in 2 x 4’ & 2'x 2 
+ 10 comice moulding styles 

+ Pre-cut miters 

+ Fast and easy installation 


+ Shi 
Sen 


any where 
$1 for brochure 


AA ABBINGDON 
AFFILIATES, INC. 
2149 Utica Ave., Dept. OHJ B 
Brooklyn, NY 11234 
(718) 258-8333 


D 


DON’T PAINT YOUR 
— 


Paint drastically reduces 
water radiators and wood en 
onductors 


es are poor heat 


Affordable Ace Radiator Enclosures... 


@ Offer durability of steel with baked enamel f 
@ Keep drapes, walls & ceilings 


7 nto the roort 


oF eat out 


Manufacturing Co., Inc. 
3564 Blue Rock Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45247 


FREE Estimate 
FREE Heat Efficiency Cat 


Write or Phone 
1-800-543-7040 Toll-Free 
1-513-385-0555 in Ohio (Collect) 


| CURVED or 
STRAIGHT 
i MOLDINGS 


Both are yours with a W&H 

Molder/Planer 

Thousands of professionals and 
serious woodworkers use our American- 
made cast iron molder/ planers to 
produce smooth moldings, raised 


panels, crowns and curved molding 


In the shop or at the job site Soapstone is nature's most beautiful, durable, 
and efficient stove material. It radiates gentle, 
even and soul-satisfying warmth. Since first 
patented in 1797, soapstone stoves 
have been treasured family 
heirlooms in New England. 

Each stove is crafted with 
detailed iron castings and hand 
polished stone. Variations in grain and color 
assure that each stove is unique. 

Woodstock Stoves are EPA certified and 
offer both traditional and contemporary 


W&H meets your needs every day 
with quick knife changeover and 
ultimate versatility with all kinds 
of wood 

Over 40 years of experience 
supports our products with a 5 year 
warranty! Call or write today for our 
FREE information kit! 
800-258-1380 (USA) 603-654-6828 
FAX 603-654-5446 


Williams & Hussey 

Machine Co., Inc. 

Dept. 562GM 

P.O. Box 1149 Wilton, NH 03086 


styling, and the latest in clean-burning 
technology. An internal catalytic combustor 
boosts heat output and virtually eliminates 
pollutants. 


2I 


Request our catalog. 


“LAMP GFIATURE® 
REJUVENATION LAMP & FIXTURE CO. 


1100 S.E. GRAND AVENUE PORTLAND, OREGON 97214 ($03) 231-1900 


Our financing plan makes it easy to own a Wood- 
stock Soapstone Stove, with no down payment and 
low monthly terms. 


| Address 

| City/State/Zip 
Phone (daytime) 
Phone (evening) ( ) 

| WOODSTOCK SOAPSTONE CO.,INC. 

| Airpark Rd., Box 37/176, W. Lebanon, NH 03784 


free 1-800-866-4344 


Free 
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RESTORER'S NOTEBOOK 


FINIAL FIX 


ECORATIVE HINGE PINS 
9 finial tops are 
often found broken or miss- 
ing. However, a convincing 
replacement can be made by 
taking a 20d common nail, 
sawing off the point, and 
cementing the wooden finial 
from a child's US. flag stick. 
When the finished product 
is painted, you can't tell the 
difference. 
— KEVIN CULLEN 


Danville, Ill. 


NICKEL TRICK 


We I INSTALLED A NEW BATH- 
room in our tor year old 
Queen Anne using period fixtures, 
we settled on ancient Fuller ball 
faucets for the sink. The old nickel 
plating on the faucets was nicked 
and abraded, revealing 
the brass underneath, 
and money was short 
for a real refinishing. 
However, I discovered 
that I was able to “re- 
plate” the damaged 
spots using a propane 
torch, plumber’s sol- 
der, and an old glove. 
First, I disassembled 
the faucets (heat de- 
grades the rubber in- 
ternal parts), fluxed 
the areas to be treated, 
and heated them with 
the torch. Once hot, I just touched 
the solder to the flaws in the nickel 
until a bit melted, and then imme- 
diately wiped off any excess with 
the old glove. The solder left be- 
hind covered the exposed brass and 
counterfeited the old nickel finish 
beautifully. 
This process cost only pennies 
and involved less than an hours work. 
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Needless to say, one should only use 
solder and flux that have been approved 
for use with drinking-water supply sys- 
tems that are lead-free. While origi- 
nally conceived as a stop-gap solution, 
the results of this solder-plating have 
been so pleasing I'm not going to both- 
er with the real thing. 
— THADDEUS s. AUSTIN 
Saint Paul, Minn. 


PACKING PADS 


yearn 1 RUN ACROSS A NICE, 
solid block of Styrofoam pack- 
ing (the kind that usually comes with 
a large appliance), I hang on to it for 
the next time I've got floor work. 
These blocks make comfortable, insu- 
lated, body-conforming pads for sit- 
ting or kneeling on a hard surface — 
particularly concrete. 


— PETER BYRNE 


Long Beach, Calif. 


1 upside down trim 


Inverting the moulding 
is one way to transfer 
accurate measurements 


for head casing. 


FITS LIKE A GLOVE 

OU CAN USUALLY TRUST THE ACCU- 

racy of rulers, but rarely the angles 

of walls and door frames in old hous- 

es. When trimming out an old door 

or window with mitered mouldings, I 

find it's better to fit the head casing 

rather than measure with a ruler. Here's 
my technique: 

After determining the correct 
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height of the trim flanking the open- 
ing, make a 45 degree cut at the top of 
each piece and nail them in place, mak- 
ing sure each is plumb. Then, instead 
of measuring between these pieces for 
the length of the head trim, balance 
an uncut piece of casing upside down 
on top of the already installed trim. 
Mark this piece where it touches each 
side trim miter, and use these marks 
to make the final 45 degree cuts. Using 
this method, the head casing will 
always fit snugly without trial, error, 
or wood putty. 
— BETH HOSTUTLER 
Portsmouth, N.H. 


FRENCH POLISHING 


O GIVE FINISHED FURNITURE AND 
T pont ee a long-lasting shine, 
I'm fond of a version of French pol- 
ishing. Here's how: 

Soak a thick cotton cloth in 
boiled linseed oil and 
wring out well. Very 
quickly, touch the cloth 
in a container of well- 
stirred shellac (or sprin- 
kle on about % tea- 

spoon). Rub the surface 
of the woodwork hard 
and in a circular 
motion, finishing up 
with a push off an edge. 
Remoisten the cloth 
with drops of oil and 

shellac as needed. 
Boiled linseed oil, 
which darkens over time, 
can be replaced by mineral oil. The 
mixture may be applied once a year (as 
I try to do) or several times in quick 
succession, Allow two to four hours 
drying time between coats. This oil- 
and-shellac polish works best on oil- 
finished or shellacked surfaces, and will 
give a glow that others will never know. 
— DENISE LARSON 
Bath, Maine 


| The Kennebec Look 


Classic design, unequaled craftsmanship. 


| — Visit our showroom or send for brochure. 


IA Front Street Bath, Maine 04530 207-443-2131 


MODERN VENTILATION 


Control moisture vapor, damp 
rot, corrosion, and excessive 
heat with Midget Louvers 
in regular and L.D. models, 
available in aluminum, anodized 
| or chrome plated. Sizes 1° to 6° 
| and '4" Thimble type. Weather 
and insect resistant . .. ideal 
for wood, metal, and concrete 
applications. Universally used by 
ndustry, builders, laboratories 


/ MIDGET LOUVER 
COMPANY 


(203) 866-2342 
800 MAIN AVENUE 
NORWALK, CONNECTICUT 06851 


| 
| 


M a 
KENNEBEC 
Company 


“Designers & Cabinetmakers 


Antique Bathtubs 
and Pedestal Basins 


Authentic, turn-of-the-century bath- 
tubs and pedestal basins. 


Brass, copper or chrome plated feet 
and accesories available. 


Classic bathroom fixtures custom 
finished in colors of your choice. 


Shipments made anywhere in U.S. 


Satisfaction guaranteed. 


DuraGlaze 


2825 Bransford Avenue 
Nashville, Tennessee 37204 
615-298-1787 
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From the publishers of 


Fine Homebuilding 


Renovati 
Old Houses 


George Nash 


Bring your old 
house back to life. 


Experienced renovator George Nash's 

comprehensive new book will help 

you with all your renovation jobs. 

You'll be able to renovate an old 

house to modern standards without 

destroying the spirit of the original. 

Discover how to: 

Rebuild foundations and porches 

o Repair slate, asphalt, wood or 
metal roofs 

Add, subtract and enlarge windows 


Repair plaster walls and wood floors 
Upgrade wiring, heating and 
plumbing 


HARDCOVER, 352 PAGES, 205 PHOTOS, 127 
DRAWINGS, 4 CHARTS, ITEM 070105, PRICE $37.95 
“Plain talk for restorers from soup 
to nuts (and bolts). Here’s thorough, 
| practical advice that’s sensitive to 
both history and budget.” 
—Old-House Journal 


A 100420 
Yes, please send me Renovating Old 
Houses for a Risk-Free 14-day examination 
period. If I'm not completely satisfied, | may 
return it and owe nothing. Otherwise | will be 
billed $37.95 plus $4.00 postage and handling 
(CT residents add 6% sales tax, Canadian 
residents add 7% GST). 070105 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


| PREFER TO PAY NOW 
The Taunton Press, 63 S. Main St., P.O.Box 5506 
Newtown, CT 06470-5506 

To order use this | 


coupon or call toll free TAUNTON 
1 -800-888-8286 BOOKS VIDEOS 


and ask for operator 17 — 


MY PAYMENT IS ENCLOSED 
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OUTSIDE THE OLD HOUSE 


Tough Plants for Tough Times 
by Felder Rushing and Susan Haltom 


HERE S NO QUESTION THAT, 
after half a century or so of 
benign neglect, gardening 
is “in” again with ordinary 
folks. Nowadays, though, how a gar- 
den fits into one's lifestyle may be as 
important as historical accuracy. 
Susan and I are just gardeners 
who are trying to get as much from our 
landscapes as our busy lives allow, and 
with as little effort as pos- 
sible. My tiny cottage gar- 
den is chock full of wild- 
flowers and “passalong” 
plants (gleaned from old 
plantings across the 
South) arranged around 
walks and winding paths. 
Hers is sweeping, bold 
masses of old roses, heir- 
loom perennials, and 
sweet reseeding annuals. 
Both are certainly low- 
maintenance in their use 
of tough old plants. 


Well before then, new and excit- 
ing fruits and flowers were being 
brought out of the woods or from far- 
away lands. From when Columbus took 
peppers and other New World species 
back to Europe, to when they were rein- 
troduced here by pioneers, the plants 
cultivated up to the mid-1800s were 
partly responsible for making us the 


society we were. 


Canna is the quintessential hardy garden flower in the South. 


Many of these plants are histori- 
cally appropriate in any style garden we 
can conjure up. For one, they have been 
widely grown for a long time. For anoth- 
er, they are still useful or beautiful — 
and with little care. The majority of real 
gardeners only a century ago lived a 
hand-to-mouth existence and didn't have 
the time or resources to study the latest 
cultivars. Two examples: 

*Saponaria, called “bounc- 
ing bet” or “soapwart,” was 
one of the earliest herbs 
brought by English settlers. 
The roots and leaves were 
used for making a soapy 
lather for washing hair and 
clothes and to remove 
grease stains from textiles. 
Fields of naturalized soap- 
wart often mark the site of 
long-gone mills. 
Roses are as typical of old 
gardens as any plant. On 
one weekend rose hunt, Tex- 


For the most part, 
Victorians (who seemed to rebel against 
everything natural) considered any plant 
grown before them to be old-fashioned. 
If it wasn't unusual or exotic, it simply 
wouldn't do — unless, of course, it was 
bedded out in a quirky or overblown 
design. In Green Thoughts, Eleanor Pereni 
wrote that “What the Victorians called 
‘old-fashioned’ flowers were really 
housewives’ flowers, grown continu- 
ously and in defiance or ignorance of 
fashion.” Many of those flowers had 
been brought to America by settlers 
who needed a shred of memory from 
the old country. Others were useful as 
medicine, or for making strange new 
foods more palatable. 
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an Bill Welch, author of 
rrennial Garden Color, convinced us that 
when we rooted a piece of an old rose 
(found in a Natchez cemetery and flow- 
ering for over a hundred years without 
human care) we were getting a “living 
antique.” Four of the toughest roses 
still found in old Southern gardens 
include Louis Philippe, The Fairy, 
Cecile Brunner, and Lady Banks. 
Many native beauties are avail- 
able through mail order houses or spe- 
cialty nurseries. Here's hoping, though, 
that we can also identify those local 
tough survivors from great-grand- 
mother's garden. They are tried and 
true, and create a sense of place that’s 
difficult to achieve otherwise. 


Photography by Felder Rushing 


Restoration Glass will 
change your view of history. 


New Lights 


Q 


La 


Why are architects specifying authentic 
Restoration Glass™? Because it’s imperfect. 

Each sheet is made by crafismen, using 
the original cylinder method. Yet this glass 
easily meets today's building codes. And it’s 
available in two levels of distortion. 

Once you've seen the difference Restora- 
tion Glass makes, no true restoration will 
look authentic without it, 

For details call toll-free 800-221-7379, 


en Cp Urban Archaeology 
S.A. Bendheim Co., Ine. Tias 


61 Willeu Street . 285 Lafayette Street New York, NY 10012, (212) 431-6969 
n Bendbeim Montauk Highway & Halsey Lane Bridgehampton, NY 11932, (516) 537-0124 


Push Button Custom Tuming Service 


Light Switches 
DIMMER & SINGLE & 3-WAY 


SOLID BRASS 
COVERS 


* DECORATIVE 


Where things 
always turn your way! 


we turn: 


Porch & 
Stairway 


è balusters 


WESTERN RED CEDAR 
DOUGLAS FIR 
REDWOOD è CYPRESS 
MAHOGANY 


* PLAIN 
e newels 


* CHROME 


è spandrels 
Roofing e Siding Decks © Trim — 


e finials 
& 


Furniture Parts 


* BROWN 
ROOFING FOR HISTORIC 


* IVORY PROJECTS A SPECIALTY 


FREE BROCHURE 


* OAK CUSTOM ORDERS WELCOME FREE QUOTES 


535 LIBERTY LANE 
WEST KINGSTON, R.I. 02892 


800-88CEDAR 401-789-6626 


For Color Brochure Send $1.50 to: 
Classic Accents 
P.O. Box 1181 Dept. OH 
Southgate, MI 48195 
(313) 282-5525 


National Decks, Inc. 
6037 McHenry Valley 
Almond, NY 14804 
1-800-437-8876 


607-587-9558 
FAX 607-587-9398 


WE SUPPORT SUSTAINABLE & RENEWABLE 
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ge 


TD me Oo 


-a‘Tree 
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Raymond Enkeboll ig 
8 The best book about slate 


= — We ë 
RA ; roofs is: 


SLATE ROOFS 


Doorway- 
€ 
eee a 

One of many 

renderings from our 
illustrated Design 
i ija ; 
9 Lortfolio of 


It’s full of well-organized information--historical, 
traditional and 


scientific, and practical. It is required reading for any 
innovative ideas on roofer or homeowner. The price ppd. is $11.95 


how to use our 


augue 
woodcarvings. Vermont Structural Slate Co., Inc. 
P.O. Box 98, Dept. OHJ 


16506 Avalon Blvd Fair Haven, Vermont 05743 


Carson, CA 90746 


Send $5 for our full color catalog. 
(catalog fee refundable with order) 


251 s. pennsylvania avenue 
po box 469, centre hall, pa 16828 
814-364-9577 


Vielorian 
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Durham’s Rock Hard 
Water Putty can handle 
— Many kinds of repair 
needs. It can be 
sawed, chiseled, pol- 
ished, colored, and 
molded. It sticks and 
me stays put, will not 
shrink. it fills cracks, 
crevices, joints, 
knots, and nail 

holes 


WATE 
PUTTY 


STICKS, STAYS Puy 
WiLL NOT SHRINK 
— — 


It permanently 

adheres in wood, 

plaster, and tile. 

Ideal for use by 

woodworkers, 

painters, electri- 

cians, and car- 

penters. Available through hardware, 
lumber and building material dealers, 
and paint distributors from coast 

to coast. 


DONALD DURHAM CO. 
Box 804-HJ = Des Moines, lowa 50304 
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(800) 343-1900 


Bring Back The 1890s 
In The 1990s 


TIN CEILINGS 


ORIGINAL DESIGNS 
VICTORIAN-ART DECO 
Send $1.00 for Catalog to 
CHELSEA DECORATIVE METAL CO. 


9603 Moonlight Dr., Dept.0 92 
Houston, Texas 77096 


Questions: 713-721-9200 


2' X 4’ Sheets For Easy Handling 
Shipped Anywhere 


A. BULLEYE 

B. BEADED CASING 

C. WAINSCOT 

D. BASEBOARD 

E. FINISHED END 

F. BASEBOARD 
CORNER 


e Handprinted Borders, Friezes, Ceiling Papers 
& Coordinated Wall Fills. 


Available Directly from our Studio 
by Mail Order. 

OVER 1000 PROFILES 

+ REPRODUCTIONS OUR SPECIALTY 

850.00 BLADE CHARGE 

* BULLSEYES, BASEBLOCKS 

+ CORBELS, ARCHES, MANTELS 

. ACCESSORIES 

* CUSTOMS WELCOME! 

WE SHIP ANYWHERE! 

* SHIPMENT IN 7-10 DAYS!!! 

+ NEW 114 PAGE CATALOG...$5,95 
(206) 252-8374 
TOLL-FREE 800-627-8437 
FAX (206) 258-4334 
~ Established 1978 ~ 
2820 Rucker Ave. 
Everett, WA 98201 


* In-house Design Service. 


Color Catalog with Binder: $10.00 


BRADBURY & BRADBURY 
ART WALLPAPERS 
P.O, BOX 155-C + BENICIA, CA. 94510 
(707) 746-1900 


| | See SERVING THE BUILDING INDUSTRY SINCE 1929 


i hand ed 
Annee & | „ 
Restoration - t 
Specialists d b 
my ing sy UuUmowalters 


3 VINCENT WHITNEY COMPANY 


e Repairs 
e Chimney MANUFACTURERS * SASH HARDWARE * DUMBWAITERS 


po ell — 60 Liberty Ship Way / p. O. Box 335 
© SERS y See Sausalito, CA 94966/(415) 332-3260 
r: (800) 332-3286 FAX (415) 332-0816 


Fully Insured 


Serving Tri-State 


RESTORATION 


Areo Since 1960 — 
Largest Selection of Antique American Oak 
and Victorian Furniture in New England 


vig Current inventory 
on video tape $25. 
413-527-1022 


SOUTHAMPTON 


ANTIQUES 


f MEG AND BRUCE CUMMINGS | 


Rt. 10, Southampton, MA 01073 
Thu., Fri., Sat. 10-5; Sun. 12-5 Closed August 
Directions: Exit 3 off Mass Pike (1-90) 
nh on Re 10 


CERTIFIED 
CHIMNEY 


ICONTRACTORS 


3122 Route 10 West + Denville, NJ 07834 
NJ (201) 361-1783 © NY (212) 724-941 1 


1-800-432-1019 


Residential-Commercial-Iinstitutional 


7 miles m 
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WHO THEY WERE 


a i KEEP BUILDING 
traditional New 

England homes 

because people like 

them so much. And, if theyre kept sim- 
ple the way they were intended to be, 
they're almost as modern as Modern.” 
This 1960 quote sums up the philoso- 
phy and approach of Royal Barry Wills 
who, more than any other architect, 
brought the traditional New England 
Cape Cod house into the 2oth century. 
Wills was born in Melrose, Mas- 


sachusetts on August 21, 1895, the son of 


George Augustin and Mabel Grace (Bar- 
ry) Wills. After attending public school, 


he went on to pursue a degree in archi- 


tecture at the Massachusetts Institute of 


Technology, working summers in the 
building trades, and graduating in 1918. 

In 1919 Wills began his architec- 
ture career with the Turner Construction 
Company in Boston, a firm that concen- 
trated on commercial work. Though it 
was solid training, Willss interests lay in 
residential design, and he looked for a 


way to establish his own practice out of 


“sheer boredom with concrete surfaces.” 


He was drawn to the small house, partic- 


W 


ben 
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Royal Barry Wills 
by Jeff Wilkinson 


ularly the Cape Cod cottages, saltboxes, 
and garrison houses found throughout 
his native New England. He hit upon the 
novel scheme of providing house designs 
to a Boston newspaper to 
attract prospective building 
trade advertisers. In return, 
all reader inquiries regard- 
ing architecture were di- 
rected to Wills. The ar- 
rangement paid off and in 
1925 Wills opened his own 
office on Beacon Street. 

The same economic 
rigor that shaped the origi- 
nal Cape Cod helped form 
Willss new version — one 
that now had to accommo- 
date bathrooms, closets, 
heating ducts, and a refrig- 
erator. In his designs, the 
formal dining room often became an al- 
cove-extension of the living room and an 
eating nook was added to the kitchen, 
thereby alleviating the need for a rarely 


used chamber. Wills never lost sight of 


the essence and charm of his prototypes, 
though. Generous chimneys and fire- 
places were typical in his houses, and 
landscaping often included 
picket fences, hollyhocks, 
and lilacs. 

During the 1930s, 
Willss designs began to at- 
tract national attention. In 
1932 he received a gold 
medal from President 
Hoover for his winning 
entry in the Better Homes 
in America Small House 


A Wills sketch for a modern-day 


New England vernacular house. 
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Competition. His original submission 
was a prestigious-looking building, but 
at the last moment he threw in plans for 
a small home (designed as a wedding 


Royal Barry Wills, about the year 1949 


gift) “just for good luck.” 

Wills was also the author of nu- 
merous magazine articles and eight 
books, among them Houses for Good 
Living (1940). His writing was often 
brightened by his Yankee humor and 
cartoons. One Wills anecdote tells of a 
client who ordered house plans five years 
before he needed them “in case anything 
happens to you in the meantime.” 

By the 1950s Royal Barry Wills 
Associates was one of the most popular 
firms in America, always sticking to the 
motto No Stock Plans. Though re- 
knowned for small, Colonial-type hous- 
es, they also produced modern and 
high-end designs. Royal Barry Wills 
continued designing up to January 10, 
1962, when he passed away. The firm 
continues with Richard Wills, one of his 
two sons, and Jessica Wills, his grand- 
daughter, both practicing architects. 


Photo by Robert J. Kell 


t, courtesy of 


Royal Barry Wills Associates, Inc 
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AND CABINET} 


HARDWARE 


Our Victorian Door and Cabinet 
Hardware Catalogue has what we have 
found to be the most asked for hardware 

plus many hard-to-find items such as 
floor registers, bar rails, towel bars, stair 

rods and ice box hardware. 


Classic Brass & Hard-To-Find Parts 
Send $3 For Complete Color Catalogue 


BATHROOM MACHINERIES 
BOX 1020-OH e MURPHYS, CA 95247 
(209) 728-2031 


Also- Victorian Plumbing Catalogue, send $3. 


hether your home is on the Historical 
Register, or still on the drawing board, 
Oregon Wooden Screen Door Company has a 
variety of screen doors and energy-efficient 
storm doors suited to you 
Designed for interior as well as exterior use, 
each door component is constructed using the 
finest materials and joined with wooden pegs 
and glue (no nails) 


For complete information and styles available, send 


$3 (refundable with Purchase) for our catalogue 


Oregon Wooden Screen Door Company 


Dept. OHJ 330 High St. Eugene, OR 97401 


A Collection of Complete Building Plans 


BARNS, SHEDS, GARAGES, STUDIO C OTTAGES, GARAGE APARTMENTS, VACATION HOUSES 
also other accessory buildings and a folio of period fences. 


SEND $6.00 FOR CATALOG TO: COUNTRY DESIGNS, BOX 774J, ESSEX, CT 06426 


OTa : 
Wonden Screen Boor 


HISTORIC LIGHTING 


REPRODUCTIONS FOR 
ALL RESTORATIONS 
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REPAIRS TO, OR COPIES OF, 
YOUR METAL ORIGINALS. 

Call or write for details and our FREE 
MINI-CATALOG. Or send 55. for 


our complete catalog. 


BALL“BALL 


Finest Quality Repsoductioas 
463 W. Lincoln Hwy 
Exton, PA 19341 
(215) 363-7330 


with Flashband® 


Asphalt based aluminum flashing 
1 


ey. — 
ef > 
. 


SS tp 


Seals: Chimneys, vent stacks, bases, walls, roof 
drains, roof ridges, counter flashings, gutters, 
ridges, curbs, valleys, fascias, coping and 


COUNTRY 
DESIGNS 


construction joints. 
Easy To Use : No special tools required 
Bonds : water tight to virtually any surface 


Economical : Flashban is a do-it-yourself 
product designed to protect your investment 


Durable : Certified to withstand rain, wind, 
snow, extreme heat and cold for 20 years 


FOOrMASTER (800) 421-6174 N. America 
(800) 372-6409 In CA 


PRODUCTS ¢ PANY 
10 ‘ihe of Sen ice Visa, Master Card, COD Accepted 
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Metal Roofs 


By Gordon Bock 


ETAL IS AN ANCIENT BUILDING MATERIAL. CUSTOM FABRI- 
cated roofs made of traditional, patrician metals such as 
lead, zinc, and copper have long been the finishing touch 

on majestic houses and public buildings. By the late 18th century, 
these roofs were seen in the well-established cities of North Amer- 
ica. However, they were made from hand-worked materials (often 
imported) and very expensive. For the average mans house, metal 
roofing had to wait until the mass production techniques of the 
industrial revolution made it affordable. After 1850, greatly reduced 
costs, wide distribution by railroad, and new types of metal roofs 
brought the advantages of durability, light weight, and ease of 
installation to all levels of the population. These new building 
materials, manufactured in standardized sizes and designs, became 
the most “democratic” and popular types of metal roofs, and are 
the ones old-house owners are likely to see. 


SHEET METAL ROOFS paint or pitch, Galvanized corrugated 


CORRUGATED IRON 


iron, available by 1852, greatly increased 
its durability and popularity. 


THE FIRST MAJOR ADVANCE IN SHEET 
iron roofs was the corrugation process, 
patented in England in 1829. Corru- 
gating added rigidity and 
integral support to sheet 
iron and made it possible 
to build roofs with lighter 
framing members spaced 
further apart. About this 
time, J.C. Loudons Ency- 
clopedia of Cottage, Farm and 


Villa Architecture recom- 


roofing 


mended corrugated iron for large cot- 
tages, shops, and sheds, with the note 
that they should be covered with ivy 
“to moderate the effect of changes in 
exterior temperature.” Corrugated iron 
roofs were designed as early as 1834 in 
the U.S. , and these first black (bare) 


iron roofs had to be protected with 
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Corrugated iron 


Corrugated iron was practical 
and economical and tended to be the 
roof of simple houses, farm buildings, 
and utilitarian 
structures. It is 
installed simply 
by nailing sheets 
(typically 2“ 
wide and 5' to 10' 
long) to roof 
boards or naked 
rafters so that 
they overlap at seams by 4" and cor- 
rugations drain with the roof slope. 
Plain sheet metal for valleys and spe- 
cialized caps for ridges and hips com- 
pleted the job. Steel has replaced iron 
for corrugated roofing in modern 
times, but the material is still widely 
used and available. 


RAISED SEAM ROOFS 
THE MOST COMMON WAY TO LAY SHEET 
metal roofs, particularly with iron and 
copper, was with a seam that was raised 
in some manner above the surround- 
ing surface. There are various meth- 
ods — batten seam, double seam, roll 
seam, and standing seam among them 
— but all rely on the height of the joint 
and its fabrication, rather than a water- 
tight seal, to keep rain out. In early 
raised seam roofs (such as those made 
from black iron), individual plates of 
sheet metal were locked end-to-end in 
lap joints to make the lengths of roof- 
ing between raised seams. It wasn't until 
around the Civil War, however, that 
tinplate roofs (where individual plates 
were soldered together to make long 
runs of metal) were used regularly. 
After 1870, tinplate was manufactured 
in longer and longer lengths until con- 
tinuous rolls capable of covering a full 
square (100 square feet) were standard 
by the turn of the 20th century. 
Standing seam roofs (where the 
edges of sheets are bent up at right 
angles, then butted together and capped 
with a metal strip) have probably seen 
the widest use. Their distinctive verti- 
cal lines are a familiar sight on houses 
with large, flat expanses of roof bro- 
ken by a minimum of valleys. They are 
particularly widespread in rural areas or 
where the ability to shed snow is 
important, but are poorly adapted to 
low-pitch roofs, Similar in appearance, 
but closer in construction to corru- 
gated roofing, is V-crimped roofing. 
These are metals sheets manufactured 


yt) 


with three to five ridges running length- 
wise that add rigidity and create a 
quasi-raised 


lapped. 


seam at edges when 


ROOFS 

eee 
METAL SHINGLES 
SOME EARLY EXAMPLES OF METAL SHIN- 
gles where manufactured by cutting 
sheet metal by hand. One notable exam- 
ple is the tin-coated iron shingles that 
Thomas Jefferson imported from 
Wales for installation on Monticellos 
grand dome around 1800. However, the 


product did not really take off until 


* 


after the mid 1870s when 
machine-pressed shingles 
made from black (uncoat- 
ed) sheet iron were first 
manufactured. They were 
followed on the market by 
galvanized iron, copper, 
bronze, and zinc shingles 
in the 1880s and continued to be pro- 
duced on a large scale until the metal- 
manufacturing demands of World War 
II preempted the necessary machinery 
and raw materials. 

Decorative metal shingles were 
made possible by the improved mass 
production techniques available in the 


mid-19th century. Almost all were 


7 L 
ae The ubiquitous 
standing-seam roof 
> ~ 
above), here in 


Haddonfield NJ Two 


styles of dec orative metal 


shingles (left): Gothic 


and hexagonal 


shaped and embossed, often mimick- 
ing wood, slate, or terra cotta at costs 
the average person could afford. Strict- 
ly decorative patterns — of which there 
were many — satisfied the late-19th 
century taste for elaborate and eye- 
catching surfaces on houses. Different 


designs often took their names from 


the outline, such as Gothic, diamond, 
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Roof Metal 


Before you set out to restore, replace or maintain metal roofs, 


you ve got to understand what they are made of. 


Sheet Iron: The mass production of sheet iron requires 
passing bars between rollers in a mill, a process first 
perfected in the United States in 1794. Plain sheet iron 
was put to use for roofing shortly thereafter, and had to 
be coated with paint to prevent rusting. Throughout 
the 19th century, advances in corrugating, galvanizing 
stamping, and plating made it possible to produce a 
variety of roofing materials from sheet iron. After 1900, 
iron began to be replaced by sheet steel for most of 
these products. 

Tin and Tinplate: Tin is a soft, durable, silvery metal 
that, in its pure form, is not commonly used in archi- 
tecture. As a coating for iron (and later, steel) roofing, 
though, tin has a history that predates the colonization 
of North America. Tinplate roofs were built in French 
Canada in the 17th and 18th centuries. Early 19th centu- 
ry tinplate roofs were built with iron rectangles, rough- 
ly one foot square, that were dipped in moulten tin and 
installed so that the joints could be soldered in a flat, 
watertight seam. By the 1930s, tinplate was also manu- 
factured with the electroplating process. 

Terne or Terneplate: Lead alone refuses to alloy with 
iron, so around 1825 a lead-tin alloy was developed for 
coating sheet iron or sheet steel. Better grades of terne 
contain 15% to 20% tin, and today terne-coated stain- 
less steel is also available. Terneplate looks very similar 
to tinplate, and is often (wrongly) called by that name. 
Copper: Because it is strong, very resistant to corro- 
sion, and easily rolled into sheets, copper has been an 
ideal roofing metal since the 18th century. Always ini- 
tially expensive, copper roofs made of sheet 
metal (which are even lighter than wood shin- 
gles) were not uncommon on imposing build- 
ings by the 1830s. Towards the end of the cen- 
tury copper tiles and shingles were being used 
extensively, 

Zine and Galvanized Iron: Zinc is a bluish- 
white metal that quickly develops a protective 
oxide. Sheet metal roofing of pure zine was 
imported for use in North America by the 
1820s, and has been used sporadically to this 
day. Zinc greatest role, however, has been as 
the protective coating used for galvanizing 


iron, first patented in 1837 using the “hot-dip” process. 
By the mid-igth century, galvanized sheet iron was 
being manufactured into corrugated roofing, and 
shortly thereafter, shingles and tiles that were broadly 
popular for many types of buildings. 

Lead: Used in Europe since the 1500s, lead roofs were 
installed on some Federal buildings in colonial America 
by joining individual pieces with lead burning (a form 
of soldering) to create watertight seams. Historically, 
most lead has been limited to low-pitched roofs due to 
its weight. Lead-coated copper was developed in the 
1930s. 

Aluminum: Until the electrolytic process was discov- 
ered in 1886, aluminum was so difficult to separate 
from bauxite that it was considered a precious metal. 
Aluminum roofing was tried in 1896, sold regularly by 
the late 1920s, and has grown steadily in importance 
since then. 

Monel: One of the “white metals,” monel is a corro- 
sion: resistant alloy of nickel and copper developed in 
1905. It was a state-of-the-art material in the 1920s and 
‘30s and used occasionally on institutional roofs until 
the nickel shortages during WW II stunted its produc- 
tion. It has been essentially supplanted by stainless 
steel, which is less expensive. 

Stainless Steel: Also a “white metal,” stainless steel is 
chromium-nickel steel, which was developed between 
1903 and 1912. Outstanding corrosion resistance makes 
stainless steel well-suited for roofing, and its cost is off- 


set by durability. 


Laying a standing-seam roof by (a) unrolling the metal, (b) turning 
up the edges, (c) nailing the cleats, (d) capping and clamping edges. 
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This c 1900 Shingle-influenced house in Nyack, N.Y. still sports its 


original roof of “Queen Anne ” metal -shingles 


and hexagonal. Most had edges con- 
nived to interlock and prevent windlift 
and raised designs helped maintain 
rigidity in the shingle. Metal shingles 
were laid up much like traditional shin- 
gles, either individually or in in sheets 
of four, and did not require a skilled 
craftsman to be installed, which added 
to their popularity. 


METAL TILE 
METAL TILE THAT APES THE CONSTRUC- 


tion and appearance of ceramic roof 


tile was available by 1880. Copper was 
possibly the most popular metal for 
tile because of the similarity between 
verdigris and terra cotta and its abili- 
ty to take a deeply contoured shape, 
but galvanized iron was also used. 
The appeal of metal tile depend- 
ed in part upon the fashion for 
Mediterranean-style roofs, and was 
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most extensively 
used from the turn 
of the century 
through the early 
1goos, Tiles that imi- 
tated the 


shape of Spanish 


ba rrel 


clay tiles were fav- 
orites, but other 
pseudo-historical 
models such as “Old 
English” and spe- 
cialized varieties for 
conical tower roofs 
were also sold. Met- 
al tiles were installed 
one at a time or in 
clusters using nails 
and detail caps similar 
to the real thing. 2 


SUPPLIERS LIST 
eee 
Berridge Manufacturing Co. 
1720 Maury Street, Dept. OH] 
Houston, TX 77026 
(713) 223-4971 
Decorative metal shingles, tiles, 


Calbar, Inc. 

2626 N. Martha St., Dept OHJ 
Philadelphia, PA 19125 

(215) 739 9141 

Terne metal paint. 


Classic Products, Inc. 
299 Staunton St., PO. Box 701, Dept. 
OH] 

Piqua, OH 45356 

(800) 543-8938 

Specialty metal roofing Systems. 


Follansbee Steel 

PO. Box 610, Dept. OHJ 
Follansbee, WV 26037 
(304) 527-1260 

Terne and terne-coated stain- 


less steel roofing materials, 


left) Spanish-style metal tile 
(right) Corrugated metal roofing 
on a North Carolina homestead. 


terne roof paint. 


Metal Sales Mfg. Corp. 

999 Park Place, Dept. OH] 

New Albany, IN 47150 

(812) 944-1879 

Stile brand decorative steel tile, other metal roof- 


ing materials. 


W.F. Norman Corporation 

PO. Box 323, 214 N. Cedar, Dept. OHJ 
Nevada, MO 64772 

(800) 641-4038 


Decorative metal roof shingles 


Roofmaster Products Company 
PO. Box 63309, Dept. OH] 

Los Angeles, CA 90063 

(800) 421-6174 

Tools and materials for all types of roofs. 


Resource Conservation Technology, 
Inc. 
2633 North Calvert St., Dept. OH] 
Baltimore, MD 21218 

301 ) 366-1146 


Acrylic roof coating systems. 


Tegola USA 

3807 Inwood Landing, Dept. OH] 
Orlando, FL 32812 

(800) 545-4140 

Decorative copper-coated asphalt shingles 


Zappone Manufacturing 

N. 2928 Pittsburg, Dept. OHJ 
Spokane, WA 99207 

(509) 483-6408 


Copper roofing shingles and accessories 
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half-round metal 


GUTTERS 


— 
by John Leeke 


RING UP GUTTERS AND MANY RENOVATORS WILL SAY THEY RE MORE TROUBLE THAN THEY RE 

worth. They pull them off the house, haul them to the dump, and say good riddance. 

Its true gutters are not inexpensive to buy, and afterwards they are a chore to keep clean 

and in good repair. Then why go to the trouble to install and maintain a gutter system? 

The answer is, to prevent serious water damage. At one house I worked on, the gutters 

were removed because they were three storeys up and always choked with leaves. Only four 
years later, however, the foundation wall had cracked and buckled more than four inches 
into the cellar due to moisture buildup and frost heaving in the soil outside. This major 
structural damage was a direct result of the gutter removal, and the cost of the foundation 


repairs was far greater than several decades of routine gutter maintenance. 


THE LOOK OF GUTTERS thetic as well as a practical impact. Many old houses 


TRENGTH, EASE OF INSTALLATION, AND APPEAR- were constructed with hidden systems such as built- 

ance make half-round metal hung gutters the in gutters, or systems that were an integral part of the 

style of choice for many old houses. More than architecture such as those that form the crown mould- 
once, I have seen light-gauge aluminum and plastic ing of the cornice. In other cases, gutters were sim- 
gutters mangled by ice dams and falling branches. But ply omitted so they wouldn't interfere with the design 
galvanized steel or copper half round gutters have the of the exterior. I usually restore or rebuild integral 
strength to stand up to the great weight of freezing gutters to preserve the historic character of the house. 
ice and snow, and their semicircular design allows ice However, I consider attached gutters a sacrificial ele- 
to expand out of the trough without deforming the ment with a life of 10 to 50 years, depending upon 
metal, With metal gutters, a complete gutter-and- their construction and maintenance. The sole pur- 
downspout system can be assembled =——H—__ pose of an attached gutter is the prac- 
from stock parts, an “erector set” The top braces of pump jacks tical matter of drainage. Half-round 
approach that makes it easy to tailor the (opposite) make a handy ledge for hanging gutters fall into this prosaic 
installation. Gutter systems have an aes- hanging gutter. category because they are loosely sus- 
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INSIDE CORNER \ 


The stock 
components of a 
gutter-downspout 
system assemble to 
make a contour- 
fitting conduit. 
~— DOWNSPOUT 


GROUND 
LEADER 


& GUTTER SYSTEM COMPONENTS 


DOWNSPOUT PARTS 


a STRAP HANGER 


OUTSIDE 
CORNER 


A 


pended by straps to simplify repair and 
eventual replacement. 

During the mid-igth century, 
when attached metal gutters became 
common, half-round gutters with 
round downspouts were the favored 
profile. In the 2oth century, “K-style” 
gutters (formed with a cornice-like 
face), extruded box gutters (rectangu- 
lar in cross-section), and square down- 
spouts became popular. From a prac- 
tical perspective, these newer patterns 
work fine, but on an old house they 
“look” wrong. Half-round gutters with 
round downspouts will give your house 
an accurate historical appearance if it 


L 


~~ GUTTER 
f suip JOINT 


was built in the late 19th or early zoth 
century. If your house is even older, 
half-round gutters may not be histor- 
ically accurate, but are less visually 
anachronistic because we're used to see- 
ing this type of gutter on older houses. 


DESIGNING A SYSTEM 


GUTTER/DOWNSPOUT SYSTEM IS 
intended to collect water 
along roof edges and channel 


it away from the building, and may 
itself be part of a larger underground 
or cistern drainage system. When 
designing a system, consider the over- 


all drainage needs of the building and 


Gutter (also eaves trough) — Half-round gutter is 
formed with a rolled bead at the front edge that adds 
strength. Gutter is sold in 10' lengths. 


Joints — Gutter components are joined using either a 
simple overlap or a slip-joint connector. 


Corners — Prefabricated outside and inside corner com- 
ponents are much faster to use than making up corners 
on site, Some corners have integral slip joints. 

Hangers — Strap hangers are easy to 
obtain and may last longer than thread- 
ed post hangers because they flex 
slightly when the gutter moves. Twist- DENO 
ed wire hangers are cheap, but that’s é 

their only advantage. Threaded-post Threaded-post hanger 
hangers speed installation when it 
comes time to adjust the pitch of the gutter. 

Ends — These barriers terminate the trough of the gutter. 
Outlets — These are open-ended sleeves that you can sol- 
have the sleeve already mounted in a short section of gutter. 
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Downspout (also leader or conductor) — Corrugated 
downspout has flutes that expand with freezing water 
and protect it from bursting. Plain round downspout 
is acceptable where freezing isn’t a concern. Downspout 
is sold in 10! lengths. 


Elbows — Stock angles can be combined to 


meet almost any situation . 


Anchors — These devices hold the down- 
spout to the building. Hinged anchors permit 


removal of the downspout for maintenance. 


Elbow 


Fasteners — The slim profile of wallboard- 

pattern power screws makes them less likely to split 
old, dry wood. Buy tempered, high-strength steel screws 
in hot-dip galvanized or stainless-steel versions. For 
fastening metal to metal, use c #10 self-tapping pan- 
head sheet metal screws. Pop rivets are very handy fas- 
tenets and leave a relatively smooth surface. Watch out 
for copper-plated steel pop rivets, I've seen them used 
on a copper system where they began to rust within 
three years. 


the surrounding landscape. I usually 
summarize these needs on a plan of 
the property that includes house loca- 
tion, roof layout, trees, and changes in 
ground level. 

To plan a gutter system, I draw 
a sketch of each side of the house that 
will have a gutter. For my early jobs I 
made sketches of the actual compo- 
nents so I could visualize how they fit 
together. The schematics I sketch today 
are quicker, but they still show which 
components go where — a big help 
when making an accurate parts order. 

Where are gutters needed? Some 
typical situations: 
> Houses with extensive woodwork, 
architectural details, and exposed wood 
sash, all of which are prone to water 
damage. 
> Masonry houses with exposed mor- 
tar joints, which can suffer from freeze- 
thaw cycles made worse by standing 
water. 
> The north and east sides of the 
house where moisture is not readily 
dried by sun. 
> Roof valleys where large volumes 
of draining water are concentrated at 
one spot. 


> Entranceways where people must 
pause before entering or leaving a build- 
ing. 

> Porches — exposed house parts 
that need as much moisture protection 
as possible. 

Capacity is a consideration. The 
sheet-metal industry has calculated 
tables for precision sizing of gutter 
installations by roof area and expected 
rainfall. However, most systems are 
installed according to general rules-of- 
thumb developed by tradespeople. Here 
in New England, 4" gutters can serve a 
roof that is io from eave to peak, 5” 
gutters up to 25', and 6" gutters up to 
40". In New Orleans where rainfall can 
be severe, I have seen gutters up to 10" 
across on 20-30" roofs. Check with your 
local suppliers or roof and gutter con- 
tractors to learn what is common prac- 
tice and sizing in your area. 

As for metal types, galvanized steel 
is strong, resists ice-dam damage, and is 


The top schematic drawing of a gutter 
run is little more than a line with 
dimensions; the representational sketch 
below it shows a building and a realistic 
view of the system. 
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Installing 
Hangers 


HANGER DESIGNS VARY FROM 
manufacturer to manufacturer, 
and each may have specific instal- 
lation requirements. Here's how 
to apply a common type of strap 
hanger to a length of gutter: 

1) Lay the cross-brace end 
of the hanger across the gutter, 
hooking it over the back edge. 
Then bend the lower strap down 
and around the the front bead 
(figure 1). The strap will grip the 
front bead snugly. Continue 
bending the lower strap around 
the gutter, forming it to the con- 


2) Work the end of the 
strap up through the slot at the 
back of the cross brace. Grip it 
with a pair of pliers and pull the 
strap through the slot, tightening 
the strap around the gutter. Bend 
the end of the strap over, locking 
the hanger onto the gutter (fig- 
ure 2). It is best to leave the hang- 
ing straps down and parallel with 
the length of gutter so they don't 
get in the way when handling the 
gutters up onto the scaffolding. 
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Gutter Slip Joints 


A SLIP JOINT IS A SLEEVE OR CUFF OF SHEET METAL THAT IS FOLDED AND CURVED 
to form a coupling for gutter lengths. As the gutter ends slide into the 
sleeve, they overlap within the sleeve, forming a joint. To begin a slip 
joint, determine which length of gutter is “upstream” and which is “down- 
steam.” Then slide the sleeve on the end of the upstream gutter length 
with the front edge of the sleeve tucked right up under the gutter’s bead. 
Next, allow for the beads to overlap. To do this, unroll the last inch of 
the bead slightly with a pair of needlenose pliers, thereby increasing its cir- 
cumference. Then, coil up the last inch of the bead on the downstream 
length of gutter, thereby decreasing its circumference. Last, slide the down- 
stream gutter into the sleeve. Engage the beads first and then seat both gut- 


ters in the sleeve. 


“UP: SLOPE” 
GUTTER 


“DOWN-SLOPE ” 
GUTTER 


Expansion Joints 


THESE CONNECTORS RELIEVE 
stresses caused by thermal 
expansion and contraction 
of the metal, This repeated 
movement can loosen fas- 
teners and even distort and 
crack components. Use 
expansion joints on gutter 
runs over 40’ or where the 
system is subject to excessive 
stress or constricted move- 
ment. Hip roof gutter sys- 
joints as the system can be 
continuous along three or 
four sides of the building. 


BEND 


INTO SADDLE 
SHAPE 


DROP OVER 


OLD-HOUSE JOURNAL 38 


moderate in cost. Aluminum is light and 
easy to cut and work during installation. 
Copper is durable, especially lead-coat- 
ed copper, which is more resistant to acid 
rain and the tannic acid in oak tree debris 
and cedar shingles. Stainless steel is so 
tough it seems fit to last forever (judging 
by costs, it should), All parts of the sys- 
tem — including fasteners — must be 
of the same metal to avoid galvanic action 
that causes corrosion. 

Gutter pitch, too, must be tak- 
en into account. I shoot for a drop of 
1" in every 10' of run, depending 
upon how free the installation is of 
sags or dips. Pitch also depends upon 
the position of downspouts (multi- 
ple spouts may make pitch less criti- 
cal) and the length the run (a contin- 
uous 40' gutter might show an 
unappealing drop). Pitch, then, usu- 
ally becomes a matter of balancing 
appearance and good drainage. 

Last, a word about channeling 
water between roof levels. Don't let 
downspouts pour directly on the roof- 
ing of a lower level. The concentration 
of water will wear that spot out before 
the rest of the roofing needs replace- 
ment. Upper level conductors should 
always pour into lower level conduc- 
tors or continue directly to the ground. 


PREPARATION AND PREASSEMBLY 


GOOD TIME TO SCHEDULE A 
gutter project is when roof 
repairs are planned. Scaf- 


folding may already be in place and 
roofing removed, which will simplify 
anchoring hangers (particulary on 
rigid shingle roofs). Before beginning 
a gutter installation, complete all 
maintenance and painting on cornices, 
exterior trim, and woodwork that will 
be attachment points for gutters or 
downspouts. At the same time order 
the system parts. Extras are essential 
for test pieces, especially if you have 
not done gutter work before and are 
planning to fabricate or modify com- 
ponents. Order at least one surplus 
part of every item, and two or three 


Drawings by Lisa Sparks 


extra for gutter hangers and down- 
spout anchors. Leftovers will come in 
handy for future repairs. 

Typically, local suppliers will 
not stock a complete set of compo- 
nents for every width of gutter they 
carry. You may have to compromise 
on size and metal to find the range of 
components you need, or plan well 
ahead and make sure you order 
enough parts the first time. Buy all of 
your gutter system components from 
one supplier or manufacturer. If you 
must order from more than one 
source, obtain samples first to ensure 
parts will fit. 

While you may be able to han- 
dle planning and preparation by your- 
self, preassembling and hanging sys- 
tem sections longer than 10! will go 
more quickly with a helper, and very 
long sections may require a crew of 


BU HN E UE S 


three. Begin work by completely assem- 
bling each section of gutter and down- 
spout on the ground where its far eas- 
ier to do a better job of 

cutting and fitting — 

hanging the gutter while 

standing on a scaffold or 

ladder is complicated 

enough. For a workbench, 

use a long ladder stretched 

across sawhorses, or a flat 

stretch of pavement. Even 

if you want a gutter to fit a 

curved roofline, a truly flat 

surface will provide an 

accurate reference. 

After preassembly, clean all joints 
on the inside of gutters with a sheet- 
metal cleaner fluid. Spray or brush on 
the cleaner and wipe off. Repeat two 
or three times with a clean paper tow- 
el each time to remove oils left over 


Joining Downspout Sections 


Expand downspout ends by flattening the flutes with 
pliers. Mating ends (like the piece at left) are crimped 


with the reverse process. 


DOWNSPOUTS AND ELBOWS 
are joined by tapering the 
end of an upper length 
and expanding the end of 
a lower length so that they 
slide together. To taper an 
end, grip the left side of 
a corrugation flute, keep- 
ing the pliers in line with 
the axis of the down- 
spout. Then twist the pli- 
ers to the right, bending 
the metal to make the 
flute deeper. Do the same 


on the right side of the flute, twisting to the left, Repeat at each flute 
around the gutter. The result is a slightly smaller circumference. 
Expand the mating end by gripping across each flute on a diag- 
onal. Twist the pliers slightly each way to flatten out the flute, Grip 
the same flute on the opposite diagonal and twist again. Repeat at 
each flute. Fit the two lengths together and fasten the joint with three 
screws or rivets (to permit disassembly), spaced evenly around the 


circumference. 
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Gutter components of, galvanized steel 
assemble reliably with self-tapping sheet metal 
screws and a battery drill. 


from manufacturing. Wait to caulk 
until after the gutter has been hung. 


WORKING WITH SHEET METAL 
OWNSPOUT Sas easily with a 
power saber saw and 4" 32 tpi 
(teeth per inch) blade in a sin- 

gle pass. If you have only short saw 
blades, saw through one of the ridges, 
then stop and insert the blade into the 
resulting slot and continue cutting 
around the circumference of the down- 
spout. Of course, you can always cut 
downspout with a hand hacksaw and a 
32 tpi blade. Saw gutter from the bot- 
tom side with a saber saw — it’s diffi- 
cult with a hacksaw. 

For further fitting, sheet metal 
cuts easily if you have the right tools. 
Tinner's snips are scissorslike imple- 
ments made in a variety of designs, each 
for a specific operation (for instance, 
left-hand cutting, right-hand cutting, 
and circular or intricate patterns). “Air- 
craft” shears are the modern, high- 
leverage alternatives to tin snips. There 
are also many specialty tools for cut- 
ting out small openings or trimming 
the edge of a sheet. 

File burrs off fresh metal edges 
with a round metal file. The few 
moments this takes will save many cuts 
and scratches on your hands. Wear 
safety glasses or goggles to guard your 
eyes from metal slivers, and leather 
work gloves to protect your hands. 

Joints between lengths of gutter 
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Hanging Gutter 


BEFORE INSTALLING STRAP-TYPE HANGERS, POSITION THE GUTTER AT THE PROPER 
pitch with a few pieces of blocking and tapered shingles. (Threaded post 
hangers are less demanding about slope at this stage.) If you are handling 
more than one gutter section, fit the slip joints together but do not fasten 
them until the gutter is hung and adjusted. The following steps describe using 
strap hangers on an asphalt shingle roof: 

1) Attach the hangers by carefully loosening a shingle and bending 
it back. In cool weather soften the shingle with a hot-air gun. Check the 
pitch of the gutter with a level and make any adjustments, 

2) Bend the straps upright and mark where they pass the edge of the 
roofing. Then bend each strap to match the slope of the roof, lift the shin- 
gle, and lay the strap underneath. 

3) Last, secure the strap with screws (figure 1). Straighten out any 
dips or increase the pitch and then fasten any gutter joints that are still 
loose. Reclean the joints and apply a sealant such as Sikaflex polyurethane 
to each (figure 2). Smooth the sealant with a popsicle stick soaked in soapy 
water. 

4) Once hanging is complete, check to make sure the gutter drains 
completely by pouring a bucket of water into the system from the high 
end. If the asphalt shingles are not laying flat, tack them down with roof- 
ing cement from a caulking gun. If winds are known to create a swinging 
gutter problem, make up ferrules of rolled sheet metal in various lengths 
(scraps of gutter bead work well). Install these between the fascia board 
and the gutter at strategic spots using long screws (figure 3). 


Fabricating Downspout Elbows 


MAKING YOUR OWN ELBOWS PROVIDES SPECIAL ANGLES YOU CAN'T GET AS STOCK 
parts. Forming an elbow on the end of a downspout also eliminates one 
joint and saves the purchase of one component. 

1) First, solder the seam so that it will not open. Next, lay out the 
slot with a marker or soft pencil and clamp the downspout in a vice. Tight- 
en lightly to avoid crushing, and steady the piece with a free hand. 

2) Form flanges by making two V long cuts and two 1⁄4” long cuts. 
Bend out the flanges on the top side of the downspout with a pair of pli- 
ers (figure 4). With a flat-blade screwdriver, “shoehorn” the metal just 
slightly. Then, bend the elbow to the correct angle with hand pressure. 

3) Fasten the elbow in position with a , #1o stainless steel self- 
tapping pan-head sheet-metal screw. Use a ballpeen hammer to lightly 
tap the flanges down against the contoured surface underneath (figure 5). 
Take out the screw, apply flux, replace the screw, and solder the joint. 

4) Solder the joint, making sure the solder flows between the flanges 
and the metal underneath. Wire brush the joint to clean it, and scrub the 
elbow inside and out with a bristle brush and soda water (% pound bak- 
ing soda mixed in a bucket of water) to neutralize the remaining acid flux 
and prevent corrosion of the zinc coating. 


and other parts can be fastened with 
screws and sealant or soldered. After 
seeing some soldered galvanized steel 
gutters fail, I prefer to fasten them with 
screws and seal the joints to make them 
watertight, but soldering copper gut- 
ters seems to be more successful. How- 
ever, it is a worthwhile precaution to 
solder the first 12" of the seam at both 
ends of downspout sections to keep it 
from popping open when the end is 
crimped. Where freezing weather is 
expected, it is often pays to solder the 
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entire length to keep expanding ice 
from splitting the seam open. 

For soldering, use 50:50 lead:tin 
solid-core wire solder (bar solder is 
more economical if you plan to use large 
quantities). Acid flux is best on galva- 
nized steel because it cuts through sur- 
face oils, but rosin flux will work if the 
metal is precleaned. The ideal heat tool 
is a stove-heated metalworker’s copper 
or high-wattage electric iron; a copper 
adapter on a propane torch is less effec- 
tive. Sheet metal heated directly by an 


figurez 


Fabricating Hinged 
Ground Leaders 


THE BIGGEST NUISANCE WITH A GUTTER/ DOWN- 
spout system is removing the ground lead- 
ers to mow the lawn. I developed the hinged 
ground leader to avoid this problem. To 
make a hinged ground leader, start with a 5' 
section of downspout and a 45-degree elbow 
(figure 1). Downspout profiles vary from 
one manufacturer to the next, so it pays to 
iron out details on a practice piece first (I 
still do). 

1) Solder the seam of the downspout, 
then mark and cut the top slot. For a 3"- 
diameter downspout, the slot should be 
about 1 wide and 4" long. With a pair 
of pliers, form the side cheeks into a flat 
surface. If the cheeks stand above the top of 
the downspout, trim them down. 

2) Cut “ off the lower end of the 
elbow at an angle. Install the elbow on the 
downspout so that the lower end is high 
enough to support the ground leader at a 


good pitch and clear the mower as it passes below. 

3) Preassemble the joint and drill all four holes at once with a 
long twist bit. Insert a bolt and try to operate the hinge. If it binds, 
redrill the holes in a different position to allow freer movement. To 
get the ground leader to swing up close to the downspout, you may 
need to trim the end of the leader or elbow. Once you have the hinge 
working correctly, thread in a 14" x 3 4" bolt and screw on the nut. 
Swing the ground leader up vertically and add a hook and eye about 
halfway up (figure 2). Add oil to the bolt threads so they arent frozen 


when you want to take the joint apart for maintenance. 
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open flame doesn't work because it con- 
taminates the surface and prevents a 
good bond. To solder, first flux the cold 
surface, then lay the hot soldering cop- 
per on the joint. As the metal heats, 
begin to feed in a little solder and, as it 
is drawn into the joint, slowly move the 
copper along. Avoid big globs of sol- 
der (the sign of a cold, poorly adhered 
joint) and wipe off extra flux once the 


metal has cooled. * 


Contributing Editor John Leeke is a consul- 
tant and contractor who helps homeowners, 
contractors, and architects work with early 
buildings: RR1, Box 2947, Sanford, ME 
04073; (207) 324-9597 


Suppliers List 


BENJAMIN OBDYKE, INC. 
John Fitch Industrial Park, 
Dept OHJ 

Warminster, PA 18974 

(800) 523-5261 

Half-round metal gutters in 
galvanized steel, copper, and aluminum 


COPPER SALES, INC, 

1405 North Highway 169, 
Dept OHJ 

Minneapolis, MN 55441 
(800) 426-7737 

Copper guiters and related products. 


SOUTH SIDE ROOFING 
& COMPANY, INC. 


290 Hanley Industrial Court, 
Dept. OHJ 

Saint Louis, MO 63144 

(314) 968-4800 

Custom metal gutter fabrication. 


WE. NORMAN CORPORATION 
PO. Box 323, 214 N. Cedar, 
Dept. OHJ 

Nevada, MO 64772 

(800) 641-4038 

Ornamental conductor heads & fittings. 
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Skylights 


The design and upkeep of old-fashioned rooftop windows + by J. Randall Cotton 


KYLIGHTS WERE ONCE COMMON TO 
humble row-houses, comfortable apart- 
ment buildings, and imposing town- 
houses alike. Now the these 19th- and 
early 2oth-century amenities are an 
endangered architectural species, lost to lack of main- 
tenance, covered or painted over. Artificial lighting, 
fans, and air conditioning now provide the light and 
ventilation skylights once supplied for free. 

No modern acrylic “bubble” skylight can com- 
plement the character of an old house the way a 
classic skylight can, Old-house owners can save tra- 
ditional skylights through simple, routine inspec- 
tions and maintenance. If your old skylight is 
beyond repair, rest assured there are still trades- 
people who can fabricate a replacement in the tra- 
ditional manner. 

Historically, skylights did double duty, sup- 
plying both light and ventilation where other meth- 
ods were impractical. Two areas were prime can- 
didates: stairways and bathrooms. 

Stairs and hallways, often located away from 
windows at the center of the house or apartment 
building, were a hazard if poorly illuminated. This 
was particularly true in urban row-houses, where 
common walls prevented the use of side windows. 
A skylight introduced into the ceiling at the top 
stair landing provided a solution. If the staircase 
was open, natural light could filter down to the 
first floor. In more ostentatious houses, stair-land- 
ing skylights were enlivened by ceiling panels or 
domes of stained glass. 
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During the mid-1800s, when fresh air became 
an elixir for good health and a near mania, cupolas 
(also called lanterns, monitors, or exhausting caps) 
were placed over stairways. These elements helped 
create conyection currents through the building 
and eventually became distinguishing architectural 
features, particularly for the Italianate style. Later 
in the same century, vented skylights replaced cupo- 
las. Venting hot air through skylights not only alle- 
viated summertime heat, but was recommended, 
even during the colder months, as a means of replac- 
ing “foul” stale air with healthy, fresh air. 

Bathrooms needed privacy as well as light and 
ventilation, so vented skylights were often a pre- 
ferred alternative to windows, Skylights had the 
added advantage of efficiently dissipating the hot, 


humid air generated by showers and baths. 


HOW THEY WERE MADE 


E EARLIEST SKYLIGHTS WERE WOOD-FRAMED 
Ta much the same manner as sash windows. 
However, these rooftop elements were particular- 
ly susceptible to the effects of sun, wind, rain, 
and snow, and were soon being replaced by met- 
al-framed skylights. An industrialized America 
could provide both the raw materials and the 
means of fabricating metal skylights at an afford- 
able cost, leading an 1867 builders’ guide to note 
that skylights “are now usually made of metal.” 
The common choices for framing members were 
galvanized iron, copper and, after the turn of the 
century, aluminum (see, page 45). 


Skylights could be made on the building site, but were 
most often fabricated at a local sheet-metal shop that also 
made metal ductwork, gutters, flashing, or cornices. Skylights 
produced in these shops (still the best bet for obtaining a tradi- 
tional skylight) were usually custom-made. By the turn of this 
century, however, skylights were increasingly mass-produced in 
factories such as the National Ventilating Company of New 
York, the Chattanooga Roofing and Foundry Co., or the 
Linck Sheet Metal Works of Philadelphia. Standardized mod- 
els could be delivered either ready-to-install or knocked-down 
for assembly on site. In 1910, a 3 x 4 hipped skylight with ribbed 
glass could be had for $13.50; adding a “tubular ventilator” 
brought the price to $16.50. 

To carve out a market niche, each manufacturer would 
promote special features: the Anti-Pluvius Puttyless skylight, 
the Cibulus Cushion skylight, or the Patent Leveled Galva- 
nized skylight. Despite the high-tech gimmicks, most skylights 
for domestic use shared the same essential technology, and 
came in a handful of basic shapes: flat, shed, gable, hip, or pyra- 
midal (see Skylight Glossary, on p. 45). Flat skylights were pri- 
marily used on sloped roofs, the others on flat roofs. Arches, 
domes, vaults, saw-tooth, and other complex skylight shapes 
were installed in commercial, industrial, or public buildings, 
but not domestic buildings. The acrylic “bubble” skylight is, 


Restored skylights at the Frank Lloyd Wright home 
and studio in Oak Park, Illinois. 


of course, a modern invention. 

Several types of glass were used in traditional skylights 
in clear or, if privacy was needed, translucent forms. Ordinary 
window glass was not appropriate because it was easily shat- 
tered by hail, heavy snows, falling objects, or fruit dropped 
from overhanging trees. Many building codes still require sky- 
lights to use safety glass, which can be wire, tempered, corru- 
gated, or laminated glass, Skylight glass was sometimes further 
protected by exterior wire screens that kept debris and insects 
out of vents and openings. 

Older skylights often provided ventilation through a 
louvre or ventilating cap. Louvres (many incorporating move- 
able slats) were installed in the gabled ends of double-pitched 
skylights. Metal ventilators were placed in the ridge of gabled 
or hipped skylights. Sometimes a ventilator with a go-degree 
bend in its neck protruded from the side of a skylight. Such 
ventilators were topped by cone-shaped rain caps that were 
surrounded by a ring-shaped wind baffle. Later, metal ventila- 
tors might be fitted with electric fans to help draw out the air. 

Glazed sections of skylights could also be hinged or piv- 
oted for ventilation. The opening mechanisms for domestic 
skylights were almost always manually operated, although 
large, industrial skylights were often opened by electric drives. 
The simplest mechanism was a rod that pushed and pulled the 
hinged section open and shut. More sophisticated, but still 
common, was a rack-and-pinion or gearbox mechanism that 
was turned either by a detachable pole and crank, or an “end- 
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less” (looped) hand chain. 


Inspecting and Maintaining 
Older Skylights 


EGULAR, CLOSE-UP INSPECTIONS AND 
routine maintenance will do much 
to prolong the useful lives of older 
skylights, and should be included in 
any annual or semi-annual survey of 
gutters and roofs. 

Some trouble signs may be de- 
tected from inside the house. In older 
homes, there will be a framed-out 
opening between the ceiling and the 
underside of the skylight that is fin- 
ished with lath and plaster or with wood-frame skylight. 
tongue-and-groove matchboard —————— 
sheathing. Inspect the condition of this finish material. White 
stains on matchboards, or soft or crumbling plaster (especial- 
ly on the uphill side of the roof), indicate skylight leaks that 

allow water to find its way behind the 
finish. If present, a closer inspection 
from the outside will be needed. Manu- 
al vent mechanisms are usually trouble- 
free. If their operation is stiff or balky, 
though, lubricate gears, chains, cams, 
hinges, and other moving parts or bear- 
ings with a penetrating product such as 

WD-40. 
A typical ridge To be really meaningful, a sky- 
ventilator from 1910. light inspection should be done from 
—————— the outside. Fortunately, many skylights 
are located on flat or nearly flat roofs covered with roll or 
built-up roofing. With care, these can usually be walked on; 
however, you may want lay down boards to distribute your 
weight. Also, avoid stepping on bubbles in built-up roofs; if 
they are broken or popped, water can enter through the 
cracks. Inspecting skylights from the outside is roof work that 
can be dangerous, so use prudent safety precautions and 

proper support. 
SKYLIGHT CHECKLIST 

+ CURBS — Unlike modern skylight “self-flashed” units, al- 
most all older skylights were set atop curbs. In addition to 
keeping out water, curbs helped prevent snow from covering 
the skylight. Most curbs were six to eight inches high and 
framed using 2 x G or 2’x 8’ lumber (less often they were con- 
structed of masonry). The curbs were then flashed and coun- 
terflashed with sheets of copper, lead, galvanized iron, or alu- 
minum. Check this metal flashing carefully for broken seams 


and joints that can allow water to enter. 
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On flat, built-up roofs, skylight curbs were often de- 
tailed like parapet walls using asphalt flashing. Cracks and 
tears in this type of joint can be temporarily repaired by using 
membrane patches and roofing cement. However, these re- 
pairs are usually good for only a couple of years. Normally, 
skylight curbs should be reflashed by experienced roofers 
whenever roofs are replaced, 

Make sure the uphill curb of the skylight is clear of de- 

bris such as leaves, branches, and muck. These accumulations 
can trap moisture and accelerate the deterioration of the flash- 
ing. 
+ WEEP HOLES An inherent skylight problem is condensa- 
tion where moisture from warm indoor air condenses on the 
cold surface of skylight glass. As condensation accumulates, 
drips form and gravitate to the lowest points of the skylight 
frame where they can cause rot and rust. Older skylights of 
good design corrected this problem by incorporating small 
condensation gutters around the inside edges of the framing 
bars. These gutters were often integral parts of the rafter bars 
and formed or extruded as part of the same piece of metal. 
Water that collected in condensation gutters would escape to 
the outside through weep holes which were usually located at 
the lowest points of the frames at the base of the glass. 

Making sure these weep holes are in working order is 
one of the easiest and most beneficial maintenance chores, 
Clean out the holes with a stiff wire, awl, or other sharp ob- 
ject. From the inside, also inspect and clean out the condensa- 
tion gutters. 


Skylight Glass 


‘© WIRE GLASS — glass imbedded with a thin open mesh 
that resembles chicken wire fencing. Wire glass can be bro- 
ken, but will not shatter into harmful shards. 

@ TEMPERED GLASS — glass that has been reheated and 
cooled suddenly, a process that gives it up to five times the 
strength of ordinary glass. If broken, the resulting tiny frag- 
ments have harmless rounded edges. Today, tempered glass is 
usually used in conjunction with laminated glass. 
LAMINATED GLASS — a fairly modern product, this is 
glass made up of a thin sheet of vinyl plastic sandwiched be- 
tween two layers of glass. It is resilient and, like wire glass, will 
not shatter into pieces if broken. 

© CORRUGATED GLASS — glass with a ribbed surface 
that gives it added strength, much like the corrugated card- 
has the added advantage of being able to direct moisture 
along its ridges. Thus corrugated skylight glass was always 
configured to drain rain or condensation away from potential 
in skylights, but is now hard to get. 


Skylight Glossary 


Ventilator 


Weep Holes (Not Visible) 


Hipped 


Hipped with 


Turret Ventilator 


+ METALS — Copper-framed skylights normally dont need a 
lot of maintenance due to the protective green patina. Alu- 
minum skylight frames are usually trouble-free as well. Still, 
keep lead-based paints, lime mortars or wood preservatives 
with hydroxide or acidic ingredients away from these skylights 
because they will attack the aluminum. Clean corroded alu- 
minum with a mild abrasive powder such as Bon Ami, and 
help protect it with an annual rubbing of oil or kerosene. 
Galvanized metals eventually loose their original pro- 
tective zinc coating. When this happens and the base metal 
(iron or steel) begins to rust the skylight should be cleaned 
and painted: 
Clean the metal with a wire brush or alu- 
minum-oxide sandpaper to remove all 
loose rust. 
* Vacuum and/or wipe the surfaces clean 
with mineral spirits. 
e Prime with a rust-inhibiting metal 
primer. These primers usually contain zinc 
or zinc chromate. (Two brand names are 
Rustoleum and Republic.) 
è Finish with a rust-inhibiting paint that is 
made for metal and is compatible with the 
prime coat. Metal surfaces will need to be 
repainted regularly. 
+ GLASS — Glass that is cracked (especially 
if it is wire or laminated glass) is usually not 
a serious problem but should be inspected 


This beautiful stained-glass dome sits 
below a stairway skylight in ac.1880 
San Francisco townhouse. 


regularly. If the crack widens, or the glass is loose in its frame, 
its time to reglaze. 

Look for glazing putty that is cracked, powdery or 
missing. Reputtying is a job most homeowners can tackle. By 
the way, the lower (downside) edge of most skylight glass 
overlaps the bottom rail or frame edge, allowing water to es- 
cape. Sometimes, in an act of misguided maintenance, these 
joints are sealed with window putty or asphalt cement. Care- 
fully scrape off these later “repairs.” 

Many skylights were “puttyless” — that is, the glass 
was sealed with gasket-like asphaltic felt or lead cames held in 
place under a metal glazing cap. If these 
felts or cames are deteriorated they 
should be replaced (check glass shops or 
stained glass suppliers for materials). 


SKYLIGHT REPAIRS 


SOME OLDER SKYLIGHT REPAIRS — SUCH AS 
reglazing — are well within the scope of 
the average old-house restorer’s skills. To 
replace broken glass or missing putty, you 
must first remove the glazing bar cap. 
This will probably be a V-shaped metal 
channel fitted over the support bars (the 
muntin-like members that enframe the 
window). These caps will be held in place 
by clips, tabs, riveted cleats, or screws. 


Clips and screws can be removed or 


Photograph by J. Randall Cotton 
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backed out, but rivets will need to be 
snipped or drilled. 

Carefully scrape away the old putty 
or felt seals and remove the glass. Don't for- 
get to also scrape away the back putty on 
the underside of the glass. Replacement 
glass that exactly matches the original may 
be hard to find. Check the Yellow Pages un- 
der “Glass” for local suppliers. Shops that 
replace automobile glass will usually stock 
and cut laminated glass. Wire glass is still 
available, although most of it is now made in 
Japan. Corrugated glass will be even harder 
to obtain. 

Reputtying is a relatively simple — but critical — re- 
pair. Use standard, high-quality glazing compound. The ba- 
sics are the same as for a metal casement window, but one 
point deserves reiterating here. Dont forget to back putty the 
glass — that is, lay a bead of compound on the glazing bars 
that meet the backside of the glass. This will serve to both 
cushion and thoroughly seal the glass. 

Finally, reinstall the glazing-bar cap. If rivets or clips 
were snipped in removing the cap, you may not be able to 
reuse them. An acceptable alternative is to caulk the window 
with a silicone sealant after cleaning the joint with rubbing 
(denatured) alcohol. Buy the best silicone sealant available; the 


initial investment will pay for itself in durability. 

An ambitious or experienced restorer may want to 
tackle repairs to broken rivets, split solder joints, or torn sky- 
light flashing. Spot welding or soldering can correct many of 
these problems, but usually these are jobs for a good metal- 
worker or roofer 
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Manually operated rack-and-pinion skylight vents are 
common, and should be lubricated with penetrating oil where 


Replacing 
Old 
Skylights 


E VENTUALLY, OLD 
skylights will 
wear out. If the wood 
or metal framework 
is extensively rotted, 
corroded or broken, 
or if there are struc- 
tural failures, it may 
be less expensive to 
replace the skylight. A good time to do this is when the roof 
itself is being replaced since the skylight curbs and flashing 
will be exposed. 

Who can replicate old skylights? Look for an old-time 
sheet-metal shop or contractor that specializes in metal roofs. 
Check the Yellow Pages, or your regional contractor's Blue 
Book, under “Skylights”, “Sheet Metal”, “Roofing Contrac- 
tors, Metal”, or “Specialty Roofing.” A local preservation or- 
ganization might be able to refer you to an appropriate 
craftsperson. Once you've found someone who can do the 
work, here's some additional points to remember: 

Ask the contractor for references from similar jobs, and 
dont hesitate to inspect other skylights he’s made. 

Get written estimates from several contractors (these should 
be provided at no cost). Replicating a skylight can be expen- 
sive, and you can save a considerable amount by getting bids. 
e Obtain a written contract for the work. The contract should 
include a detailed account of the scope of work, the methods 
and materials to be used, and state how add-on costs are to be 
handled. When an old skylight is removed there may be hid- 
den conditions — rotted curbs or roof sheathing, for example 
— that require additional work to correct. 

* Specify 16 oz. or thicker copper for replacement skylights. 
Galvanized metal should be 24-gauge or heavier. 

Make sure skylight glass is one of the safety types: wire, lam- 
inate, tempered, or a combination of these. 

* Provide for condensation run-off in skylight designs by includ- 
ing weep holes, condensation gutters, and similar features. fi 


Thanks to Bill Wagner for providing much of the information in this article 
His sheet-metal shop, which specializes in fabricating traditional skylights, is at: 
Albert / Wagner and Son, 3762 North Clark Street Dept. OHJ, Chicago, IL 
60613, (312) 935-1414. Other firms that can fabricate metal skylights: 


moving parts meet. 


J. S. Wagner Company, Inc. Fisher Skylights 

4909 46th Ave. Dept. OHJ o Snake Hill Rd. Dept. OHJ 
Hyattsville, MD 20781 West Nyack, NY 10994 
(301) 927-9030 (914) 358-9000 
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Have you talked with lead abate- 
asked. 


“Yes, but they te too expensive, and 


ment contractors? 


the changes they want to make would ruin 
our house.” 

Bids for lead abatement had ranged 
from $36,500 to $40,000. The contrac- 
tors wanted to remove all doors and 
mouldings to strip them off site. Vinyl 
replacement windows would take the 
place of two-over-two double hungs. The 
contractors advised covering walls with 
vinyl wallpaper, and sandblasting radia- 
tors. The mantels would have to go, and 
the stair balusters laboriously stripped. 
While work was underway, the family 
would have to move out — for an esti- 
mated two months. 

When people call me with ques- 
tions about lead at the Building Research 
Council, the first advice I give is, “Don't 
panic.” Lead paint can be managed in 
place: In many cases, its safer to leave it 
where it is rather than remove it. Howey- 
er, if your home has a lead problem, don't 
do any construction, paint stripping, 


Photograph by City Builders, Baltimore 


sanding, plaster demolition, or repainting 
until you understand how these activities 
can be done safely. 


What Causes Lead Poisoning? 


LEAD COMES FROM FOUR 
sources — canned food, paint, 
drinking water, and dust. Of- 
ten the most hazardous form 
of lead is dust, which is always 
present in old homes, especial- 
ly during renovation. 

Changes in federal law 
have reduced lead exposure 


Lead 


poisoning has dropped from 6 


from all four sources. 


to 8 percent in the 1970s to i to 
2 percent in the 19808. But fed- 
eral law alone cannot reduce 


Abatement contractors are used to 
working in low-income housing, 
where it’s standard procedure to 
remove architectural components 


and replace them. 
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OU VE GOT TO HELP ME. WE'RE IN THE MIDDLE 
of restoring an old house in St. Louis, and 
we ve just found out our kids have been lead 
poisoned.” The woman on the phone sound- 
ed frantic and ridden with guilt. 


the hazards closest to home. If your reno- 
vation has included these activities, the 
building should be checked for possible 
lead problems: 
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* Dry-sanding floors 

e Dry-sanding paint prior to repainting 
* Dry-scraping loose paint 

e Using a heat plate or heat gun and 
dry-sweeping the residue 

* Plaster demolition 

* Drilling through painted surfaces 


F CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF SIX OR 
| fea are exposed to lead, the expo- 
sure can have long-term consequences. 
Children are at risk because their nervous 
systems and brains are still developing. 


Mothers whose blood lead levels are high 


Candidate for lead abatement? In New Orleans, 60 to 70 
percent of the housing contains lead paint — a hazard even in 
affluent areas, as it is in deteriorated housing 


can also endanger development of the fe- 
tus, Lead damages a child's brain by dis- 
rupting the formation of neurons and 
their connections. Even those with moder- 
ate exposures can have damage to the kid- 
neys, blood, and central nervous system. 
The Agency for Toxic Substances 
and Disease Registry (ATSDR) estimates 
that 3 to 4 million children in the United 
States suffer adverse health effects from 
lead exposure. 
Children can be exposed to lead in 
the home through different “pathways.” 


The first pathway is chalking paint. Out- 
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side a building, rain washes off sunlight- 
degraded resins, exposing lead particles 
which fall as dust. Interiors are shaded 
from ultraviolet rays so resins dont break 
down as rapidly, but dust from deteriorat- 
ed paint in window wells can enter the 
house. 

The second pathway for children’s 
exposure is chewing on building surfaces. 
Richard Morris, Senior Technical Advi- 
sor for the National Association of 
Home Builders, thinks its most likely kids 
would chew on window sills, but when 
children are teething (between 8 and 12 
months), parental supervi- 
sion, or using a playpen, can 
reduce the risk from this 
source. 

The third pathway is 
children eating paint chips. 
A small number of children 
(8 percent) have a psycho- 
logical problem called 
“pica.” Children with pica 
eat non-food substances, 
such as dirt and paint chips. 

The fourth lead path- 
way is from exterior lead 
dust. Children become ex- 
posed when they play out- 
side or track dirt in on their 
shoes. Lead dust comes 
from auto emissions. Stud- 
ies in the 1980s found thar 
lead concentrations in in- 
ner-city soils were much 
higher than in low traffic, 
rural areas. Dust particles 
from this source are extremely small, and 
readily absorbed through the child's in- 
testinal tract. Lead dust accumulating on 
objects on the floor is an important path- 
way. If children pick things up off the 
floor and chew on them to relieve the dis- 
comfort of new teeth, or if they suck their 
thumbs, this “hand-to-mouth” behavior 
can expose them to the lead hazard. 

Of all the pathways, hand-to-mouth 
behavior and ingestion of dust particles 
seems to be the most important pathway. 
Thats why children in a house undergo- 


ing restoration are at such high risk. 


Lead in paint: Architectural paint can be a 
source of lead in historic houses if the 
paint is badly deteriorated and peeling, 
Lead paint was used until the late 1970s. If 
you live in an old house, you can assume it 
has lead paint on some, if not all, surfaces. 

Jim McCabe, head of City Builders 
in Baltimore, is in charge of lead abate- 
ment in the city’s low-income housing 
units. “In Baltimore,” says Jim, “we're find- 
ing lead on any surface that would have re- 
quired a gloss paint.” Lead lurks on interi- 
or wood trim, in kitchens, baths, and the 
entryway wainscots. 

In Massachusetts, state regulations 
for lead prevention require all homeown- 
ers (or landlords) with children under the 
age of six to do lead abatement. The state 
law requires lead abatement on: 
all peeling or loose paint, plaster, or put- 
ty on the interior or exterior; 

* windows with sills 5 feet or less from the 
floor; 

* window surfaces that are movable or 
come in contact with movable surfaces; 
all chewable surfaces that stick out 14 
inch or more, and that are below 5'4". 

In Massachusetts, the law is inter- 
preted to include doors, door frames, the 
face of window casings, window putty, 
movable window sash, stair rails, stair 
spindles, stair treads from the tread to the 
lip and to the riser and below. Porch rail- 
ings are also included because they could 
be chewed. Even mantels require abate- 
ment if they have lead paint, chewable sur- 
faces, and are below the 5'4” height limit. 


Lead Paint Abatement 


BEFORE YOU BEGIN REMOVING PAINT, 
find out if the paint contains enough lead 
to be considered hazardous. (See “Test- 
ing for Lead. Then decide which abate- 
ment strategy is best for each area where 
lead paint is found. 


Mechanical removal. Mechanical re- 
moval methods are generally not recom- 
mended. Scraping generates chips. Dry- 
sanding produces lead dust, which can be 
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tracked throughout the house. Water 
blasting or grit blasting can scatter chips, 
and its not good for the building. 

Scraping molten paint with the aid 
of a heating coil or air gun can be accept- 
able if it has a low level heating element 
with temperature below 1,000 degrees F. 
Heat plates typically range from 500 to 
800 degrees F. Heat guns are from 500 to 
750 degrees F. Temperatures at these lev- 
els don't vaporize lead. If you use this 
method, wear a respirator. Seal off the 
room, including the grilles for the warm- 
air heating system. 


Chemical removal. Chemical removal, in 
some states, is limited to caustic based 
strippers. These are okay if neutralized 
properly. Methylene chloride-based strip- 
pers, because they contain a known car- 
cinogen, cannot be used in some states. 

Off-site dipping can be used for eas- 
ily removable components. Doors are eas- 
iest to move to an off-site location. Label 
doors before you take them away. The 
stripping company should have tanks 
large enough to submerge a door. Trim 
(built-up mouldings around doors and 
windows, baseboards) is another story. 
Its hard to take off painted trim without 


O 


methods of paint removal. 


Leaded gasoline was the source of much of the 
lead in soil. In rural areas (Jonesboro, 
Tennessee, above), soil is less likely fo contain 
lead because traffic volume was historically low. 


splitting it. 


Encapsulation. Another strategy you can 
use is encapsulation, which captures the 
true spint of conservation, You conserve 
what is there by “mothballing it” until a 
time when children are older. For exam- 
ple, when kids are over 7, there is little 
danger that intact paint on a marbleized 
mantel or door can do them any harm. 


HJ has been quiet on the lead abatement issue in recent months — 
uncharacteristically, as we were the first consumer magazine to 
target lead poisoning as a renovation hazard, and to describe safer 


Since those days, however, the lead scare has reached a fever pitch, especially in such 
states as Massachusetts and Maryland, where owners of immaculate older homes are 
counselled by their attorneys not to rent to couples with children lest they be sued down 
the road. In such a climate, it seemed virtually impossible for us to give how-to advice 

without being condemned for “making light” of the hazard. 
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But enough. If you own an old house, you may be ex- 
posed to lead paint, or to laws about lead paint, and we owe 
it to you to explain the matter in a non-hysterical and prac- 

tical way. Not concerned with “abatement”? — if your 
renovation includes paint stripping (for aesthetic rea- 
sons), you will be working with lead paint and you may 

cleanse ution a ware e 

One caveat: Stripping leaded paint i is no job for 


a woman who is considering pregnancy or who is pregnant, and it's 
not a job for a family with young children. That’s no hedge statement — I tru- 
ly believe it. Some risks are not worth taking; the house will wait, as it waited 


for you. 


— Patricia Poore 
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Protect kids by encapsulating known 
hazards. A fireplace or radiator, for in- 
stance, can be covered with a sheet-metal 
surround until kids are past the danger 
point. 

To cover walls with loose or flaking 
plaster, you can use an encapsulant such 
the Glid-Wall system: A vapor barrier 
paint (Insulaid, made by Glidden) is 
rolled on the wall, and while it is still wet, 
it is covered with a fabric covering. You 
can put wallpaper over it. (In court-man- 
dated lead abatement, regular wallpaper is 
not acceptable because the surface has to 
be washable and easy to maintain.) 

Additional layers of latex paint dont 
count as encapsulation in some states. 
However, where it’s accepted, an addi- 
tional latex or oil-based paint coating 
provides adequate protection. 

Under an encapsulation scenario, 
floors could be covered with 12-foot-wide 
linoleum that is tucked under quarter- 
round at the edges of the room, but not 
attached with mastic, rendering it re- 
versible. Other options for floors include 
wet-buffing them to remove dust and dirt, 
then coating with polyurethane or paint. 

‘inyl siding, technically acceptable, 
is not recommended for historic build- 
ings. A better approach is to safely strip 
the paint, preserving a small area for paint 
chronology. 


Replacement. If you cant do anything 
else except replace parts, store them in an 
area for later reinstallation when the chil- 
dren are grown. 

Baltimore, which in the past has re- 
placed doors, windows, baseboards, and 
mouldings, is currently moving away 
from wholesale replacement. They still 
replace windows, because they believe 
windows are the major source of the lead 
problem, but they are taking a more “rea- 
soned preventive-maintenance ap- 


proach.” 


ABATEMENT PRIORITIES 


IF YOU ARE LIVING IN YOUR HOME, YOU 
would obviously prefer not to move out 


while abatement is going on. If your child 
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chips. The sample must be 1x 1inch 
square and include all paint layers 
down to the wood substrate, but no 


accepted in Maryland, but it is ac- 
cepted in some other states for 
screening only. A few drops of 8% 
sodium sulfide solution are placed on 
a paint sample having all the surface 
layers exposed, The tester is sup- 
posed to observe whether the solu- 
tion turns grey. Accurate interpre- 
tation is difficult with dark paints 
and can give false positives. An over- 
the-counter lead testing kit, such as 
“Lead Test,” is also considered inac- 
curate, according to Jim McCabe, 
because it will react with lead dust. 

Immediately after you finish 
cleaning a room, test to see what 
levels of dust remain. Take a couple 
of samples from the floor, the win- 
dow sill, and the window well. 

Addresses of 300- plus test lab- 
oratories are published in the Direc- 
tory of Testing Laboratories, ASTM, 
1916 Race Street, Philadelphia, PA 
19103; (215) 299-5400; $55. Your local 
library may also have a copy. 


has blood lead levels under 10 micro- 
grams per deciliter, moving may not be 
necessary if you are willing to tackle a ma- 
jor clean-up quickly and carefully. 

For interior work, before you do any 
paint removal or encapsulation, follow 
the suggestions in “Low-Tech Abate- 
ment.” After cleaning, use the paint re- 
moval or encapsulation strategies out- 
lined above. Protect children by sealing 
off the room you are working on and fol- 
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lowing clean work procedures. 

If youre having work done outside, 
make sure windows stay shut. Lead fumes 
and dust may drift indoors. I recently 
heard from a family whose child had ele- 
vated blood lead levels from paint scrap- 
ing and sanding on the exterior of their 
neighbor's house. Windows were open, 
and dust drifted into the babys room. 

Make sure you don't contaminate 
soil around the house. Layers of polyethy- 
lene can be placed on the ground and 
tacked to the side of the house. For safety, 
cover the polyethylene with painters’ 
tarps, or the surface will be slippery. Keep 
cats and dogs away from work areas. 
Wash them frequently so they do not 
bring dust inside the house. Make sure 
you take measures to remove or bury con- 
taminated soil. You don't want your chil- 
dren exposed to lead dust outside. 


Keeping the House Clean 
AFTER ABATEMENT AND MINOR REMODEL- 
ing needed to make the house safe, make 
sure the house stays clean. Wash and rinse 
floors and baseboards once or twice a 
week with a grease-cutting agent, such as 


Soilax, or a strong detergent. Dust tops of 


doorways with a damp rag, Change fur- 


nace filters regularly so dust doesnt circu- 
late through the heating systems. You 
might even consider installing an electro- 
static precipitator on the furnace. This 
will capture small lead particles that can 
remain suspended in the air for three years. 

When washing floors, use sponge 
mops, not rag mops. You have to be able 
to wring out excess water and mop with 
clean water. With a rag mop, youre more 
likely to spread dust around, not eliminate 
it. Wash down steps leading into and out 
of the house frequently, Wet down the 
broom before you sweep. 

In urban areas, do a neighborhood 
cleanup if soil lead levels test high. Check 


parking areas for exposed dirt, and resod. 
Use borders to prevent lead-contaminated 


soil from washing onto sidewalks. 
Behavioral changes can help too. 
Leave shoes at the front door. Cover area 
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rugs where a baby or toddler plays with 
clean blankets. If you have a crawling baby, 
wash his hands several times a day. Wash 
off pacifiers that fall on the floor. 
Continue to monitor the children’s 
blood lead levels. If they remain high, 
check other sources of contamination, 
such as a babysitter’s, the neighbor's yard, 


or the day-care center. 


If Your Child 
Tests Positive 


hat is a “dangerous” blood 

lead level? In the early 1960s, 
the Centers for Disease Control set 
60 micrograms per deciliter of blood 
as the danger level. In the early 1980s, 
the level was dropped to 25 micro- 
grams per deciliter. The CDC recently 
lowered its danger level to 10 micro- 
grams per deciliter. (The average 
background blood lead level for chil- 
dren is 8.) The new CDC guidelines say 
that children with levels of 10 or 
above should be rescreened every 3 
to 4 months. “At levels of 15 or more,” 
according to Catherine Staes of the 
CDC, “children should be rescreened, 
and the local health department 
should check the children’s nutrition- 
al level and look for sources of lead.” 
Children with high-fat diets are more 
at risk than those with low-fat diets. 

If blood lead levels are above 20, 

children should be seen by a doctor. 
The doctor will check for side effects 


Symptoms are similar to flu, and it’s 
easy for parents to overtook the true 
cause. At low blood lead levels, chil- 
dren may have no symptoms. The only 
way to know if a child has been ex- 
posed is to do a blood test. The Cen- 
ters for Disease Control recommends 
a venous blood test (where blood is 
drawn from a vein) rather than the 
fingertip screening test used in the 
past. 


If your child tests high, the best 
approach is Immediate cleanup. Wash 
down the child's living space first and 
limit access to the rest of the house. 
Focus on reducing children’s expo- 
sureto lead. 


LEAD 


Low-Tech Abatement 


UDY ADAMS BECAME CONCERNED 

about the lead issue when she 

found many kids in her Min- 
neapolis neighborhood were testing pos- 
itive for lead. So she founded a lead- 
abatement contracting company called 
Lead Free Kids. 

Minnesota's laws give flexibility to 
the contractor doing the work, although 
the lead level requirements after abate- 
ment are among the strictest in the 
nation. Ms. Adams meets the states 
requirements using methods that 
can be adopted by a conscientious 
homeowner. 

“What I do is basically high- 
tech cleaning, plus a little remod- 
eling,” she explains. “Everything 
has to be clean enough for people to 
eat off — because kids will.” Her 
encapsulation, paint removal, and 
cleanup job usually runs $600 to 
$1,000, not counting labor: the cost 
do-it-yourselfers can anticipate. 

The primary goal is to keep 
lead dust from accumulating. Judy 
Adams says “always work wet.“ 
Every aspect of construction is done 
with a mist bottle or mop nearby. 
She never dry-sands because it cre- 
ates dust. She chases every damp- 
ened paint chip with a vacuum. 
When drilling or pounding, she 
stops every few minutes to vacuum. 


The Lead Abater's Tool Kit 


BEFORE BEGINNING, ASSEMBLE A BASIC 
tool kit. You may be able to rent tools 
that are expensive or used only occa- 
sionally. (See Sources of Supply at the 
end of the article.) 


Gloves should be chemical-resis- 


tant, not dishwashing gloves. You'll find 
these at a welding shop or hardware store, 
not at the supermarket. Ansell/Edmont 
Inc’s Chemical Resistant Gloves“, are 
good for washing walls and woodwork. 
Ihe company also makes “Heavy Duty 
Neoprene Gloves” that should be used 
for paint stripping. 

You should have a regular wet / dry 
shop vac on hand. Always use this in the 
vet“ mode: any dust or paint chips vac- 


Low-tech but effective: Alternate washing and vacuuming 


until most of the loose paint chips and dust are gone. 


uumed must be wet. Otherwise, the lead 
dust will pass through the vacuum clean- 
er and spread through the air. 

You'll need two large (5 gallon) plas- 
tic buckets. These buckets will be used 
for washing parts of the building. Have 
on hand a supply of clean rags, such as 
those sold in most paint stores. Flannel 
and terrycloth work best. 

One of the most important parts 
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of a cleanup will be a phosphate wash of 


walls, woodwork, and windows. Lead 
dust becomes soluble in a water/ phos- 
phate solution. Lay in a supply of TSP 

trisodium phosphate). Sold in powder 
form in hardware stores, TSP can be 
sprinkled in warm water. Strong solu- 
tions of TSP will remove latex paint or 
varnish. 

Depending on your state laws, you 
may also need a “high efficiency partic- 
ulate accumulator” (HEPA) vacuum., 
This type of vacuum has low suction, 
but it traps small particles that would 
pass through the filter of a normal vac- 
uum. Some states require HEPA vacuum 
cleaners on all abatement work. Capac- 
ity and cost vary among the major man- 
ufacturers such as Nilfisk, Hako, and 
Euroclean. In larger capacity vacuums, 
the price can edge up from $1,000 
to $2,000. These aren't sold in 
most hardware stores, but you can 
take a look at several different 
models in a catalog from Lab 
Safety Supply Inc. If you do pur- 
chase a HEPA vac, get a combi- 
nation wet/dry unit because it 
will give you greater flexibility. 

As you work, you will also 
need new HEPA filters. If you 
don't have a local supplier, order 
both filters and vacuums from 
Lab Safety Supply Inc. 

You should know that many 
abatement contractors feel a reg- 
ular shop vac is nearly as effective 
as a HEPA vacuum, and that it 
has much better suction. After 
the shop vac has been used for a 
while, and depending on what it 
has been vacuuming, the surface 
of the filter clogs up with particulates. 
This “filter clogging” improves the abili- 
ty of the vacuum to capture lead parti- 
cles. The problem is that you have no 
way of knowing when the filter is letting 
lead pass through it. If you decide to use 
a shop vac instead of a HEPA vac, make 
sure you always vacuum wet. Damp par- 
ticles should not pass through the filter. 


Use duct tape to seal sections of 
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the vacuum cleaner wand. You don't want 
the wand to come apart if you acciden- 
tally drop it. 

In spite of your efforts to hold 
down dust levels by working wet, some 
activities will generate dust. Whenever 
you generate dust or are forced to clean 
up or work in a very dirty building, you 
must wear a HEPA face mask. Unlike 
the HEPA vac, this is not an optional 
requirement. Other masks can be used 
for exterior paint removal. 

Its best to use disposable overalls 
if youre doing paint removal. These can 
be tossed at the end of the day, and they 
will keep you from contaminating your 
own clothes with lead dust. Overalls or 
cover-ups, including shoes, should 


remain in the work area. A change of 


clothes can be kept in the room, but 
should be protected in a plastic bag until 
the end of the day. Change shoes before 
walking to other rooms in the house. 

Have heavy-duty 6 mil plastic on 
hand for covering floors in the work area 
and for sealing off doors to other rooms. 
Unroll plastic or butcher paper between 
the work area and the nearest door. 

A Thermos eliminates trips to get 
a drink of water. If you're doing the work 
yourself, make sure you clean the bath- 
room daily. Keep kids out of the area 
until you're completely done. 


eee 


Abatement Techniques 
AFTER VACUUMING, USE ONE OF THE LOW- 
tech repair methods described below for 
each element that needs deleading. 


WINDOW SASH & WELLS 


WASH OF THE WINDOW WITH A MIXTURE 


of TSP and warm water. Use 1⁄4 gallon of 


wash water and I gallon of rinse water, 
and put 1⁄4 cup of TSP per gallon in the 
wash water. 

You'll need a 5-gallon wash bucket 
and a 5-gallon rinse bucket. Always 
squeeze out your sponge, squeege, or 
mop in the wash water before getting a 
clean sponge-full of rinse water. Change 
both wash and rinse water frequently, 
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Wet-vac as you go. 

After you have washed and rinsed all 
parts of the window, remove the sash 
from the frame, then remove all hard- 
ware and any sash cord. If the hardware 
has been painted, stripping the hardware 
will add another step to the process. Use 
a wide knife to remove old weather- 
stripping. 

If you add more TSP to the wash 
water, the stronger mixture will pull the 
paint off. Alternate washing with vacu- 
uming. Using a vacuum also keeps paint 
chips out of the water. 


Patching compound, used to cover chipped paint, can 


be smoothed with a sponge to avoid dry-sanding 


Sash cord can become stiff and pit- 
ted with flaking paint. Replace the cord 
before you replace the sash, 

If the window is in good condition, 
you'll need to strip paint from the sash 
edges that could scrape against the win- 
dow jamb or stop. Minnesota doesn't 
require the whole sash to be stripped — 
only the areas that rub. For this modest 
amount of paint removal, you can use 
one of the new, less toxic paint strippers, 
such as 3M “Safest Stripper” or Savo- 
gran “StrypSafer.” Remove lead paint 
along all friction points. Dont paint these 
edges when you replace the window. 

The window track, parting bead, 
and inside edge of the window stop 


should also be stripped if they have been 
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painted and if the sash will be operable. 
Another approach is to encapsulate (i e. 
cover) the track completely by using a 
replacement such as Quaker City Mfg’s 
“Window Fixer.” This is a screw-in track 
that keeps tension against the sash; the 
tension takes the place of window 
weights. If you have heavy double-hungs, 
its best if you go ahead and strip the 
original track. That way, you can still 
use the window weights and the sash will 
be properly counterbalanced. 

If replacing the sash, try Marvin 
Windows’ “E-Z Tilt Pac.” 

A “window well” is the area where 
the interior and exterior sill meet. High 
levels of lead are found in window wells. 

Wash the well with the TSP mix- 
ture (or Soilax). The water will loosen 
paint that is not firmly attached. Alternate 
washing and vacuuming with a wet-vac. 

Seal cracks between sills and jambs 
with a patching compound such as Rea- 
di-Patch.” Spread the Readi-Patch with 
a3- to 4-inch putty knife. With a gloved 
finger, work the mud into corners. 
Smooth out uneven areas with a sponge. 
When the window well is totally clean, 
paint the parts of the window that will 
be exposed. Paint the window well, too. 

If it wont ruin the look of a high- 
ly visible historic window, make the win- 
dow well easier to clean in the future by 
installing flashing over it. Use aluminum 
(for an inexpensive job) or sheet-metal 
flashing. Make a pattern with cardboard 
or butcher paper, then cut the flashing 
with tin snips. The flashing should fit 
snugly in the window well and be caulked 
with polysulfide caulk in the corners. 
Put the flashing in first if you are going 
to use jamb liners. 


WINDOW GLASS 

REPAIR THE WINDOW’S GLAZING PUTTY TO 
prevent further window deterioration. 
Some states require old putty to be 
removed because it may contain lead. 
However, if glazing putty is well main- 
tained and covered with paint, it should 
not cause lead problems. 

The accumulated grime on the out- 
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sides of windows contains a great deal 
of lead. If you're wet-scraping it off with 
razor blades, catch the debris before it 
falls to the floor. Scrubbies also work 
well for cleaning sash and glass. Use a 
coarser scrub when you start. Then 
switch to a scrub pad with a handle for 
final scrub. A good scrubbing tool is 
Padco's “Drywall Wet Sander.” 


WINDOW SILLS 


HERE'S AN AREA THAT NEEDS SPECIAL 
attention because toddlers can reach it. 
They may chew on the sill. Young chil- 
dren will hang on the sill to look out- 
side. Encapsulation is a time-saving strat- 
egy here — and it can be done in such 
a way that it’s reversible for true restora- 


tion in the future. Cover the sill with 4- 


inch oak or pine lattice. Use a strip of 


half round on the interior. 


DOORS 
DOORS CAN BE DEGLOSSED WITH LIQUID 
sandpaper, primed, and repainted. 
Remove paint from the edge of the door 
and the jamb if paint build-up is exces- 
sive. Removing the paint should allow 
the door to close without binding. A 
small amount of chemical stripper will 


do the job quickly. 


WALLS 

YOU WANT SMOOTH CLEANABLE SURFACES 
on the interior — nothing kids can pick 
at. Repair strategy depends on the condi- 
tion of the paint and the underlying plaster. 

If paint is smooth, and firmly 
attached to a plaster wall that is in good 
condition, use “liquid sandpaper” to 
degloss the surface. Prime the wall up 
to the edges of any cracks or areas that 
need minor repair. Then use joint com- 
pound. Smooth the joint compound 
with a damp sponge instead of sanding 
it. Use multiple coats, and make each 
one as smooth as possible. The key is 
never to sand. Dont even sand joint com- 
pound or Readi-Patch. Use a scrubbing 
pad and sponges. Always work wet. 

If the paint buildup is cracked and 
alligatored, covering the wall is the best 


The walls, skirting, and treads of this once- 
dilapidated stairway have been abated by 
“encapsulation”: Masonite covers the risers, and 
washable rubber treads protect the stairs. 


way to deal with it. Use a fabric coating 
such as the “Glid-Wall” system. 

If the walls are filthy, the plaster sur- 
face is poor, and the paint is in bad shape 
(big, loose flakes), wash the walls thor- 
oughly before patching. Then use a 12- 
inch drywall taping knife and cover all 
loose, flaking material with a thin layer 
of all-purpose joint compound. The 
mud will stick to dirty surfaces. You will 
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“bury” loose paint and plaster beneath 
the joint compound. This stabilizes the 
wall and allows you to wash areas that 
are merely dirty, where the paint is in rel- 
atively good condition. 

If plaster is in bad condition, cover 
it with e inch drywall. This is much safer 
that wholesale plaster demolition. Use 
screws to hang drywall because pound- 
ing nails stirs up dust. 

Wash areas that have not been cov- 
ered with joint compound. Use Soilax 
or the TSP/water solution. These 
degrease the wall and get dirt off. After 
washing and rinsing, continue to smooth 
out uneven walls with drywall topping 
compound. Topping compound is eas- 
ier to smooth than all-purpose joint 
compound, Both topping compound 
and Readi-Patch can be washed smooth 
with plain water, especially if they are 
applied in thin layers. 

In lead-dust situations, wallpaper 
should be washable, and only vinyl wall- 
paper meets this criterion. One solution 
is to use a vinyl wallpaper now, but plan 
to replace it with a more historically 
appropriate paper later on. 


STAIRS 


BECAUSE RISERS ON STAIRS ARE CONSTANTLY 
kicked, paint on these risers is more like- 
ly to come off. Consider using kick plates 
or face guards on the stairs. Masonite is 
an inexpensive cover-up. It keeps toes 
from kicking loose chips. It can easily 
be tacked in place and removed later on. 
Masonite can be painted to match trim. 

Washable rubber stair guards can 
also be used on stairs. While these are 
not especially attractive, they are one way 
to encapsulate paint, and they could be 
a help if you are in a hurry to reduce a 
child's exposure. 


FLOORS AND CARPET 


A BUFFING PAD AND WATER WITH TSP, FOL- 
lowed by a mop rinse, can be used to clean 
up almost any floor, including wood. Again, 
“always work wet.” Keep a wet-dry vacuum 
running, and vacuum as soon as you've 
buffed. Do not use buckets full of water 
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or leave water in contact with the surface too 
long, or you could damage the wood. 

To make maintenance easier in the 
future, regular water washing is going to 
be necessary. The only finish that will stand 
up to repeated water washing is 
polyurethane. Use water-based polyure- 
thane to avoid exposure to solvents. 

If carpet has been underfoot during 
major restoration, it is probably contami- 
nated with lead dust. Vacuum the carpet 
and send a sample of the dust to a testing 
lab to find out. 

Ifa carpet is contaminated, get rid of 
it. It is very difficult to remove lead dust 
embedded in deep carpet pile. Commer- 
cial carpets, with tight loops, can be more 
easily cleaned and maintained, and may 
serve as an interim substitute. 

Bare floors are easiest to maintain 


because they can be washed and vacuumed 


quickly. Use area rugs if necessary, and take 
them to the cleaners frequently. 


EXTERIOR PAINT 


IF EXTERIOR PAINT IS FLAKING AND FALLING 
to the ground, remove it. As an interim 
measure, until you have the time to do a 
more thorough job on the exterior, you 
could wash down the house with a long- 
handled brush, TSP, water, and a light 
spray. Use tarps to catch debris. Use can- 
vas tarps to collect paint chips. The woven 
material lets water run through and strains 
out the chips, Plastic tarps can also be 
used. Paint chips should be wet-vacuumed 
off the plastic at the end of the work day. 

Dont forget to do basement window 
wells. If youre removing exterior paint, the 
debris will drop into the window wells 
and contaminate them. 

The best options for removing paint 
are to use heat plates, heat guns, chemical 
removers, or just plain washing and repaint- 
ing. Whatever you do, dont dry-sand. 
Sanding can produce 600 ppm of lead. 
Sanding paint creates the lead hazard you're trying 
to eliminate. 

Keep windows closed when work- 
ing on the exterior. Dont let workers walk 
into the house. Keep the decks and porch- 
es washed down so you dont track dust 
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inside. Dont leave paint chips on plants. 


FOUNDATIONS 

WHEN PAINT CHIPS ARE IN THE SOIL. FROM 
previous jobs, wet down the surface soil. 
Suck up I inch of soil in a shop vac. Vac- 
uum chips where siding meets the foun- 
dation. Use a hose to flush out chips 
embedded in the joint where the founda- 
tion meets the siding and where the soil 
meets the foundation. The sludge in these 
locations is high in lead. 

take care of the soil next to the founda- 
tion. You can use a shopvac or shovel to 
remove the top inch of soil. A licensed 
hauler can then dispose of the waste. 


Disposal 
DISPOSING OF LEAD WASTE ALSO TAKES MORE 
time than simply throwing it in the garbage. 
Collect all waste from wash buckets, vac- 
uum cleaners, and soil, and treat it as if it 
were toxic— because it is. 

Wet debris from washing windows 
and walls contains paint chips or sand 
(from plaster). Screen debris to keep from 
clogging up sinks. Make a screen from fine 
wire mesh and run all water through the 
screen. The strained water can be flushed 
down the toilet. 

Lead dust collected in vacuum clean- 
er filter bags should also be labeled and 
stored. Never open a vacuum cleaner to 
change its filter inside the house. Always 
take it to a safe area outside, well away from 
the children’s play area. Bag the debris in 
heavy-duty trash bags. Seal the plastic. Put 
bags in cardboard boxes so they wont break. 
Seal with duct tape. 

The waste may sit in the basement 
until you dispose of it. Waste should not 
be accessible to kids. The state Environ- 
mental Protection Agency will have a list 
of licensed haulers who can transport it to 
a licensed landfill. 2 


Marylee MacDonald is Editor of the Building 
Research Council, University of Illinois, 1 East St. 
Mary’ Road, Champaign, Ill. 61820. Write the 
Council for a free list of publications. 


Sources of Supply 

Safety Equipment 

HEPA vacuums and filters can be ordered from Lab 
0 


safety publications 
Lab Safety Supply Inc., P.O. Box 1368, 
Janesville, WI, 53547 (800) 356-0722 
Gloves 

Gloves (for washing walls and woodwork), Heavy 


6000, Coshocton, OH 43812 (614) 622-4311 
“Safest Stripper” 

3M Corp.. (800) 842-4946 
“STRYPSAFER” 

Savogran, (800) 225-9872 

Replacement Window Channel 
“WINDOW FIXER” 

Quaker City Mfg., 201 Elmwood Ave., 
Sharon Hill, PA 19079 (215) 586-4770 
Sander 

DRYWALL WET SANDER 

Padco Inc., 2220 Elm St. SE, Minneapolis, 
MN 55414-2693 (612) 378-7270 
Dust-FREE SANDER 

Fein Power Tools, jorg W. Carson St., 
Pittsburgh, PA 15204 (800) 441-9878 
(Hand-beld ordital sander that extracts 98% of dust 
creating during sanding ) 

Patching Compound 

READI-PATCH 

Mantrose Haueser Co., 500 Post Rd. East, 
Westport, CT 06880 (800) 344-4229 

: Sash 


Replacement 
E-Z Tit Pac 
Marvin Windows, Warroad, MN 56763 
(800) 346-5044 


Fabric Encapsulation 

GuD-WALL SYSTEM 

Glidden Coatings & Resins, 925 Euclid 
Ave., Cleveland, OH 44115 (800) 221-4100 
HEPA Face Masks 

High efficiency particulate accumulator (HEPA) fil- 
ter cartridge face masks are available from the follow- 


ing companies: 

“3M EASI-AIR” 

3M Corp. (800) 328-1667 
“GLENDALE MX PF 9500” 

Glendale Protective Ti 

130 Crossways Park Drive, Woodbury, 
NY 11797 (800) 645-7530 


shared a ride on a fast track with OHJ readers, hurtling through the centuries like 


travelers on a long and varied journey. Shouting out the stations, 
we lurched past one American architectural style after anoth- 
er — Georgian and neo-Georgian, Colonial and its count- 
less revivals, French and German, Greek and Gothic, Italianate, 
Romanesque, Queen Anne, Eastlake, Arts & Crafts, Academic 
Classicism, Italian, Spanish, French and Old English revivals, Pueblo, 


Art Deco, Moderne, International, Mail-Order Houses, Pre-Cuts, 


and Builder-Style. Now, at last and almost unbelievably, it’s over. We 


haven't run out of steam, but styles. Just for the time being, you under- 


stand, because no matter how fast you run (or ride), you never quite Could it be the 1950s without 
: rT ee l p i T a garage? The increasingly- 
catch up with history. While it’s still on our minds, though, there is just important car now bad its own 
one more historical style we'd like to talk about. Picture this: eroon ar ale ir pte haue 
s with a carport top and the 
split-level with an attached 


By Shirley Maxwell and James C. Massey garage (above) show. 
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World War II is over. America’s young men — and 
women— have come home with their G.I. Bill benefits (in- 
cluding VA-insured, no-down-payment mortgage loans) 
burning holes in the pockets of their brand-new civvies. They 
have small families about to get bigger and jobs in a robust 


economy, Home ownership beckons, but the homes have to 


The shutters on this 
Summit, New Jersey split-level 


abo ve 


are a long way from window 
size, but they soften the stark 
facade with Colonial overtones. 
inset) A mix of brick, wood 
siding, and stone veneer (on the 
front wall only proclaim the postwar 


origins of this house in Alexandria, Virginia 


be built before they can be bought. What will these houses of 


the late 1940s and 1950s be like? Mixed in — and quite often 
mixed up — with the Cape Cods and Colonial Revivals left 
over from prewar days, there will be ranch houses, split-levels, 
and, yes, prefabs. 

Okay, we hear you. That’s not historical architecture, 
youre protesting. That's the house you grew up in! The house 
with the basement rec room, the American car in the carport, 
and Mom in the kitchen putting Redi-Whip on the cherry 
Jell-O, We know. But that very same house is now headed for 
its fiftieth birthday, at which time the National Park Service 


will gladly consider it for listing on the National Register of 


Historic Places. And the truth is, they really don’t build hous- 


es like that anymore. That house is — no kidding — history. 
How did this happen? As usual, theres a story behind the 
sty les. 

Back for a moment to our returning G.I. with his small- 
but-growing family (they didn't call it a Baby Boom for noth- 


ing) and his pent-up yearning for a house with a yard. Re- 


member, there had been a four-year war with strict rationing 
of building materials and labor, preceded by twelve years of 
nationwide economic hardship; sixteen years of building 
postponed, That meant a lot of houses were needed — very 
small houses for the most part, but millions of them. At the 
end of the war, government estimates suggested the need for 
12.5 million new housing units by 1955. 
Although labor and materials were ex- 
pensive in the postwar world (hence the small 
houses), there was still plenty of relatively 
cheap land to be had in buildable, but hereto- 
fore overlooked, places. Developers bought 
up thousands of acres of farmland miles be- 
yond major cities and industrial areas and be- 
gan constructing whole towns of little houses, 
using assembly-line methods to reduce the 
need for skilled craftsmen. Farm sites on 
Long Island, New York, in Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey, and hundreds of similar tracts 
across the country became the settings for 
cookie-cutter developments that stirred in- 
dignation and contempt in architects 
and intellectuals, but not neces- 
sarily in the people who lived 
there. Between 1947 and 
1952, Levitt and Sons (the 
most famous developer of 
the era) built more than 
17,000 fully equipped hous- 
es in what had once been a 
single Long Island potato field, 
providing homes for 75,000 people. 
Although they were very similar in size and 
appearance, not all subdivisions had thousands of identical 
houses. Developers catered to the consumer's hankering for 
individuality by making subtle changes in a few stock plans 
and facades. Usually accessible only by car, these new, center- 
less towns helped make the automotive industry the great 


multiplying factor of America’s peacetime economy. 


AN ERA OF HOMOGENEITY 


ND WHAT WERE THESE HOUSES LIKE ? FOR THE MOST 
part, they were minor variations on the major 
themes of prewar years. There was still a battle for 
dominance between the forces of tradition (repre- 
sented by a simplified Colonial Revival style) and the forces of 
modernism (represented at the popular level by ranch houses, 
split-levels, and prefabs). However, the battle now was not just 
between architects, but between architects and consumers. 
The architects’ vision of moderism had won hands down in 
the architecture schools, and lost resoundingly in the popular 
market. Despite the assembly-line methods of fabrication, 
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ONE-CAR ATTACHED GARAGE; 
OPEN CARPORT MORE TYPICAL 


JURCE: NEWEST HOME PLANS FOR BETTER LIVING, 1945 


postwar houses were nearly always traditional (or at least con- 
ventional) in appearance, largely because mortgage lenders 
distrusted the resale value of flat-roofed, modern-looking 
houses. Cape Cod cottages, conservative split-levels, and 
ranch houses with brick, wood or asphalt-shingle siding were 
considered much safer investments. 

Throughout the postwar period, professional archi- 
tects were designing modern boxes with flat or butterfly roofs, 
clerestory windows, and cantilevered rooms, often for their 
own homes. However, in terms of the mass market, the most 
innovative house types of the period were the ranch house and 
the split-level, designed to eke out a maximum of living space 
from the least square footage. In the best modern manner, 
both were likely to be erected above poured-concrete founda- 
tions with no basements. Since they were intended to occupy 
fairly wide lots, they exploited the trend toward horizontal 
rather than vertical living, and were generally quite shallow in 
order to make the most of available light and views. The ranch 
house was a loose adaptation of a one-storey house with a 
long, ground-level front porch, which was popularly assumed 
to be typical of ranch dwellings in the American West. The 
split-level offered a single storey at one end and two stories at 
the other, with the entrance somewhere in be- 
tween. Given the realities of the market, ranch 
houses and split-levels were often hybrids that 
offered a soupçon of watered-down tradition- 
alism for cosmetic effect without compromis- 
ing their basic modernism. A couple of nar- 
row stationary shutters at a picture window, a 
little non-functional aluminum cupola on the 
roof, and maybe a black aluminum eagle over 


Broad windows and a low-pitched hip roof emphasize 
the horizontal lines of this suburban house in — 


with wrought-iron 1 are ty 1 postwar 1 
Š 1g 97 


CURVED WROUGHT ` FRONT DOOR EMPHASIZED, GENERALLY NOT TRADITIONAL PANELED 
IRON RAILING 


DOOR, HERE, DIAMOND PANELS AND A FOUR-PANE DIAMOND LIGHT. 


the front door were enough to do the trick. Such houses also 
used a combination of cladding materials — an acceptable 
practice in either the traditional or the modern idiom. 

In terms of architectural styles, there was not much to 
pick from in this era of homogeneity. Most of the eclectic-re- 
vival styles of the early twentieth century had died with the 
war. A simplified Colonial Revival was still the style of choice, 
but it was a far cry from the more accurate representations of 
early buildings that had been seen before the war. For one 
thing, the roofline of the later traditional designs had a lower 
pitch, Gables (front or side-facing or both) were most fre- 
quent, but low-pitched hipped roofs were also used. Although 
a popular variant featured a broad chimney near the center of 
the front wall or on an end wall, chimneys were plain and gen- 
erally not prominent. Roofs were sheathed in asphalt shingles 
or asbestos-cement tile rather than slate or wood shingles. 

However, there was a strong interest in hand-split rustic 
wood shakes, actually a new development since 18th-century 
shingles were draw! knife d or sawed smooth.) While brick and 
stone facades were still enormously popular, they were patent- 


ly surface treatments, only one layer deep and fastened to the 


walls of the building. In keeping with the current preference 
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for a mixture of building finishes, the same house might have 
thinly sliced stone (real or fake) disguising its poured-concrete 
block walls, a layer of vertical wood siding around the entry, 
and horizontal wood siding in the gable ends. 

Window sashes were usually made of steel or alu- 
minum rather than of wood and although double-hung sash- 
es had not completely disappeared, metal casement, awning, 
and jalousie windows were used in many different combina- 
tions. Corner windows were commonplace and large picture 
windows, often the centerpiece of a three-part glazing ensem- 
ble, abounded. As one-over-one or two-over-two horizontal 
sash replaced traditional six-over-six panes, windows were 
broader than they were tall and less likely to be sym- 
metrically placed, winding up anywhere 
there was a need for light or a view. 

Steel casements with traditional 

small panes (sometimes even 
diamond-shaped ones) also 

permitted large expanses of 

windows. Generally, though, 
street-front windows were 

smaller and placed higher on 

the walls than those at the rear of 

the house, where sliding glass doors 

or nearly wall-sized windows faced the in- 
creasingly important back yard and concrete patio. 


CHILD-ORIENTED INTERIORS 


N THE INTERIOR, THE COLONIAL STYLES (MORE AND 
more frequently called Early American) clung to 
traditional floorplans with center halls and sepa- 
rate dining and living rooms. For the most part, 


however, the houses of the 1950s favored moderately open 


floor plans, with living and dining areas flowing together. 
Kitchens were now often expanded to include informal family 
living spaces. This was the first child-oriented architecture in 
American history. The lack of servants, nannies, or nearby fe- 
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male relatives left housewives with heavy childcare and house- 
keeping burdens. It was hoped that open floorplans, big yards, 
efficient machinery, and homogeneous neighborhoods of 
young families (in which nearly all the mothers were at home) 
would lighten the burden. Perhaps with that goal in mind, 
bedrooms were usually set apart from the rest of the house 
and, in an increasing number of homes, parent's and children’s 
quarters were located at opposite ends of the house. 

To save floor space and to create the illusion of more 
room, entry halls and vestibules were often eliminated so that 
visitors came directly into the living room. Unnecessary parti- 
tions and doors, such as those between living and dining areas, 

were also omitted, Glass-enclosed Florida rooms or 
“living porches” at the rear of the house en- 
couraged family activities in the back 
yard. Since rigid standardization of 
building materials and stock 
sizes was at the heart of post- 
war building efficiency, eight- 
foot ceilings became the 
norm. Interior trim was plain 

or omitted altogether. 
The big news of these 
houses was not in the way they 
looked, but in what they contained. Bath- 
rooms, while small, were easy to use and easy to clean 
because of plastic counters, built-in porcelain or enameled 
steel tubs and showers, countertops of plastic laminate, and 
floors of ceramic or asphalt tile, or nearly-seamless linoleum. 
Although more expensive, rubber tile was also available. And 
there were usually more bathrooms than in older houses. One 
full bath and a tubless powder room was a minimum require- 
ment, yet two or even three baths were frequently found. 
Kitchens also changed. Although continuous linoleum or 
plastic countertops were well known and often used before 
the war, they became ubiquitous afterward. Overhead cabinets 
of wood or metal became standard. Gone forever were the 


A study in contrasts: A 
Colonial Revival cottage 
with double-bung sash 
windows (above) goes the 
traditional route, while 
architect Philip Johnson's 
famous, flat- roofed, glass 
home in New Canaan, 
Connecticut (left) is the 
quintessential modern house. 
In case you're wondering, 
the bathroom is located inside 
the circular stone section. 


The pink trim on this Hagerstown, 

Maryland modern house would not 

have been unusual. Note the 1950s 
details of a flat roof, steel window 
sash, carport, and attached garage. 


hodge-podge of cabinets, 
A A * 
worktables, sinks, and stoves 
on porcelain legs. Walls and 
ceilings gleamed with glossy 
enamel paints in all the fresh 
new colors, generally some- 
what softer than the primary 
hues of the 20s and the dark 
tones of the zos and 40s. 
(Remember avocado green and harvest gold?) Work areas 
were well thought out and illuminated with recessed ceiling 
fixtures or flourescent tubes, undercounter lights, and big 
windows. Peninsula and island counters made work easier. 
Clean-burning, closet-size, whole-house heaters were 
standard, and air conditioners soon became nearly so. This 
eliminated the need for the basement altogether or freed the 
space for other activities. Smaller laundry machines were gener- 
ally moved to a more accessible space in first-floor utility rooms. 
The car, which had become a de facto family member 
with the move to the suburbs, now took up a place of honor 
at the front of the house in its own room, a carport or at- 
tached two-car garage on the side of the house. Indeed, the 
carport (a descendant of the more stately porte-cochere) was 
perhaps the most typical feature of the postwar house. This 
versatile space wound up serving a multitude of purposes, 
from toddler's play yard to outdoor kitchen for the charcoal 
grill to storage area. 


PREFABS OF THE FUTURE 


ONSTRUCTION METHODS AND MATERI- 
als were also undergoing change. The 
prefabricated house — particularly the 
prefabricated metal house — had been 

heralded as the wave of the future by architectural 
pundits during the long building hiatus of the De- 
pression and war years. The most famous postwar 
name in the prefab metal building industry was 
Lustron, which manufactured an all-steel house 
that it boasted could be sold for $7,000 (although 
it turned out to cost $9,000). All interior and exte- 
rior surfaces, except for the aluminum window 
frames, were porcelainized steel. The radiant heat- 
ing systems supplied with these houses were satis- 
factory in moderate climates, but was not adequate for colder 
temperatures due to the uninsulated concrete slab floors, min- 


imal wall insulation, and single-glazed windows. A skilled 


crew assembled each house on site using 3,000 factory-made 
pieces. The procedure took 350 hours, more than twice the 
hoped-for time. Eventually, Lustron failed because of its in- 
ability to make the project profitable. Although they were not 
entirely maintenance free after all, owners tended to like the 
steel buildings, 

In the postwar period as in other eras, the man-in-the- 
suburban-street didnt much care what the architects were ar- 
guing about. He just wanted his house — and quickly. He 
wanted it to look traditional but to act modern. He craved 
comfort, convience, and familiarity enclosed in a traditional 
building envelope with up-to-the-minute materials, kitchens, 
bathrooms, heating and cooling systems, insulation, siding, 
roofing, and windows. And he got what he wanted. Small as 
they were, postwar buildings were remarkably well-made and 
well-equipped. They took advantage of technology and mate- 
rials to make up for the fact that America’s already tiny servant 
class had now been siphoned off into factories, offices, college 


classrooms — and the middle class. 


In Brookfield, Illinois, the roof, walls (interior and exterior), 


and ceilings of this prefabricated Lustron house are made of porcelain 


enamel-finished steel panels. 
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RESTORATION PRODUCTS 


LONG WITH THE GROWING AWARENESS OF 
lead as a health problem, there's been a 
growth in the number of lead-testing prod- 
ucts on the market. Here's a sampling of three dif- 


ferent approaches to home testing: 


LEAD-CHECK SWABS 

HE LEAD-CHECK SWABS TEST KIT IS 
jih a one-piece system that simplifies 
indentifying lead because the testing 
solution is contained within individ- 
ual swabs. In order to mix the solution, 
the swab is squeezed at two points and 
then can be rubbed on a variety of sus- 
pect surfaces, including old china, pot- 
tery, and paint. The swab will repro- 
ducibly detect 2 micrograms of lead 

and will turn pink in its presence 
in approximately 30 sec- 
onds, A test confirma- 
tion card is included to 
double check the results. 
Although they cannot 
check for lead in water, 
the swabs are one of the 
few methods that can 
detect lead in dust. 
Available at hardware 
and home supply 
Lead-Check 


retails for $10.99. For a 


stores, 


list of distributors, con- 
tact HybriVet Systems, 
P.O. Box 1210, Dept. 
OH], Framingham, MA 
01701; (800) 262-LEAD. 


non-stamning. 


HOME TEST KIT 


F YOU ARE CONCERNED ABOUT HEALTH 
8 in your home beyond lead, 
the Safer Home Test Kit, which con- 
tains five different products for test- 


OLD-HOUSE JOURNAL 


Ready-to-use Lead Check 


Swabs are odorless and 


Lead Testing Kits 
by Lynn Elliott 


ing lead, radon, 
carbon monoxide, 
ultraviolet rays, and 
radiation leakage 
from microwave 
ovens, is a comprehensive product. 
The lead alert kit employs a six-step 


system that provides enough materi- 


als for close to 100 tests. A mixture of 


“indicating” solution and “leaching” 
solution is placed on a swab, which 

turns pink in the presence 
of lead. The charcoal 
canister is a easy way to 
check the 
radon in your home. 
Place the open canister 
in your basement for 
two to five days and then 
send it to a laboratory 
for analysis. The carbon 
monoxide monitor, 
which changes color 
when exposed to the gas, 
can be put in your car or 
home. The ultraviolet 
intensity meter card eval- 


sunglasses, windows, and 
sunscreens; the microwave 
oven tester detects radi- 
ation leakage. The kit 
retails for $49.95. For a list of distribu- 
tors, contact DSK Safer Home Test Kit, 
325 N. Oakhurst, Dept. OHJ, Beverly 


Hills, CA 90210; (213) 550-7600. 
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levels of 


uates the effectiveness of 


Five toxic substances can be detected 
with Safer Home Test Kit. 


THE LEAD DETECTIVE 


ET A THIRD PRODUCT IS THE LEAD 

Detective kit, which is based on 
a sodium sulfide solution. This sys- 
tem turns black to indicate the pres- 
ence of lead and will detect it in paint 
down to 1%. The kit contains enough 
solution for 100 tests, disposable gloves, 
razor blades for chipping paint, tweez- 
ers, a magnifying glass, and an appli- 
cator tip for the test solution bottle. 
The Lead Detective costs $29.95, and 
is code-complying for Massachusetts. 
For a list of distributors, contact Inno- 
vative Synthesis Corporation, 45 Lex- 
ington St., Suite 2, Dept. OHJ, New- 
ton, MA 02165; (617) 244-9078. 


The Lead Dectective kit screens painted 
surfaces or paint chips for lead. 


— 
Metal Roof Shingles 


WF Norman Re-Introduces 
Its Original Turn-of-the-Century Line 


TEST KIT Again. WF Norman is 

making its complete 
line available. Beautiful 
in every detail and 


Detects Lead On Any Surface Instantly! 


1 Ivanized to last 
Now Available i 
Pipe eae anly am e SPANISH TILE e MISSION TILE 


| è Style A Shingle (Victorian) Also Available! Roof cresting 
health threat 10 children! è Style C Shingle (Victorian) and finials. 4 styles of galvanized 


Results in Seconds « e Normandie Style Shingle exterior metal siding. 
» Works on any Surface » W.F. Norman Corporation 


5 
9 PO. Box 323. Nevada, Missouri 64772 
2 Toll free (800) 641-4038 « In Missouri call collect (417) 667-5552 


Manufacturers of the celebrated 


CALL TOLL FREE Hi-Art® metal ceilings 


1-800-262-LEAD 


Ext. 318 


Victorian & Country 


GINGERBREAD 


Sunflower Show 


e Feel cleaner, healthier, more 
exhilarated 


der our delightfully old-fashioned 


e Relax under a drenching 50 page mail-order CATALOG ... 
column of water droplets from and claim the romance of 
the over-sized 8" diameter head EXCLUSIVELY another century, 

e Install into standard plumbing, FROM: 


or use separate arm bracket PORCH $ 


unflower TURNINGS 
rente 
Chrome Shower Head $100 hower Co. charm. 
Head with Bracket $198 PO Box Ta 57 WA 98104 
22-1 


HANDCRAFTED 


To The Drip On The Tapered Candles Early American Lighting since 
1938; chandeliers, copper lanterns, 
and wall sconces. 
Knowledgeable collectors, Res- 
torations and Museums have been 
buying our fine fixtures for over 
30 years. A list is available on 
request. 


50 Page Illustrated 
Old-fashioned MAIL ORDER BY 


KCATALOG 2. Hr 


GATES MOORE 


River Road, Dept OHJ 
Silvermine Norwalk, Conn. 
06850 - Tel. (203) 847-3231 


State Zig 
VINTAGE WOOD WORKS 
Hwy 34 South + Box R, #2274 

Quinlan TX 75474 
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A STORM’S BREWING 
IRST USED DURING THE 17TH CEN- 
F tury, weather glasses (also called 
storm glasses) are instruments that fore- 
cast the weather by the increase or 
decrease in atmo- 
spheric pressure. 
The 14" weather 
glass (shown left) 
consists of a hand- 
blown glass flask 
with a slender spout 
as the only opening, 
a mounting brack- 
et, and a wooden 
plaque. When the 
flask is filled with 
water to an 1" above 
A weather glass, the spout's joint, the 
like this one, can water will rise in 
accurately forecast the spout to indi- 
weather changes cate foul weather 
8 to 12 hours or drop in the 
case of fair con- 
Col- 
ored ink can be added to the water 


in advance. 


ditions. 


for a decorative effect. The weath- 
er glass costs $30. For information, 
contact Wind & Weather, The 
Albion Street Water Tower, P.O. 
Box 2320, Dept. OHJ, Mendoci- 
no, CA 95460; (800) 922-9463. 


TEMPERATURES ARE RISING 


] NSTEAD OF USING AN ANACHRO- 


nistic plastic therometer to check 
the days temperature at your old 
house, add a period touch with 
Conant Custom Brass historical- 
ly-inspired thermometer, Adapt- 
ed from a c.igio antique found 
in rural New England, the 
Vermont Thermometer is 
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Weather Gear 
€ 


made of solid brass and Pyrex glass, 
which is durable in harsh weather con- 
ditions. Conant also offers a complete 
selection of door and cabinet hard- 
ware, custom brass fabrication, and 
brass restoration services. The Ver- 
mont Thermometer costs $28.50 ppd. 
For information, contact Conant Cus- 
tom Brass, Inc., 270 Pine St., Dept. 
OHJ, Burlington, VT 05401; (802) 
658-4482. 


DONE LIKE LIGHTNING 


OOKING FOR REPLACEMENT LIGHT- 
1 rods or ornaments for old- 
style lightning systems? Hale's Fire & 
Lightning Protection Services offers 
a whole array of items, such as glass 
balls, rod ornaments, and roof braces. 
The 5" Polar Star glass ball, available 
in limited quantities, is handblown 
from a 1916 mold and has a textured 
diamond-quilt pattern. 
The sunburst and bayo- 
net ornaments are repro- 
ductions that are thread- 
ed to fit the top of old 
lightning rods. The tri- 
pod roof brace was 
commonly used to 
support tall lightning 
rods and comes in a 
various sizes. Also 
available are 6, 
and %" lightning rods. For infor- 
mation, contact Hale's Fire & Light- 
ning Protection Services, Rt. 33 Box 
43, Dept. OHJ, Stanardsville, VA 
22973; (804) 985-7792. 


This lightning rod with g“ blue ceramic ball 


and bayonet ornament is appropriate for 


Victorian houses. 
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Whether installed indoors 
or out, the Vermont 
Thermometer's clear, bold 
numbers are easy to read. 


ANY WAY THE 
WIND BLOWS 
ENNINGER CUPO- 
las & Weather Vanes 
creates Banner, Scroll, and Fancy Arrow 
weather vanes that are especially suit- 
able for Victorian turrets. Adapted 
from 18th- and 19th-century originals, 
the copper and brass weather vanes are 
handcrafted in a basic silhouette style. 
The designs for banner weather vanes, 
like the Swallowtail Banner, were based 
on Medieval fanes — flags from which 
Banners, such as this Swallowtail type, 
can be personalized with letters or numbers. 


the word “vane” originated — that 
indicated the wind direction for 
archers. A complete weather vane con- 
sists of a 24" ornament, copper globes, 
brass directionals, and a solid brass 
rod. For a catalog, send $4 to Den- 
ninger Cupolas & Weather Vanes, RD 
1, Box 447, Dept. OHJ, Middletown, 
NY 10940; (914) 343-2229. 


88888889 
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Architectural Sheet Metal Ornaments 


Now available from the W.F. Norman Corporation. makers of Hi- An“ Steel Ceilings - a 
complete, 94-year-old line of architectural sheet metal ornamentation including: 


Supaflu Makes 
Old Chimneys Better 
Than New Chimneys. 


+ moldings + balusters * finials ° „ u + lion heads 

* brackets * urns * scrolls 1 

* corbels * capitals leaves ° * pa and fittings 

* rosettes * festoons * friezes 

Over 1300 catalog items available in zinc or copper. Custom reproduction inquiries invited. 
W.F. Norman also produces building comices, lintels, capitals, window hoods, finials 


and weathervanes. W.F. NORMAN CORP. 


* Complete catalog $2.50 P.O, Box 323 Nevada, MO 64772 


ZA 


Chimney Offset — = 


RUTLAND 


i Ye u need to 
patch, ch, use the hoi 
rand you i 
can trust. 


Rutland gives you į 9 2 25 
the same built-in ie 
dependability 
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Because Supaflu retains the origi- 
nal charm and craftsmanship built 
into so many older chimneys while 

providing a new margin of safety, d 
performance and durability older the 1920's 

chimneys never knew, Supaflu ` 


gives new life to some of our most Wet or Dry 

historic chimneys. That’s why when 

home restoration experts run into Roof Cement 
Brush or trowel on in the worst weather to stop | 

water damage instantly. Excellent adhesion 

on wet surfaces. 


Handcrafted Wooden 
Storm-Screen Doors 


© 36 styles of doors in all sizes 

e Planters and benches in many styles. 

e Chippendale railing & gates 

© Many Victorian accents: brackets, 
running trim, cornices, spandrels, 
gable decorations and much more. 

e Custom orders welcome. 


chimney problems, their solution 
is Supaflu. Whether your chimney 
is historic, or just very, very used, 


| 
Supaflu can make it like new. Heavy Duty | 
a Roof Cement #4 


National Supaflu Systems, Inc. | A heavy duty patch that will hold and last. 


P.O. Box 89, Walton Industrial Park Apply with a trowel in warm weather 
Walton, NY 13856 | for best results 


1-800-788-7636 Se | 
ai In cartridges, gallons and 5 gal. pails. | For catalog send $2.00 to 
The Old Wagon Factory 


RUTLAND PRODUCTS P.O. Box 1427 Dept. OJ 72 
Box 340 Clarksville, VA 23927 
DIIRIS Rutland „Vermont 05702-0340 (804) 374-5787 


As . R. BURROWS & COMPANY 
eee A | 


med | Ne 


25 Decorative 2 
Ceiling Tiles ; 


The ng, and beauty of yes- 
terday but made of durable, light- 
weight, high impact polystyrene. 
They are easy to install, paintable 
and washable. Available in flame 
retardant materials and colors 
other than white at special prices 
Several patterns to choose from 


Finely crafted cupolas | N 
with handseamed copper Y 
) 


f 
roofs, period weather ) 
vanes, caps and | i q 
finials for = : 

| | 


Nottingham 
Lace Curtains 
Artistic 
N, Wallpapers 
di William Morris 
È. Carpets 


w 


replication or 
restoration. Ss 


Free brochure 
Catalog $4.00. 


e 


€ 
x 
Pal 


Catalog & 


- plus custom design and molding pams 9 5 Samples $5 
Services available * ? E 2 —— 
Call or write ' 4 a P.O. Box 522, 


W> > Snelling’s 


Thermo-Vac, Inc. 
P.O. Box 210 Blanchard. La 71009 
Ph. 318-929-7398 FAX 318-929.7398 


E NNIN ER | Rockland, MA 


617/982-1812 


CUPOLAS & WEATHER VANES 


RDI BOX 447) (914) 343-2229 
MIDDLETOWN NEW YORK 10940 
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Historie Hbuse Plans 


ex 


ail-order plans have a long history in shaping the resi- 
dential architecture of the country. Of the thousands of house plans available today, few exhibit good design and a grasp of 


historical proportion and detail. So, in response to requests from OH] readers, the editors have “done the homework”: We've 


hand-picked plans. In each issue, we offer the most attractive, authentic, and buildable of the historical designs, from all peri- 
ods of American architectural history. Let us know what plans youre looking for. 


You can order actual blueprints for all the houses featured. Plans conform to national building-code standards — 


however, modifications are usually necessary for your site and local requirements, so you'll probably need the assistance ofa 


professional designer (your builder may qualify) or an architect. 


For the houses shown in 
this issue, blueprints include: 
* Foundation plan for base- 
ment or crawl space. (Crawl 
space plans can easily be 
adapted for full basements by 
your builder.) 

* Detailed floor plans show- 
ing all dimensions for fram- 
ing, plus detailed layout and 
location of electrical and 
plumbing components. 
Interior elevations are 
included in some plans, 
showing interior views of 
kitchen, bath, fireplace, built- 
ins, and cabinet designs. 

+ Window and door schedule. 


OH] HOUSE PLAN SERVICE 
Gloucester, MA 01930 


2 Main Street, 


Address 


* Building cross sections: cor- 
nice, fireplace, and cabinet 
sections when needed to help 
your builder understand 
major interior details. 
Framing diagrams that 
show layouts of framing 
pieces and their locations for 
roof, first and second floors, 
* Energy-saving specs, includ- 
ing vapor barriers, insulated 
sheathing, caulking and 
foam-sealant areas, batt insu- 
lation, and attic exhaust 
ventilators. 


Why order multiple sets? 
If you're serious about build- 


ing, you'll need a set each for 
the general contractor, mort- 
gage lender, electrician, 
plumber, heating/ ventilating 
contractor, building permit 
department, other township 
use or interior designer, and 
one for yourself. Ordering 
the 8-set plan saves money 
and additional shipping 
charges. 

Other notes: (1) Plans are 
copyrighted, and they are 
printed for you when you 
order. Therefore, they are not 
refundable. If you order addi- 
tional sets of the same plan 
within 30 days of your origi- 


Please send the following: 


PLAN NAME 


#1 (J ONE COMPLETE SET OF WORKING DRAWINGS 


#2 [Q] FIVE-SET PACKAGE 


#3 (LJ EIGHT-SET PACKAGE... 


nal order, you can purchase 
them for $15 each. (2) Mir- 
ror-reverse plans are useful 
when the house would fit the 
site better “flopped.” For this 
you need one set of mirror- 
reverse plans for the contrac- 
tor; but because the reverse 
plans have backwards letter- 
ing and dimensions, all other 
sets should be ordered right- 
reading. (3) Heating and air- 
conditioning layouts are not 
included. You need a local 
mechanical contractor to size 
and locate the proper unit for 
your specific conditions of 
climate and site. 


#4 O ADDITIONAL SETS OVER 8 OF WORKING DRAWINGS @ SISEA e 


#5 U PLEASE INCLUDE I ADDITIONAL SET OF MIRROR REVERSE @ $25 
ADD POSTAGE & HANDLING 


CÌ CHECK ENCLOSED 
CARD NO. 


CHARGE TO: [) VISA 


J Mc 


EXP. DATE 


SIGNATURE OF CARDHOLDER 


OT ee eee 


Please allow 3 weeks for delivery. 


COUPON EXPIRES JANUARY 1993 


Quartersawn 
Clapboard Siding 
and Building Materials 
including Wide Pine 
and Hardwood Flooring 


Quartersawing produces 
a vertical grain clapboard. 
* Twists and warps less 

» Wears more evenly 

X * Bonds paint and stain better 


Wt bib 


SN Also featuring... 
X Olympic Machinecoat™ 
: Exterior Finish 


Decorative Metal Ceilings 


for all types of siding. | Original turn-of-the-century patterns 
Allows priming or finishing Using eighty year old dies, the W. F. Norman Corporation is once 
prior to installation again producing metal plates for the design of ceilings and wall cover- 
with 10 year warranty: | ings. Their growing popularity stems not only from nostalgia but 
* Crack, Peel and Flake Resistant from their beauty, permanence, fireproofing and economy. 


＋ ; 3 . | The fullness of the Hi-Art™ line — including center plates, corner 

x „ ; plates, border plates, cornice and filler plates — permits classic 

— MAb da designs to be produced that are architecturally proportioned for an 
exact fit. 


Granville Manufacturing 
Company, Inc. Est. 1857 Write for reproduction copy of 72 page illustrated catalog. Price 83. 


Granville, Vermont 05747 £ 
gun. 767.47 | W.F Norman Corporation 


| P.O. Box 323 è Nevada, Missouri 64772 è 1-800-641-4038 
Call or Write for Free Brochure 


100% COTTON SHOWER CURTAIN 


Don't "dump" another plastic shower curtain! Tightly 
woven 100% cotton duck gets wet, but water stays 
in the tub. No liner necessary. Machine washable! 
No more grimy, sticky vinyl. Rustproof grommets. 
White or Natural, $30 + $3.25 shipping. (NY resi- 
dents add tax). Send check or money order to: 

NOPE / (Non-Polluting Enterprises) 

P.O. Box 3330 

Smethport, PA 16749 

For VISA/MC orders call: 1-800-782-NOPE 


Other products available, call/write for FREE catalog. 


IN A RECENT POLL 
100% OF THOSE 
BIRDS INTERVIEWED l 

FOUND OUR PRODUCT | Ñ 
TOTALLY REPELLING i ers Non-Flammable Paint Remover 


Sterling 


FRAT ire. , : e #1 in New England for 35 years! 

oun Nixalite stainless à ° Strips wood, metal, glass & masonry 
, steel needle strips ° Preferred over national brands 

S/ 4 a — Effective, humane : ° Safe, quick & effective 
bird control. For : 2 As for it by name 
the whole story, contact us. i og i 4 ° Dealer inquiries invited fag etapa e 

NIXALITE Of AMERICA — f 
1025 16th AVENUE : E Seals Wood E Dries Clear 


E Needs No Waxing 


For a free refinishing brochure, write: E Gloss or Satin Finish 


ye PRS ae teil SCL Corp., Box J, Dept. OHJ, Malden, Ma. 02148 


SPECIALISTS IN BIRD CONTROL 
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Colonial Village Cape 1 


f 3 44 t 1 
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HIS 18TH-CENTURY COLONIAL VILLAGE CAPE IS A POPULAR HOUSE TYPE THAT 

dots the New England landscape. Attention to interior details is the hallmark 

of this design. Its traditional center-chimney plan features a keeping room 
with a brick bake oven, east and west parlors, and a front-stair hall. In addition 
to four Rumford fireboxes and a classic corner cupboard, the interior plans spec- 
ify period mouldings, paneling, and mantels. A tasteful front entry with transom 
lights graces the exterior. Note the beaded clapboards and traditional cornice. 
Working drawings include a catalog of reproduction materials for producing the 
finest authentic period details. 


1 i! Eee Poo, 


2} 


first t floor 
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Plan: LH-02-C 


Costs: $400; $475 (set of 5); $520 (set of 8) 

Square Footage: 2280 (total), 1280 (first floor), 
1000 (second floor) 

Ceiling Height: 8' (first floor), 8' (second floor) 

Overall Dimensions: 


Width: 32', Depth: 4o! 


second, floor 
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HOMESAVER” 
CHIMNEY LINERS 


FOR RESTORING GREAT OLD CHIMNEYS ON GREAT OLD HOMES 


Lifetime warranty. UL-Listed. Call or write for a FREE brochure and the 
name of an installer/dealer in your area. 1-800-437-6685, ext. 500; 9:00 A.M. 
to 5:00 P.M. Central Time, Monday through Friday. 


HomeSaver Chimney Liners, P.O. Box 664, Fairfield, [A 52556 


LIGHTS-MAILBOXES-PLANTERS 


ALUMINUM PRODUCTS ©) 
4 * BROCHURE AE Custom Fabrication a 7 af 
al CORNICES el; || all all el 
z LOUVERS =I s)| sll Sl] $ 
z CUPOLAS Aj 4 all T) 
5 COLUMNS | È| | Si E| 
2 BALUSTRADES H P E ja ga 
SHUTTERS Old-Fashioned Cut Nails. The Tremont Nail Co. makes 
URNS & BALLS 20 varieties of cut nails using the old patterns, including 


rosehead, oval bung, and wrought-head. Sample kit 
containing one of each of the 20 patterns, a history of 
nails in America, and a price list is $4.99 ppd 


Tremont Nail Co., Dept OHJ72, 8 Elm St, 
Box 111 Wareham, MA 02571 


BRANDON INDUSTRIES 
4419 WESTGROVE DR. ¢ DEPT. OHJ 
DALLAS, TX 75248 ® (214) 250-0456 


Baked on finishes available 


call or write 


AMPBELLSVILLE 
NDUSTRIES, INC. 
P.O. Box 278, Dept. OHJ 


Campbellsville, KY 42718 
502-465-8135 


Loauld ANd 


EXTERIOR SHUTTERS 


Affordable 
Shipped Anywhere 


BALDWIN 


Lexington Design 
mortise lock handieset 
with knob and oval plate 


trim inside - polished brass 
$210.00 prepaid in U.S.A. 
Miss. residents add 6% tax. 
Visa & Mastercard accepted 


Durable White Pine 
Moveable Louvers, fixed 
louvers or raised panel. 
Custom-made arches. 


Address Changes 
Jo change your address, inquire 
about your subscription, or renew 
it, contact: 
Old-House Journal 
P.O. Box 58017 
Boulder, CO 80322-8017 
~ (800) 234-3797 _. 


Call toll-free 800-821-2750 
In Miss. call 800-321-8107 
Ask forthe Hardware Department 


Unfinished or painted in 
the brand & color of 
your choice. 

Hinges and Holdbacks 


Id 
AARO 
HARDWARE CO. inc 


126 E. Amite St., PO Box 102, 
Jackson, MS 39205 


t Brochure, call or write: 
SHUTTERCRAFT, 282 Stepstone Hill 
Guilford, CT 06437 (203) 453-1973 


F 
N ANTHONY @ 


5 WOOD PRODUCTS 
P : 


Gable Trim 
Fretwork 
Brackets 


4 Corbels 
A 1979 


Box 1081T 


AT LAST, A WORTHY COMPANION TO YOUR HERITAGE HOME 
ERECT PRIMED COMPONENTS IN UNDER TWO DAYS 


HERITAGE GARDEN HOUSES 


A Morris Design 


MUSEUM 
QUALITY 
Garden pavilion reproduc tion 
Pool house 

Potting shed 

Tool storage 

— Hot tub enclosure 
— — Also colonades, seats. 


ITALIANATE $5000 


W indow 8. 
doors, doorways 


and interiors. 


Newel! Posts 
Balusters 
Finials 
FIFTEEN METICULOUSLY 
CORRECT STYLES 

Four Classical 

Six Victorian 

Five 18th and 20th C. 


Hillsboro TX 76645 
817/582-7225 


Architectural Components, Inc. 


Dept.OH], 26 No. Leverett Road 
Montague, MA 01351 (413) 367-9441 


For catalog send $2.00 to HERITAGE GARDEN HOUSES 
CITY VISIONS, INC. 311 SEYMOUR, LANSING MI 48933 
517-372-3385 
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Arts & Cralis- Style Cottage 


ANY READERS HAVE REQUESTED POST-VICTORIAN HOUSE PLANS AND 
M this early 20th-century-style cottage is one of the best we've seen. Plan: RT-01-P 

Like the originals, it has low-pitched, clipped gables with support- Costs: $200; $260 (set of 5); $310 (set of 8) 
ing braces, clapboard siding, and a partial-width porch. The porch supports Square Footage: 1798 (total), 1114 (first floor), 
— columns on piers that continue to the ground level — are also typical. 684 (second floor). 
Although this house is under 2,000 sq. ft., the plan incorporates four bedrooms Ceiling Height 9 (first floor), ꝙ (second floor), 
and well-proportioned living areas comfortably. The breakfast nook, whichis Overall Dimensions: 
accessible from the kitchen and the dining room, has a vaulted ceiling. Width: zy“, Depth: 39’. 
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The Ward 


Quartersawn PROTECT YOUR HOME FROM 
Clapboard INDOOR POLLUTION 


Authentically Produced BIO SHIELD is a new star in the bright heaven of healthy home products 
Early American Clapboards consisting of natural, low-toxic, and low-odor cleaner concentrates, 
paints, earth pigments, and glues. 


BIO SHIELD Cleaners are fully biodegradable in a minimum amount of 
time and do not leave toxic traces in or contaminate water ways. They are 
also safe for septic systems. The cleaners are sold in the highest possible 
concentration, with samplers and small amounts of concentrate in glass 
bottles, large sizes (1 & 5 Gallons) in reusable, refillable plastic containers. 


BIO SHIELD water soluble paint is delivered in powder form. This way we 
reduce energy costs, and allow the usage of minimum packaging 


materials. It does not contain any preservatives, fungicides, or biocides. 
The paint has a very low-allergenic effect. Organic earth pigments pro- 
vide beautiful colors and are free of toxic metals. 


: Also available in powder form are BIO SHIELD paint stripper for the 
Over 100 years of continuous operation by the removal of old enamel and oil based paints, high quality wall paper 


Ward family. Quartersawing produces a verti- 
cal grain which eliminates warping and ac- cellulose glue, and an extremely durable wood glue. 


cepts paint and stain easily for extended life For a FREE catalog with over 500 products 


and beauty. Spruce and pine. Widths from 4- j i 
1/2" to 6-1/2" — 1 for a healthy home & body write or call: 


Ward Clapboard Mill THE NATURAL CHOICE 


P.O. Box 1030 ECO DESIGN CO. 

Waitsfield, VT 05673 1365 RUFINA CIRCLE #119 

Moretown, Vermont SANTA FE, NM 87501 (505) 438-3448 
(802) 496-3581 


Patten, Maine 
(207) 528-2933 


For hard-to-find 5 RAS By, © 


* MOULDINGS * 

* RAILINGS w i sagging plaster N e 
* BALUSTERS G iing buiton up into the lath, 

„ WAINSCOTING 7 i and cover with sim cog af on 

* COLUMNS Faas t e nagie ip din n 


«CUSTOM MILLWORK ww 12 alvanized screws, 
rt bit. $20.00. tt 
and TURNINGS "S1. 20/doz. (6 doz. min) $16/b. FACTORY DIRECT SHIPMENTS 
(21 doz/lb.) Screwgun tip no charge. AT DISCOUNT PRICES! 
Send check with order to: Hand Carved, Solid Mahogany Wood Frames, 


n Over 200 Fabrics, Paian Carrara Marble Table Tops 
In. l. conpo FASTENATION Sela rae 
COMPANY Inc. P.O. Box 1364, Marblehead, MA 01945 HARERLOOM 

FAX: (617) 539-0534 


White Plains, NY est Sth Stree Montgomery, AL 3 
Stormville, NY * 82 IAE marr 
Phone or FAX your 
1 * * — 1 
F AST orice, 1 CUMBERLAND Ha Lampshades of Antique 
p q GENERAL STORE z ; Dept. 14, P.O. Box 2, Medford, OR 97501 
Just send us a tracing OF eas ; 
or sketch of the profile One-of-a-kind Merchantile : 


Hardware Company 
Selection of practical items 


Phone 914/946-4111 ani wale tor home ani 
FAX 914/946-3779 farmstead, including 


everything from windmills 
to woodstoves, Victorian 


or send $2 for our baths to tonics, hand 
32-page color catalog to: pumps, buggies, and more. 280-page catalog. 
254 Ferris Ave $3.00 (refundable w/ order). Send to: 
White Plains NY 10603 Cumberland General Store Luh 
Route 3 Box 81 Dept OH99 > 
4 6 styles $35-$95 = Phone (503) 826-9737 
We Ship Nationwide! Crossville, TN 38555 We can recover your frame. Catalog $4 
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HE HANDY COMBINATION r 


of a barn with a shed 


garage provides a shel- 


tered space for boats, campers, 


or farm machinery as well as a 


car. The row of transom lights 


above the io high barn door is 


a traditional New England out- 


building detail. Inside the spa- 


cious 18’ x 26 barn, there is also 


a large storage loft for equip- 


ment. The attached 12’ x 205 


shed garage is ample room for 


a single car. 


Plan: Cl ).06-( j 


Cost: $50 


Square Footage: 78 


Ceiling Height: 20' to ridge 


Overall Dimension: 


Width: 26', Depth: 30' 


Equipment Shed 


HE STRAIGHTFORWARD DESIGN OF THIS EQUIP- 


ment shed, with vertical board siding and a Š 


batten barn door, makes it an appropriate 


addition to a 19th-century landscape. The shed can 


fit a workbench for tools and large equipment, such 


as lawn tractors and snowmobiles. In the loft, there 


is more storage space for smaller items. 


Plan: CD-07-G 


Cost: $25 


Square Footage: 192 


Ceiling Height: 14' 10” to ridge 


Overall Dimensions: 


Width: 16’, Depth: 12’ 
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Everything Victorian 


@ Fretwork gingerb read and lots 
more for interior and exterior use 
most complete ne availobie 
e Save with factory-to-you pricing 
Send $4.50 for full color, 52-page 
Product and design idea catalog. 
P.O. Drawer 609, 
Carlisle, PA 17013 


Maiei} 2:9. Drawer sos, 
i 


717/243-0063 


A Complete Line Of Original 
Architectural Antiques 


* Brass lighting fixtures Le 
Victorian plumbing fixtures 

and accessories 
o Fireplace mantles & accessories 
Doors, Windows, Stained Glass 


CALL FOR OUR BROCHURE 


chitectural 
Pg Vision 


HARBORSIDE, MAINE 04642 
(207) 326-4938 


Send Us Your Broken Hardware, 
& We'll Make It New Again! 


We love to restore period hardWare and ornate. light- 
ing fixtures, and offer the widest variety of brass restora- 
where, which ya ge: 


| LENGE ANG 
brass, copper, 1 , stainless steel. 

Talk to us about your project. You may also Fax a 
drawing or simply ship us your hardware. 


x CONANT CUSTOM BRASS x 
270 Pine Street, Dept. TB, Burlington, VT 05401 


(802) 658-4482 FAX (802) 864-5914 
VICTORIAN 


RO ANTIQUE “ORR $ 
Humm FIXTURES F AND TURN OF THE CENTURY 


Chandeliers, Sconces & Fixtures 
© Design Replacement 
è Contract Parts & 

© Manufacturer Glass Shades 
© Restoration 


Claw Tubs e Brass & Chrome 
Showers » Shower Rings @ 
Pedestal Sinks e Faucets ®© Oak 
High Tank Toilets „ Cage 
Showers „ Cross Handles 
Porcelain „ Hard-to-Find Parts 
e A Huge Selection of 
Accessories „ Expert Advice 


THE MOST COMPLETE 
SOURCE FOR ANTIQUE 
AND REPRODUCTION 


_ GAS, OIL AND 
Plumbing Catalog ELECTRIC LIGHTING 


$6.00 Lighting Catalog $5.00 
Call toll free 1-800-366-3347. We accept VISA/MC/AMEX 
THE FINEST LAMP & FIXTURE RESTORATION AVAILABLE. 

ROY ELECTRIC CO., Inc. NYC & LI (718) 434-7002 

SHOWROOM: 1054 Coney Island Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11230 


The Brickyard 

P.O. Box A 

Harrisonville, MO 64701 Developed for Historic Structures 

sills/sash siding / trim 
tailings cornices 
balustrades rafters / vigas 

porches / steps beams / posts 
columns plates / sills / studs 
flooring timber frame / logs 


Save Time Save Money » Save Historic Fabric 


Free Product Information 
Conservation Services 


8 LAKESIDE TRAIL, KINNELON, NJ. 07405 (201) 838-6412 


Build With Pieces of History 
Now available in very limited quantities— 
Authentic decades-old unused clinker brick 
Due to changes in brick manufacture, when 

there won't be any more 


are 
Write for free literature or send $10.00 for 


pner list, color os and sample brick 
Also available-wire cut solid brick 
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EXTERIOR COLOR SCHEMES — The Col- 
or People will create custom tailored 
designs for your home or commercial 
buildings. Services are available nation- 
wide through mailorder. We also teach 
“How-To” seminars to groups. Nation- 
ally known and respected. Free informa- 
tion. Contact: The Color People, 1546 
Williams #201, Denver, CO 80218, (800) 
541-7174, or fax (303) 388-8686. 


HISTORIC WINDOW SASHES — Window 
sashes using authentic mortise-tenon 
square peg joinery by hand. Glazed or 
unglazed. Mouth-blown restoration glass. 
Northern White Pine. Years of experi- 
ence. For references and literature contact: 
The Allyn House, PO Box 155, Nauvoo, 
IL 62354, (217) 453-2204. 


ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES — Architec- 
tural and preservation problem-solving 
for old buildings and their owners: Archi- 
tectural services include restoration, con- 
servation, replication and additions, build- 
ing evaluation, analysis, technical assistance 
and trouble-shooting, Research and con- 
sultation are also available. Award winning 
specialists in residences, churches, and his- 
tory museums. The Office of Allen 
Charles Hill, AIA, Historic Preservation 
& Architecture, 25 Englewood Road, 
Winchester, MA o1890, (617) 729-0748. 


RENOVATION AND PRESERVATION OF HIS- 
TORICAL STRUCTURES — Specialists in 
architectural detail conservation: cleaning, 
consolidation, replacement of deteriorat- 
ed elements. Conservation of: Stone (sculp- 
ture, portals, capitals, reliefs, gravestones), 
masonry, flat and ornamental plaster, stuc- 
co, graffiti, woodwork, decorative metal- 
work. Also complete interior restoration 
and murals and paintings conservation. 
Polan Renovation, PO. Box 281155, East 
Hartford, CT 06128-1155, (203) 289-7006. 
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PRESERVATION CONSULTANT — Prob- 
lems with your historic building? Con- 
sulting for homeowners, architects, con- 
tractors and tradespeople on restoration of 
historic structures. Nationally recognized 
and frequent OH] contributor. Provides 
practical and economic solutions. John 
Leeke, RRI Box 2947 Sanford, ME 


04073. (207 324-9597. 


HISTORIC WOODWORKING — All types 
of interior and exterior architectural mill- 
work. Historic replication and radiused 
work our specialty. Window frames and 
sash, any lite pattern or balance system. 
Frame and panel doors, doweled or mor- 
tise and tenoned. Mouldings, railings and 
detail, any profile or pattern. McDan 
Woodworking, 374 East Broad Street, 
Gibbstown, NJ 08027. Contact David 
Dannenberg or Michael McClintock at 
(609) 423-5337. 


PETER LOOMS ARCHITECT & FINE ARTS 


— Since 1958. Emphasis on planning/ 


design services for restoration, recon- 
struction and rehabilitation of existing 
properties, including residential and com- 
mercial. Completed works include Larimer 
Square in Denver. Serving West and 
Southwestern U.S. Studio Sipapu, PO. 
Box 5091, Taos, NM 87571, (507) 758-8810. 


STAINED GLASS RESTORATION — Stained 
glass and leaded windows expertly restored 
using authentic materials. Window and 
lamps restored, re-sized, repaired. Also 
commissions accepted for new works. 
Serving New England. Westminster 
Stained Glass, 62 Westminster St. Spring- 
field, MA o1109, or call Conrad Chaffee, 
413) 734-4382. 


ARCHITECTURAL PAINT STRIPPING OF 


WOOD OR MASONRY — Interior and exte- 
rior services available. Contractor serves 
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residential and commercial markets in the 
New York area since 1981. Free estimates. 
Insured and reliable. Contact: Top Hat 
Enterprises, PO Box 116, Mongaup Valley, 
NY 12762. In (914) area code call (800) 
287-1123, or phone (914) 583-4278. 


HONE WOODSTRIPPING AND REFINISH- 
ING, INC. — All architectural wood fin- 
ishes expertly stripped and refinished, since 
1983. New Jersy based - will travel. Free 
estimates, fully insured, Contact Jack 
Hone, 5 Spring Lane, Warren, NJ 07059, 
(908) 647-7120. 


ARCHITECTURAL ROOF TILE & COPPER 
— Restoration and repair of clay tile roofs 
to original condition, many used roof tile 
in stock, and we can reproduce tile for spe- 
cific needs. Servicing the Northeast, lim- 
ited scheduling available for 1992. Call (800) 
543-9366 for information on services. 


This special classified section is available to 
designers, consultants, contractors, and 

offering hard-to-find restoration 
services. Rates are $200 for the first 40 
words, $4.00 for each additional word. Logos 
can be printed on a space-available basis. The 
deadline for inclusion is the Ist of the month, 
2 months prior to publication (January Ist 
for the March/April issue). Submissions 
must be in writing accompanied by a check. 

Old- House Journal 
Attn: Restoration Services 
2 Main Street 
Gloucester, MA 01930 


QVOODEN FLAG POLES 


Put the Spirit of 1776 
in Your Front Yard. 


A few of these prized wooden poles still 
grace mansions, schools and courthouses 
across America. We're recreating this era for 
today’s caring home-owner pa =e = 
in hand-made wooden d i 
| beauties with the classic 
square-to-octagomto 
tapered round design 

Made of select Douglas 


Fir, they re turned on a SS Zz 
custom lathe and painted Vertical grain laminated 
| with ten coats to a gloss 1% wail for high tensi 


light-weight strength 


white finish. 
Shipped to your home, ready to install on 
our rust-free steel base. Poles come with all 
accessories plus a brass customed-engraved 
and numbered owner's plaque and 50-star and 
original 13-star flags. Our poles are made to 
order and guaranteed to last a lifetime. Can't 
buy at retail. Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 
Write or call for free color brochure, prices 


TOLL FREE 1-800-285-2122 
-iae LA | 
Enhancing the 
grounds of the 
DDr ona home. 


423 Tehama -8 San Francisco, CA 94103 


¥ Solid Mahogany 


talian Marbie 
Ship Worldwide Tops 
SAVE UP TO 40% OFF SUGG. RETAIL. 


Color catalog of Victorian & French reproductions. 


Shipped fri. collect 
@® send $3 for catalog, foreign Se am 


SNA HOUSE 


6 1022 SO. DECATUR ST. DEPT, 0H792 
‘MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA 36104 
(205) 264-3558 


MACQUARRIE & NICCUM 
COPPERSMITHS 


Hand Crafted 
Weathervanes 


Lights 


Custom Designs 


203-749-2774 


or w 
413-566-8559 Y 


P.O. Box A» Somersville, CT 06072 
Illustrated Brochure $3.00 


Erie Landmark Company offers custom- 


lettered bronze markers for indoor- 
outdoor use. 


-National Register Plaques: 
starting from $ 50.00 
-Custom wording: 
starting from $ 90.00 
-AII sizes from Medallions to 
Roadside Markers 
-Graphics & Logos Reproduced 
-Metal Photo Images 
-"In Our Time"-Time Capsules 
-Discounts to Historical Societies 


Call or send for FREE brochure: 


Erie Landmark Company 
4449 Brookfield Corporate Dr. 
Chantilly VA 22021-1642 
Toll Free: 1-800-874-7848 
Fax: 703-818-2157 


Satisfaction guaranteed 
Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery 


Exclusive Manufacturers of 


Reinforced Concrete Roof Tiles 


Richmond Precast Concrete 
Products Company 
P.O. Box 37099 
Richmond, Virginia 23234 
(804) 275-8262 


AUTHENTIC 
VICTORIAN 


SCREEN-STORM 


DOORS 


Couchstone Woodworks 


Dept. OHJ PO Box 112 
Ravenna, OH 44266 
(216) 297-1313 


Send t follars iew our elegant collection 
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Plaster Washers 


Now you can save and restore 
your plaster ceilings and walls 
for just pennies. 


r 


Charles St. Supply Co. 
54 Charles Street 
Boston Ma. 02114 


Call: (617) 367-9046 
or (800) 382 4360 


Low prices - Fast delivery 
Free screw tip with every order 
Call in your order today! 
Orders shipped within 24 hours 
Next day delivery available 
VISA and Mattan accepted 
I0 doz. for $10 - 21 doz. for $20 
Complete starter kits $15.00 & up. 


VIXEN HILL CEDAR 


Solve your replacement and refinishing problems cost 
effectively with cedar shutters. Authentic teak-pegged mortise 
& tenon construction in numerous louver and panel designs, 

sized to your window. Send $1.00 for color brochure. 
Vixen Hill, Dept. I. Elverson, PA 19520. 215-286-0909 


LIQUID RUBBER ROOF 


Our liquid rubber roof system will create a seamless, 
flexible, waterproof skin over your old tar or metal roof 
Application couldn't be easier: just paint on two to four 
Coats with a roller! Since we use only 100% acrylic 
polymer in a water base with non-toxic 
pigments and mixing agents, our system 
is safe for the user and the environment 
Choose from heat-reflecting white, tin- 
red, copper-green, concrete-gray, black 
and other stock and custom colors. We 
also offer Butyl and EPDM 
sheet rubber for new flat 
roofs, roof decks, planter 

boxes, and garden ponds 


RESOURCE CONSERVATION TECHNOLOGY, INC. 
2633 North Calvert Street Baltimore, MD 21218 
(410) 366-1146 
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House 


LACON, IL — 1900 Colonial on triple lot. i rooms, 5 
f 

baths 

gold-etched tiles and original fixtures). 4600 sq ft. 


bedrooms with transoms, 2-1/2 master has 
maple and pine floors, leaded and beveled glass, silk- 
painted dining room, 12’ ceilings with columns, library 
and music alcoves, 2 onyx fireplaces. $189,000. Call 


309 ) 246-3516. 


SEARSPORT, ME — Restored circa 1820s Colonial 
Revival sea captain's house with ocean views. 
Residential and/or commercial use. 4 large bedrooms, 
3 baths including whirlpool jacuzzi. Fireplaces, 
spacious formal dining room, den, eat-in kitchen 
Attached big bam. $179,000. Call Jim Rose at (207 
548-6117. 


BALTIMORE, MD — Victorian row house, 1880s 
Italianate style in Mount Vernon Historic District. 3 
floors plus basement, ii rooms, 4 bedrooms, 2 baths. 
Many original features including floors, mould dings, 
and fixtures. Major systems recently updated, 
restoration in progress, needs TLC. Owners must 


relocate. $114,500. Call (410) 547-1161. 


Port TOWNSEND, WA — One of Port Townsend's 
most charming bread and breakfast inns. Situated in 
the center of the Historic District with water and 
mountain views. Beautifully renovated inside and out 
with 6 bedrooms and five baths. Priced at $465,000 
completely furnished. H.J. Carroll Real Estate, (800 
344-7199. 


ForT BRIDGER, WY — 1800s 2-storey Victorian. 
Was part of original Army officer's quarter's. Must be 
moved off site. Needs major restoration. Price 
negotiable. Contact: Fort Bridger Historical 
Association, PO Box 112. Fort Bridger, WY 82933, 
(307) 782-3842. 


NORTH Fork, LI, NY — New York State’s oldest 
settlement. Late 1600s. 2 stories, 4 rooms, 4 fireplaces, 
central chimney and hall. Gutted with new roof and 
foundation. Shaded by giant buttonwood tree. 
$100,000. Call (516) 734-7474- 

TAYLOR, TX — 2-storey 1903 Colonial. 5800 sq. ft. 
on 3 lots. 4 bedrooms, 4 baths. 4 fireplaces, working 
elevator. Antique fixtures, bevelled and stained glass 
windows, custom cabinetry in all rooms, and many 
more elegant features. Swimming pool, carriage 
hose / garage with apartment. $350,000. Call (512) 352- 
$212 or 352-9324. 


JOURNAL 
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SAVANNAH, GA — Charming Victorian cottage. 2 
bedrooms. Wainscotting in large kitchen and bath. 
Parlor with bay window. Carved front door and 4 


Journal 


beautiful carved oak mantels with beveled mirrors. 
Wrap-a-round porch. Extra storage. Azaleas and 
dogwood. Ideal for small business. $65,000. Call (803 
648-1390 after 5pm est. 


Boston, MA 


Victorian. Located on tree-lined 


6-family, antique gingerbread 
street. Details, 
turrets, 3-storey dumbwaiters. 2 or 3 bedrooms, living 
room, dining room, kitchen with pantry in each unit. 
Live free with substantial positive cash flow. $229,000 


Call (617) 523- 


BLOOMSBURY, NJ — Idyllic setting for today’s 
country lifestyle, 3000 89. ft, 18th- century, 10-room 


7810 ext. 241. 


Colonial cape. Renov ated barn boasts home 
office/studio plus abundant storage, 2 outbuildings, 
exquisite landscaping with specimen plantings. 


Minutes to I-78. $299,900. Call (gt9) 975-194- 


VERNON, NJ — 
small family-oriented lake community. 2 
fieldstone fireplace, hardwood floors, cathedral ceiling, 
enclosed porch. 8oxioo property bordering woods. 75 
minutes to NYC. $41,000. Call (908) 322-8156. 


Circa 1920 summer log cabin in 
bedrooms, 


Rockport, MA — Converted 3500 sq. ft. barn to 
finish. Potential for large workshop or studio. 
Country kitchen with wood-burning stove. Oversized 
living room and master bed room with 15) ceilings, 
large windows and skylights with sunset view. Near 
beach, schools, farms, woods, and ponds. $179,000. 
Call (508) 546-2150. 


PRINCETON, KY — Century-old restorable log house 
with 15 acres, 2 small lakes, meadows, and woods. 
Electricity. phone, county roads. For photos, contact: 
Dr. Jim Shrewsbury, 505 S. Jefferson, Princeton, KY 
42445, (502 
LAKE VIEW TERRACE, CA — storey Queen Anne. 
7 bedrooms, formal dining room, 


365-6119. 


2 parlors, ornate 
plaster and mouldings. Small yard. Perfect for people 
who want ecology. No off street parking, near new 


subway. $299,000. Call Dale at (818) 899-2105. 


NORFOLK, VA — Circa 1010 -storey brick Fe 

with 3900 sq. ft. in outstanding condition. On 
waterfront in Ghent Historic District. 6 bedrooms, 4- 
Ic, and security. Near 
Eastern, VA medical complex. $445,000. C all (804 


2 baths, gourmet kitchen, a/ 


640-0828. 
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STOCKTON, NJ — Small stone, 1740 house with 
spacious converted 1930 bam. On wooded and rolling 
21 acres with waterfall and stream. Picturesque 
seclusion with semi-formal gardens. 5 miles from 
town. $330,000. Call (305) 296-1866, 


DELLROY, OH — Two 1870s at Atwood Lake 
summer resort area. 2-floor on main drag, appraised 
$39,000. Cottage on crest of hill overlooking village, 
appraised $25,000. Unmuddled. Both would make 


lovely “Painted Ladies.” Call (216) 937-6891. 


Gu, CA 
city historical list. Approximately zoo sq. ft. Large 


— Circa 1887 Queen Anne. County and 


rooms, 1-1/2" ceilings, original gasaleirs in most 
rooms. Exterior painting almost complete. Being 
refurbished inside and out, Granny apartment 
completed, $290,000. Call (408) 848-8424. 


BROOKLYN, NY Restored 1896 4-storey 
townhouse. Original oak and cherry woodwork, 6 
fireplaces, intenor wood shutters, beautiful stained 


glass windows and skylights, country kitchen with 


Garland stove, lage back yard, Loaded win details. 


DELAWARE COUNTY, PA — Circa 1880 Colonial 
baths. “Renovated” in 
the 19208. Many lovely old-house features. 3/4 acre 


farmhouse. 4 bedrooms, 4-1/2 
property backs into 600 acre arboretum. zo minutes to 
Philadelphia. $ 


NORTHEASTERN, OH — Circa 1850s dismantled 
Greek timber-frame home. 1-1/2 


Call (215) 891-0659. 


239,500. ( 


20 x 36. 
Completely tagged and drawings to reassemble. 


-storey, 


Includes flooring, doors, casing, comice, baseboards, 
all framing material. Photos and floor plans available. 


Call Mark Havener at (216) 274-3210 or 274-363}. 


ALBANY, NY — Circa 1780 Greek Revival. Selling 
for $158,900 or willing to trade for property in 
Princeton, NJ. 16 rooms, clapboard, post and beam, 
slate roof, original detailing, upgraded electrical, new 
kitchen, good mechanicals, Upstairs has been gutted. 6 
acres, large maples, small creek, 2 barns. Call (518) 753- 
7576 or (609) 466-1982. 


St. CHARLES, IL — Victorian jewel. Carved front 
door with original brass hardware, handbell, and 
etched glass window, Plaster walls with crown 
mouldings and ceiling medallions. Antique light 
fixtures, large kitchen, romantic dining and living 
rooms, 3 bedrooms, i bath. Full basement with toilet 
and workshop area. Generous closet/storage space. 


$149,000. Call (708) 365-6354- 


Smith-Comell impressions 


* PERSONAL SERVICE 
We specialize in: 
© Sand cast plaques in Bronze, 
Aluminum, Iron and Stainless Steel 
+ GraphicsPlus-Smooth Surface 
Plaques and Markers 

© Unusual sizes and shapes 
*Combinations of Cast plaques 

with a GraphicsPlus insert 


Call or write for a: 


+ FREE BROCHURE 
+ FREE QUOTES 


P. O. Box 29 A 
Maumee, Ohio 43537 


419.891.4329 · 800*325+0248 


SELECTION! 
BRASS 
Reproduction 
Hardware 
and 
Wood Carvings! 

For all renovation projects! 
SEND $1.00 FOR CATALOG TO: 
Van Dyke’s Restorers 
Dept. D90 - Woonsocket, SD 57385 


ghoodFacts, | 


emie Victorian Milf, 


Aut ee), 


901 Harvard, Dept. OHJ 
Houston, Texas 77008 
(713) 863-7600 


Moldings Screen Doors © Porch Parts 
Custom Woodwork © Ornamental Trim 


Send $2.00 for a Catalog 


From the Heart of the South... 


ANTIQUE 
HEART PINE 
FLOORING 


Custom Milling from Antique Beams 


Heart Pine + Heart Cypress 
Cabinetry · Beams 


Stairtreads + Paneling 


SAW: ZS SS: 


AMERICAN 
HARDWOOD 
FLOORING 


Quartersawn + Wide Widths · Long Lengths 
Red Oak + Black Walnut 
White Oak + Ash + Maple 
American Cherry 


Albany Woodworks 


P.O. Box 729 · Albany, LA 70711 «504/567-1155 


ASS z 


e Finishing x, 


Fp — 
to every home “% 


TRULY VICTORIAN” ih 
' CHRISTMAS * 


German Scraps & Dresdens 


request catalogue 93 $3.00 am 
The Victor Trading Company & Manufacturing Works 
\ 114 South Third, P.O. Box 53 An 


Protect Wall Corners 
The Great Old-fashioned Way 


Our unfinished Cornerbeads compliment 
any period or decor. They're among hundreds 
* of hard-to-find, “old style” items we have to 
enhance your old house or capture a bit of the 
Tuis past in your newer home. Each cornerbead is 
„ 47" x 1A" dia.. with 90° notch 
„„ Beechwood. Ea. $10.95; 6 or more $9.30. 
„„, Oak. Each $13.95; 6 or more $11.85. Add 
Shipping: $3.75 (1-5); $6.50 (6 or more) 
` WI residents add 5% tax. VISA/MC, or 
_ AMEX accepted. 
To Order Call TOLL-FREE 


1-800-556-7878 


Or, send for more information 


Crawford's 
Old “House Stone 


550 Elizabeth*Rim840*Waukesha, WI 53186 
Dealer Inquires Invited 
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Struggling with your win- 
dows? Replace old pulleys, 
weights, and ropes for smooth, 
trouble-free operation. 


No need to remove the sash. 
Send for more information 
through the Reader's Service 
section of this issue. 


Pullman Mfg. Corp. 


PHONE: 716-334-1350 FAX: 716-359-4460 


PAINT SHAVER™ POWER TOOL 


© Ecologically safe Patented 
paint removal system 

© Strips 1S.F. of paint in 
15 seconds to the bare wood 


PATENTED 
Power Tools and Accessories 


© Encapsulates debris for 
retrieval into a vacuum 
system 

© Lightweight (4-1/2 Ibs.) 


Easy to use 

© Restores old shingles and 
clapboards to like-new 
condition 


American-International Ind., Inc. 
11168 Park Avenue, Cranston, RI 02910 


Tel. (401) 942-7855 - 1-800-932-5872 


LEADERS OF HIGH SPEED PAINT REMOVAL TECHNOLOGY 


USA made Reggio 

Registers™ en- 

hance wood floors 

and fine carpets. 

: Maximize heat circu- 

lation from woodstoves, 

gravity and forced hot air 

heating systems. Choose from 

elegant brass or traditional cast iron registers and 

grilles. Request our new color catalog for styles, 
sizes, and prices. Available for $1.00 from: 
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MANCHESTER, NY — Circa 1826 cobblestone. 11 
rooms, 2-1/2 baths, formal dining room. 
Approximately 3800 sq. ft.. deep windows, 2 
staircases, new electric and copper plumbing. Very 
private with 5 acres. $199,500. For fact sheet contact: 


Box 302, Manchester, NY 14504, (716) 289-4166. 


Leipsic, DE — Circa 1885 Victorian Gothic in 
fishing village near river, wildlife refuge. 2 stories, 
attic, porches added 1920s. 38x123" lot. Restorable. 
$15,000. Contact: S. Pratt, 2613 Hamill Ct., Virginia 
Beach, VA 23456, (804) 468-4561. 


MOHAWK VALLEY, NY — Restorer's dream. 1840 
unspoiled, hand-tooled limestone Greek Revival. 
Unique architectural features. Situated in the middle 
of 53 private acres overlooking the valley. Restorable 
Dutch bam. 7 miles from NYS thruway, 40 miles to 
Albany. $149,000. Call (914) 354-3905. 


NORTHERN MI — 1895 historically-preserved 
Victorian mansion on National Register. An 
established B&B since 1989. 10 rooms, 4 bedrooms 
with baths and separate living quarters. Prime resort 
area. $195,000. Call Barb Richards at (616) 533-611. 


Homer, NY - 
Old Firehouse” 
Register. 1700 sq. ft., original brick, 


Unique commercial property. “The 
is listed in the National Historic 
ample municipal 
parking, many possibilities (antique shop, boutique, 
deli, professional offices). Call Monique Richardson, 
Yaman Real Estate, at (607) 753-9644. 


GRAFTON, MA — 1917 completely restored, 10-room 
craftsman-style home. French doors, fieldstone 
fireplace in living room, museum quality woodwork 
throughout. Spectacular-view kitchen with 
historically-accurate cabinets, 4-6 sun-filled 
bedrooms. 4-1/2 acres, stone walls, marure plantings. 
go minutes to Boston. Call (508) 839-9227. 


GOSHEN, NH — Unique 1789 plank cape. 9 rooms, 
4 bedrooms, 2 baths, 4 fireplaces. Restored with all 
modern conveniences. Large barn, utility building, 
well water, 21 acres with pond, brook, fruit trees, 
berries. Near skiing, golf, beach. Owner's sacrifice: 
$259,000. Call (603) 863-4881 or 863-2200. 


S. PLAINFIELD, NJ — 1762-1792 Colonial. 3-4 
bedrooms, 1-1/2 baths, great country kitchen, large 
bath with skylight. Beamed ceilings, ceramic tile and 
hardwood floors, beautiful brick and stonework. Not 
far from NYC. $179,000. Call (908) 753-7909. 


Piscataway, NJ — Restored vernacular farmhouse 
in nominated National Register Historic District. 
(stone cellar, floor), 1880 exterior with 
bracketed crossgable and sawtooth frieze, and interior 
with centerhalls, woodwork, and hardware. 4+ 


1782 core 


bedrooms, finished attic, shop, rental apartment. 2 
actes on river preservation area. $215,000. Call (908) 
463-0624. 


OLD-HOUSE JOURNAL 


LANCASTER COUNTY, PA — 1720-1745, 4-floor 
stone house on 1 acre. Historic Register, Original 
features. 7 bedrooms, 3 baths, 3 apartments. Can be 
large mansion. ; new furnaces, $20,000 heating 
system, new plumbing. $132,000. Call (717) 442-3075 
or (416) 986-5148. 


Gloucester, MA — Gallery on the Moors. Dramatic 
1916 Tudor originally a theatre and art gallery. 
Minutes from Rocky Neck art colony and harbor. 4 
bedrooms, office suite, 25 x 40 living room with 
balcony for your soliloquies. 1 acre. $399,000. Call 
(508) 281-2533. 


Mine Hitt, NJ — Turn-of-the-Century Victorian, 
totally restored. 3 bedrooms, large country kitchen, 
formal dining room, foyer with living room, large 
wrap-around porch with circular comer. 2-car garage, 
3/4 acre, zoo acre park to roam. Call (201) 361-7460. 


NASHVILLE, TN — 1912 Colonial Revival, perfect for 
bed & breakfast. 7 bedrooms, 4 baths, 6 fireplaces. 
Innkeeper's apartment, guest house. 2-5 acres. 
Minutes to Opryland, Convention Center, Music 
Row, Once owned by Opry founder, $265,00. Call 
(404) 416-7674. 


DANIELSON, CT 
Colonial. 8 rooms meticulously restored. 2 


- Circa 1740 center-chimney 
full baths, 
original wide pine floors, gunstock comers, exposed 
beams, 5 fireplaces. Terraced yard with perennial 
gardens. 30 minutes to Providence / Worcester. 


$159,900. Call (203) 779-3422 evenings. 


HACKENSACK, NJ — Beautifully renovated 1906 
American foursquare. Wrap-around lemonade porch, 
stained glass windows, parquet floors, new cherry 
kitchen, butler's pantry, 4 bedrooms, 2 baths, finished 
attic, 2-car garage. Easy NY commute, $195,000, C all 
(201) 489-3413. 


WESTFORD, MA 1794 Colonial in 
excellent condition. 3600 sq. ft. carriage house, 7200+ 
sq. ft. antique barn. 2.3 acre buildable lot with grass 


7000+ sq t. 


tennis court. New boiler, electrical service and b& f 
alarm. Wrap-around porch/ portcochere, 5 working 
fireplaces, inlaid hardwood floors, built-in icebox. 
Call Robert Parker at (508) 443-4933- 


BARBOURSVILLE, VA — Circa 1913, Sears house, 
modified “Westly”. 4 bedrooms, 2 baths, 4 porches. 
2,5 acres with addition and small cottage. Tastefully 
renovated throughout. 16 miles from Charlottesville. 
$195,000. Call (703) 832-3700. 


CATSKILLS, NY — 1850 Greek Revival farmhouse, 2 
hours from NYC, on to wooded acres. 4 bedrooms, 
parlor, Colonial fireplace. Lovingly restored partially. 
Needs another lover of old houses to bring it the rest 
of the way. $100,000. Call (708) 869-1969. 


LYNCHBURG, VA — “Belfontaine”, circa 1885, 
restored Victorian. Historical home of Lynchburg 
mayor N. Manson. 3 bedrooms, 2-1/2 baths, French 
and Italianate detailing, fireplaces, porches, garage, 
rented cottage. Expansion possible. $285,000. ERA 
Hill City Realty, Shirley Mikkelson, (804) 237-6580 


OF 237-1239. 


Nyack, NY — 1850 Victorian in pretty Hudson 
River town, jo minutes from Manhattan. Great river 
views. Tin ceilings, natural woodwork, pocket doors, 
wraparound porch, wonderful old kitchen. Top floor 
converted to architect's office. 4700+ sq. ft. $445,000. 
Many other fine old homes available in all price 
ranges. Let me add you to my mailing list. Wright 
Bros., Kara Bergman, (914) 353-5810. 


PLAINFIELD, NJ — 1890 Queen Anne Victorian in 
close-knit historic district. Distinctive wraparound 
porch, turret, Exquisite woodwork, 8’ stained glass 
window, 4 fireplaces. New kitchens, baths, furnace, 
electrical system. 3 charming apartments, each 
appropriate for owner occupier. $249,000. Call (908) 
561-0710. 


Sr. JOE, IN — 1860 Victorian manor. 9 rooms, 3 


bedrooms, 2 baths, 10 ceilings, formal parlor with 


fireplace. Natural butternut and ash woodwork, 


seket doors, updated furnace and electric. Large 
closets, floored full attic, transoms, chandeliers, iron 
fence. 3200 sq. ft. $85,000. Contact: Martin Loy, PO 
Box 227, St. Joe, IN 46785, | 


Gloucester, MA 


2 blocks from harbor with peaks at water and boats. 5 


219 337-5666. 


736 Colonial in historic district, 


bedrooms. Suitable for home office, or convenient in- 
town living. 35 miles to Boston and Logan Airport. 
$179,000. Call (508) 283-9286. 
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Tus & Sink — Sidefill clawfoot tub in excellent 
condition with original fixtures, showerhead unit, 
and curtain ring: $2000. Marble-vanity wall-hung 
sink with china basin and original faucets: $200. 
Contact: R. Shrode, 8320 T 123, Findlay, OH 45840, 
419) 293-2857. 

SLATE ROOF SHINGLES — 18” x 9”. Red and gray. 
Several hundred available at 20¢ each. Call (513) 393- 
3793 after 6pm est. 


Pre-1900s HOMESTEAD - 
3 barns. Many good beams, lumber, and flooring. 


— With large house and 


Many cut stones for recycling. Excepting bids for 
removal this year. Located in West Virginia. Call 
(914) 832-6248 weekends or (304) 623-9687 between 
g am and 1 pm weekdays. 

POCKET Doors — 6 panels, painted. 8'ro” t 
43/4” wide. No hardware. $125 for pair. Call (71 
979-3569- 

ANTIQUE LAUNDRY STOVE — Cast iron. Model 
632A King. $145. Call (513) 393-3793 after 6pm est. 


SINK & STOVE — 1930s-period, deep double sink and 


electric stove. Call (301) 271-9931. 


OveR-MANTEL SHELF UNIT — 1882, oak. 55” wide, 
39" high, 8” deep. Mirror: 30 wide, 22” high. $400. 
Contact: C.J. Haughey, 17 Summit Road, Riverside, 
CT 06878, (203) 637-2131. 

CLAY ROOFING TILE — Ludowici Celadon 
Conoscera (1890s) and French. Write: PO Box 1491, 
Skokie, IL 60076, 

TIFFANY STUDIO WINDOWS — Magnificent, 


original, fully authenticated. Serious inquiries only. 
Call Rich at (718) 523-4274. 


ANTIQUES MAGAZINE — 1966-90, plus others. 289 
issues. An excellent reference source for antiques as 
well as architecture. Newsstand price per copy today 
is $5. Asking $200. Call (413) 245-7679 between 630 - 
10 pm est. 


FREE TO a GOOD HOME — Roper enamel stove, 
circa 1920-30, with all parts. Needs some work (small 
amount of rust, one foot is broken but not missing). 
Call (202) 726-7930. 


ROCKER & CONTAINERS— Antique tufted, 
upholstered oak mission Stickley-era rocker. For 
hoosier cabinets: original glass spice bottles, and glass 
coffee, tea, sugar jars with aluminum lids. Photos on 
request. Call (717) 345-2130. 


Pianos, BACK BAR & MAGAZINES — 2 elegant 
square grands: Chickering and Halleck-Davis, $2500 
each. Walnut back bar: 8' wide, g' high, with 4 lights, 
pink marble, mirror ( x 50"), and brass latches, 
$2500. Complete Harper's: December 1850-November 
1899, make an offer. Call (616) 646-9341. 


RARE Ties — 6” x 6” handmade, unglazed mosaic 
tiles, circa 1935. Persian, Ribbon, and Deco patterns. 
Crafted by Cuban artisan for former National Mosaic 
Tile of Mobile. 3000 never-used. Write: Box 1826, 
Columbus, MS 39703. 


Gas STOVES — 1923 Aristocrat: 4 burners, 2 ovens, 
black graniteware interior, mint condition, $1500. 
1940s Chambers: 3 burners, sunken crock with 
accessones, griddle/broiler, 2 ovens, great condition, 
$1000. 1940s O'Keefe & Merritt: 4 burners, chrome 
top, griddle, great condition, $1000. All are white 
porcelain. Call (303) 592-1944. 

MISCELLANEOUS — Ludowici mission roofing tile: 
about 7 squares, green, $500 sq. 5 foot clawfoot tub: 
refinish, $150. GA white marble slabs, $5 square foot 
Doors and window sash. Refinished oak mantel, 
$300. 1920s kitchen stove, Sgo. Call (404) 577-2621 
or (912) 994-9225. 

HOUSE Parts — 1875 Victorian bullseye woodwork 
in oak, mahogany, cherry, pine, original finish, 
bundled and numbered. Doors with transoms, carved 
mahogany window surround, complete oak staircase, 
cast-iron mantels, windows with weights and pulleys, 
some gingerbread. Call (812) 354-3512. 


Doors, CUPBOARD & CHESTS — 1 pair of pine 
arched panelled doors, 9'5-1/2” x 22”, S600. Pine 
Colonial comer cupboard, 7'6-1/2” tall with top glass 
paned door and 2 blind bottom doors, $750. Blanket 
chests and trunks, $50-$4500. A.C. Ellis, 13 Wokomis, 
Medford Lakes, NJ 08055. 


INDUSTRIAL INTERCOM UNIT — 1930s era, tube-type 
with 2 large wall-mount speakers. 1940s galvanized 
steel “Dr. Pepper” cooler. Contact: Fink, 118 Madison 
St., Lynchburg, VA 24504, (804) 528-8872. 

Roor Tie & Poot Taste — Ludowici clay roof 
tiles in French, Norman, and Spanish styles. 1875 
vintage Eclips-style Brunswick pool table, 4 x 8 inlaid. 
Call (612) 259-0294. 

BATHTUB FIXTURE — Turn-of-the-century, unusual 
fixture (faucet and shower attachment). Cleaned and 
polished. Photo available on request. $300 firm. Call 
(203) 795-4419. 

2 CLAwrooT Tugs — Early 1900s. 1 is full sized in 
excellent condition, $500. 1 is half sized in good 
condition but needs small repair, $150. Both have 
original faucets. Call (516) 757-5249- 


ENTIRE INVENTORY — Kitchen, bathroom fixtures, 
cabinets, interior/exterior doors, hardware, pine and 
poplar trim, leaded glass, etc. Civil War to 1940s. Lost 
my lease! $20,000 value for $12,000. Send S. ASE. to 
H.A.R.T., 7809 Loraine Rd., Cleveland, OH 44102. 


ANTIQUE CHESTNUT FLOORING — In beautiful 
condition. 8o miles north of NYC. Call (914) 234-7905. 


ORIGINAL BARN SIDING — Beautifully weathered. 
3/4” thick, 4” to 9” wide, 4 to 12° long, Contact E. 
Keith, PO Box 1048, Delran, NJ 08075, (609) 461-8837. 
REMOVAL FOR SALVAGE — Old barn 0 x 40’, circa 
1900. Authentic large hand-hewn pegged beams, 
plenty of weathered siding, and wide board chestnut 
flooring, Call (914) 526-3292. 

Oak STAIRCASE — With treads, risers, newels. 36” 
wide, 10” run, 8” rise, 7 steps, right tum landing, 7 more 
steps. $2500 or trade for 1875 mantel. Late Victorian 
double-door lock set, $250. Call (614) 258-4563. 
REFRIGERATING MACHINE — General Electric, type 
DR-2, with round coil top. Circa 1930s. Form E-AC 


motor, single phase, nov, 1/8 HP, 60 cyc, 2.5 amp. 
$250 or BO. NM y RR station benches in parts. 


$150 or B.O. for lot. Call (609) 737-1801. 


FELLOW RENOVATORS — Currently renovating 1889 
Victorian in Somerville, MA. Would like to meet 
other OH] renovators in the area to share hints, 
horrors, and hellos, in addition to wonderful 
discoveries and accomplishments. Erskine Family, 15 
Sycamore St. Somerville, MA 02143, (617) 628-8708. 


Fir Door & WINDoOws— s-horizontal-panel, 
preferably not painted, light stain. 24” x 72” overall, 
15" x 8” panels. Also 3- and 2-unit “piano” windows. 
Contact: Glenn Carson, Rt. 1 Box 187, Chaseburg, WI 
54621, (608) 483-2579. 


RESTORATION WORK — Qualified restorationist 
looking for occasional part-time work on interesting 
projects in the Northern Westchester, NY area. 
Reasonable rates or would consider a barter 


arrangement. Call Howell at (914) 628-2446 evenings. 


STOCK CERTIFICATES — Send or sell “worthless” 
stock certificates. We enjoy the beautiful engravings 
and use them to accent period rooms. Write: Rosanne 
& Jim Triano, 113 Kinsington Rd., Grosse Pointe 


Park, MI 48230. 
LIGHT SHADES — Frosted cut star” style. 4" gas, 2- 


1/4” electric, and 3-1/2" stalactite. Will consider 
singles or sets. Have photos of shades I'm trying to 
match up. No repros please. Contact: Bob Seager, 308 
S. Main St., Plainwell, MI 49080, (616) 685-9661. 


COLUMNS & Door — Pair of interior columns, 6-8” 
tall, quartersawn oak or birch. Raised-panel door, 38” 
x 84" quartersawn oak. Contact: Jon Westby, 1971 
Kenwood Parkway, Minneapolis, MN 55405, (612) 
374-2245. 

CERAMIC QUARRY TILE — For historic preservation 
project. 4-1/4” octagon, 1-1/2" comers, Golden Rod 
color, manufactured by A.E. Tile Company, Ltd., 


circa 1905. Contact: Martin E. Meyer, AI A., 510 

Maine St., Quincy, IL 62301, (217) 222-0554. 

VICTORIAN HIGH-FLUSH TOILET — Must be 

omate. Must have built-in trap. Porcelain base only is 

ok. Mike Yeakel, 2615 Alabama St., Bellingham, WA 
226, (206) 734-5212. 


FURNITURE — 1950s Herman, Miller & Knoll 
furniture designed by Charles Eames, Isamu Noguchi, 
and George Nelson. Letters, photographs, furniture 
catalogs, design magazines from 1945-1959, and Russell 
Wright wooden bowls. Call (301) 699-9248. 

DINING ROOM TABLE — Large and omate for 1895 
Victorian home, Send pictures and price to Melvin 
Pierce, Rt. 2 Box 15A, Scranton, ND 58653- 


Publications 


SAUTTER House Five — Wallpapers of a German- 
American Farmstead. Text, color/b&w photos of wall 
coverings, 18608-1916. Nebraska's pioneer period. 
Historically documented. 1983, 33pp.. pbk. 84/2 x u. 
$8.50 + $2.50 shipping. Bulk rate available. Historical 
Society of Douglas County, PO Box 11398, Omaha, 
NE 6811, (402) 455-9990. 


PRESERVATION WORKSHOP — July 5-17, in Cape May, 
NJ. 2 week-long courses in historic preservation. 
Contact the Mid-Atlantic Center for the Arts, 1048 
Washington St., Cape May, NJ 08204, (609) 884-5404. 

GoLD RusH Days ART & CRAFT SHOW — July 18 
and 19, in Victor, CO. Contact: Victor Chamber of 
Commerce, PO Box 83, Victor, CO 80860. 


AMERICAN CRAFTS FESTIVAL — July 4, 5, fl. and 12, 
at Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts, NYC. 
Write to: American Concer for Art and Craftsman- 
ship, 226 E. 83rd St. #38, New York, NY 10028. 


GREAT AMERICAN HOME AWARDS — The 
deadline for the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation’s Great American Home Awards 
contest is August 31. Recognizing outstanding 
residential rehabilitation efforts in exterior, interior, 
additions, landscape design and bed & breakfasts. 
Both homeowners and professionals may enter. For 
entry forms, (202) 673-4283. 


RENOVATION COURSES — Starting August 2 and 
August 16. A hands-on approach is used in both 
studio and site work, using student projects and an 
actual building under renovation. Contact: 
Yestermorrow School, PO Box 344, Warren, VT 
05674, (802) 496-5545. 

STENGIL ARTISANS LEAGUE CONVENTION — July 30- 
August 2 at the Sheraton Inn Syracuse in Syracuse, NY. 
94 classes will be offered in stenciling, faux finishes, 
marbling, and wall glazing. Write: Stencil Artisans 
League, Inc. PO Box 920190, Norcross, GA 30092. 
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Building Components 


1. Traditional Wood Columns — From 4 
to 50° diameter, up to 35 long. Matching 
pilasters and 6 styles of capitals. Ventilated 
aluminum plinth and column bases. Custom 
work done. Free catalog. Schwerd Mfg. 


73. Restoration Glass imperfect glass is 
perfect for restoration work. Each sheet is 
made by using the original cylinder method. 
Free brochure. Bendheim Glass. 


113. Chimney Liner — Seals. relines, and 
rebuilds chimneys from inside out with 
poured refractory materials. Especially 
effective for chimneys with bends and 
offsets. Free brochure. National Supafiu 
Systems. 


215. Moisture Vents — Small. screened 
metal louvers, 1° to 6" diameter, release 
moisture trapped in walls, cornices, soffits, 
etc. Just drill holes and press in place. Free 
literature. Midget Louver Co 


242. Classic Columns — For porches and 
pure decoration: Doric, lonic, and Corinthian 
columns sculpted from Ponderosa pine 
with exquisite craftsmanship. Many sizes 
and shapes available. Catalog, $2.25. 
Chadwortn. Inc. 


284. Dumbwaiters — Residential and 
commercial hand-operated Gumbwaiters 
with lifting capacities from 65 to 500 
pounds. Free literature available 
Whitco/Vincent Whitney Co. 


387. Quartersawn Clapboard — Vertical 
grain clapboard which eliminates cupping 
and warping. These clapboards accept 
paint and stain extremely well. True 
representations of Colonial architecture. 
Free brochure. Granville Manufacturing. 


392. Heart Pine Flooring — Specializing in 
reasonably priced heart pine lumber since 
1972. Plank flooring, over 150 years old, 
available. Free brochure. Vintage Pine Co. 


438. Quartersawn Clapboard — The Ward 
family has operated this mill for over 100 
years. Vertical grain clapboard elimates 
warping for extended life. Free brochure. 
Ward Clapboard Mill 


488. Metal Roofing Materials — Producers 
of Terne and Terne Coated Stainless. 
Quality material with a history of proven 
performance is always assured. Free 
catalog. Follansbee Steel. 


492. Design Portfolio — Full-page drawings 
with descriptions of custom crafted 
traditional kitchens, and a color brochure 
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featuring onocation photographs. $10.25. 
The Kennebec Company. 


493. Wood Roofs — Distinctive western 
red cedar heavy butt roof shingles; 
excellent for restoration or new 
construction. Hip/ridge cap and fancy butts. 
Custom orders a specialty. Free literature 
available. Liberty Cedar. 


517. Flooring — Antique pine and American 
hardwood flooring. Stair parts, cabinetry, 
paneling, antique beams. Many species of 
woods are avaliable. Brochure, $1.25. 
Albany Woodworks. 


527. Antique Flooring — Antique wide 
pine flooring. Antique Oak and chestnut are 
also available. Lengths up to 18 feet, 
widths up to 14 inches. Free brochure. 
North Fields Restorations. 


580. Reproduction Hardwood Flooring — 
Authentic parquet borders, strips and full 
floor patterns. Free brochure. Historic 
Floors of Oshkosh. 


603. Building Plans Complete bulidings 
for garage, barns, sheds, and other 
accessory buildings. Garage apartments, 
studio cottages, a Victorian carriage barn, 
and a follo of period fences. Catalog 
Includes illustrated description of available 
blueprint designs, $6.25. Country Designs. 


612. Concrete How-To — A complete do- 
it-yourself manual telling everything you 
need to Know to get professional results 
with concrete, from simple repairs to 
building a foundation. $8.20. Quikrete. 


618. Specialized Tools & Equipment 
Flashband, hoisting equipment, hand tools 
for slate, rooftop safety systems, copper, 
stainiess, and aluminum nails. Free literature. 
Roofmaster Products Company. 


619. Quality Building Products — 
SunDancer Skylights, Roll Vent Attic 
Ventilation System. and a complete line of 
roof drainage products. Free literature. 
Benjamine Obdyke, Inc. 


Decorative Materials 


20. Tin Ceilings 22 original Victorian and 
Art deco tin ceiling patterns. Several 
patterns available by special order in brass 
and/or copper. Cornices, pre-cut miters, 
and center medallions are available. 
Brochure, $1.25. AA Abbingdon Affiliates. 


26. Push-Button Switches — Quality 
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reproductions of push-button light 
switches. Switch plates are available in plain 
brass or ornamented. Brochure, $1.25. 
Classic Accents. 


27. Victorian Roomset Wallpapers — A 
complete collection of Victorian wallpapers 
that you can combine in infinite variations. 
Neo-Grec; Anglo-Japanese; Aesthetic 
Movement. Superb catalog, $10.25. 
Bradbury & Bradbury. 


47. Im Cellings — 22 patterns of tin ceilings 
ideal for Victorian homes and commercial 
interiors. Patterns from Victorian to Art 
Deco. 2'x4' sheets available. Cornices 
available in 4 lengths. Brochure, $1.25. 
Chelsea Decorative Metal 


128. Tin Cellings — Producing richly 
ornamented metal ceilings in turn-of-the- 
century patterns using original dies. Center 
plates, borders, corner plates, cornice, and 
filler plates included. Catalog, $3.25. W.F. 
Norman Corp. 


363. Complete Outfitter — Suppliers of 
goods in endless variety from chamber 
pots to covered wagons. Over 10,000 
items in all. 250-page catalog, $3.25. 
Cumberiand General Store, Inc. 


528. Finely Crafted Cupolas — For 
replication or restoration of historic homes 
and buildings. Hand-seamed copper roofs. 
Reproduction weathervanes in many 
designs also available. Catalog $1.25, 
Denninger Cupolas & Weathervanes. 


617. Wooden Flag Poles — Hand-made, 
white beauties featuring classic designs. 
Ready to install with all accessories 
including custom engraved owner's pique. 
20- and 25-foot lengths. Free color 
brochure. Hennessy House. 


622. Window Spring Counterbalances 
The alternative system to window weights 
and pullies. For double hung windows. 
Efficient and economical. Perfect for 
historic buildings. Free literature. Pullman 
Mfg. Corp. 


9. Replacement Wood Windows — 16- 
page booklet tells what to look for ina 
replacement window, and how to install It. 
Get a thermally efficient geniune wood 
window in almost any size and historic 
shape. Marvin Windows. 


16. Wood Sash — Any size and shape: 
divided ite round top, curved, doubie-hung, 
fixed, casement, or storm sash. Insulated 


glass. shutters, screen doors, and trim 
liustrated brochure, $2.25. Midwest 
Architectural Wood Products. 


32. Wooden Screen & Storm Doors — 
These doors have period look and are 
more thermally efficient than aluminum 
doors. Several styles and all sizes available. 
Catalog, $2.25. Old Wagon Factory. 


53. Wooden Screen Doors Blending 
function. fine craftsmanship, and styling. 
Dozens of innovative styles ranging from 
classic to highly ornamental. Catalog, $3.25. 
Oregon Wooden Screen Door. 


354. Windows & Patio Doors — Full-color 
booklet providing Information on creating 
custom combinations and patio doors, 
energy facts. planning a project, choosing a 
contractor, and basic size charts. A 
complete resource on windows and patio 
doors, free. Andersen Windows. 


31.Rotted Wood Restoration — 2-part epoxy 
system restores rotted wood, So you can save 
historically significant and hard-to-duplicate 
pleces. Repairs can be sawn, drilled, sanded, 
and painted. Free brochure. Abatron. 


365. Fireplace Repair Offering a full line 
of chimney and fireplace maintenance and 
repair products for over 100 years. 
Gaskets, Cleaners, Caulking, patching, and 
specialty paint products. Free catalog. 
Rutland Products. 


439. Molder-Planer Restore old houses 
with the versatile W7 Series Moder / Planer. 
Reproduce railings, sashes, crowns, rails, 
window and door stops, and curved 
molding with chatter free finishes. Free 
information kit. Wiliams & Hussey. 


539. Refinishing Products — Manufacturer 
of paint strippers, clear finishes. lacquers, 
sanding sealers, caulking Compounds, 
linseed oil putty, glazing compounds, Free 
information. Sterling-Clark-Lurton, Corp. 


559. Paints, Preservatives, Stains — Many 
non-toxic, ecologically safe products 
available. Dealers inquiries weicome. Free 
catalog. Eco Design Company. 


595. Rock-Hard Putty — ideal for repairing 
walls, woodwork, and plaster. It can be 
sawed, chiseled, polished, colored, and 
molded. It stays put and will not shrink. Free 
literature. Donaid Durham Company. 


611. Paint Shaver — This patented, 
ecologically-safe power tool strips paint 
from shingles and clapboards. The dust 
collector allows encapsulation of debris for 


retrieval. Free literature. American- 
Internatinal Toot Ind. inc. 


615. Dust-Free Sanding — Vaccuum 
system HEPA filter. Available with the 
Random Orbit sander, half-sheet finish 
sanders, rotary sanders, and the triangular 
sander. Free color brochure available. Fein 
Power Tools Inc. 


Furnishings 
ó 


221. Restored Antique Fans — Restoring 
and selling of fans and parts. Large 
changing inventory. The proprietor wrote a 
book on the history of fans. Detailed 
brochure, $2.25. The Fan Man. 


353. Radiator Enclosures — The durability 
of steel with baked enamel finish in 
decorator colors. More efficient than paint, 
and Keeps drapes, walls, and ceilings clean. 
Free estimates. Free catalog. ARSCO Mfg. 


576. Reproduction Wallpapers 
Reproducing antique wallpapers by silk- 
screen. Sidewall ceiling, border, and corner 
patterns dating from mid-19th to early- 
20th centuries. Catalog, $3.25. Victorian 
Collectibles. 


593. Cotton Shower Curtain — Suppliers of 
Victorian-style, tightly woven 100% cotton 
shower curtains. Duct gets wet, but water 
Stays in the tub. Many more items are also 
offered. Catalog, $1.25. NOPE. 


621. Victorian Furniture — Victorian 
Reproductions at factory-direct prices. 
Catalog $2.25. Heirloom Reproductions. 


Fixtures 


Lighting 


4. Victorian Lighting Fixtures — Authentic 
reproduction Victorian and turn-of-the- 
century electric and gas chandeliers and 
wall brackets. Solid brass with a variety of 
glass shades. Catalog, $5.25. Victorian 
Lighting Works. 


10. Craftsman Lighting — Reproduction 
craftsman chandeliers and sconces fit right 
into any bungalow, mission, foursquare, or 
traditional home. Fixtures in solid brass or 
cast iron Free catalog. Rejuvenation Lamp 
& Fixture Co. 


11. Victorian & Art Deco Lighting — 
Manufacturers of Victorian gas and early 
electric lighting. Original gas lighting through 
the art-deco period. Lighting catalog, $5.25. 
Roy Electric Co. 


334. Chandeliers, Sconces & Candelabra 
Huge collection of lighting fixtures of 
unique design using imported crystal. 


Catalog. $3.75. King’s Chandelier Company. 


400. Lighting Fixtures — Architectural 
ornaments and antiques dating from 
1880 through 1930. Stock reproduction 
iron spiral staircases as well as lighting 
fixtures. Free brochure. Urban 
Archaeology. 


560. Early-American Lighting — 
Reproduction fixtures such as wall 
sconces, Chandeliers, copper lanterns, and 
hall fixtures. Everything is handmade. 
Catalog, $2.25. Gates Moore Lighting. 


Metalwork 


30. Historic Markers — Prociaim your 
home's age with a cast bronze or aluminum 
marker. Manufacturers of plaques for 
National Register, American Bulldings 
Survey, and custom work. Free catalog. 
Smith-Corneit 


55. Custom-Made Plaques — Historic 
markers for indoor or outdoor use. 
Standard solid bronze cast plaques, 7 x 
10°, are $90 plus shipping. Other 
demensions and styles available. Free 
brochure. Erle Landmark. 


13. Victorian Gingerbread — Authentic 
Victorian millwork for interior and exterior: 
porch posts, corner fans, balusters, 
brackets, corbels, headers, gazebos, and 
more. 50-page catalog. $2.00. Vintage 
Wood Works. 


44, Victorian Millwork — |19th-century 
designs in solid oak and poplar: fretwork, 
brackets, corbels, grilles, turnings, and 
gingerbread precision manufactured so 
product groups fit together. Color catalog, 
$4.75. Cumberland Woodcraft. 


294. Plaster Ornament — Ornaments of 
fiber-reinforced plaster. They do 
restoration work and Can reproduce 
existing pleces if a good example is 
supplied. Complete catalog of 1500 Items, 
$15.25. Fischer & Jirouch. 


340. Wood Mouldings — Internationally 
recognized company with over 500 
beautiful wood mouldings. 104-page 
catalog, $5.75. Arvids Historic Woods. 


496. Architectural Accoutrements — 
Embellishments carved in solid woods. 
Catalog available to the trade when 
requested on professional letterhead: 
16506 Avalon Bd. Carson CA 90746. 
Brochure, $1.25. Raymond E Enkeboll 


518. Custom Turnings — Newel! posts, 
porch posts, column bases, fluting, spiral 
rope twist, etc. Custom orders. Catalog, 
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$2.75. Custom Wood Turnings. 


537. Custom Turnings — Manufacturer of 
custom turnings which can be used for 
balusters, newels, finials, porch posts, or 
furniture. Free literature. National Decks. 


620. Custom Mouldings & Millwork 
Doors, windows, curved mouldings. 
cornices, rails, turnings, column bases, and 
more. Any pattern or profile matched. 32- 
page color catalog, $2.25. ML Condon. 


Hardw are 


Plumbing & 
& 


18. Victorian Hardware — A vast selection 
of high-quality 18th- and 19th-century 
reproduction hardware for doors, windows, 
shutters, cabinets, and furniture. High- 
security locks with period appearance. 108- 
page Catalog, $5.25. Bail & Bail. 


159. Custom Brasswork — Featuring 
lighting, hardware, railings, and much more. 
Custom fabrication, repair and refinishing, 
and brass and copper antiques. Brochure 
$1.25. Conant Custom Brass. 


193. Bathroom Fixtures — Turn-of-tne- 
century and country bath decor: brass. 
porcelain, and oak furnishings, both 
reproduction and antique. Complete 
catalog, $3.25. Bathroom Machineries. 


309. Reproduction Brass Showerhead 

A unique 12-inch showerhead which 
generates thousands of waterdrops to 
cover the entire body in a gentle rain. Treat 
yourself to a luxurious shower. Free 
brochure. JB Products. 


397. Hard-To-Find Hardware — Suppliers 
of scarce decorative hardware for doors, 
windows, furniture, and cabinets since 
1916. Knobs, hinges, pulls, and fasteners 
available. All periods from 16th century 
through the 1930s. 227-page catalog, 
$6.75. Crown City Hardware. 


568. Original Architectural items 
Specialists in brass lighting, hardware and 
fireplace accessories, plumbing fixtures and 
accessories, windows, mantels, etc 
Primarily Victorian period, everything is 
cleaned and refurbished. Leasing available 
and always interested in buying. Free 
brochure. Architectural Antiquities. 


608. Showerheads — This big face, country 
club style showerhead drenches you with a 
wide column of water droplets. install into 
standard plumbing. Free brochure. 
Sunflower Shower Company. 


613. Handthrown Pottery Sinks — Durable 
stoneware sinks. Spongeware and floral 
designs add a Charming touch to your 
home. Free 8-page color brochure. Granite 
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Lake Pottery. 


Ser vices 


Restoration Supplies & 


5. Pigeon Control — Get rid of pigeons and 
other birds with inconspicuous stainless steel 
needies that eliminate roosting places with- 
out harming your building. Free brochure. Nix- 
alite of America. 


35. Plaster Washers — These inexpensive 
washers can resecure your loose ceilings 
and walls. Starter packet of 3 dozen 
washers with instructions, $4.75. Charles 
Street Supply. 


312. Chimney Sweeps — Maintenance, 
repair and restoration services. Cleaning, 
internal video inspections, dampers, caps, 
stainless steel and Ahren ‘cast-in-place” 
linings. Free literature. Certified Chimney 
Contractors Inc. 


Your check, including the 


$4.75 
$1.25 
$3.25 
Free 
73. Free 
113. Free 
128.$3.25 
159.$1.25 
193.$3.25 
215. Free 
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334.$3.75 
340.$5.75 
Free 
Free 
363.$3.25 
Free 
384. Free 
Free 
Free 
397.$6.75 
Free 


Free 
492.$10.25 


384. Tub & Sink Refinishing — Porcelain 
refinishing for antiuge tubs, sinks, and 
ceramic tile. Bring the item into the shop, or 
they will work in your home. Also converts 
bathtubs into whirlpools. Free brochure 
Dura Glaze. 


437. Do-it-Yourself Videos — Fine 
homebuilding and woodworking videos 
featuring trim carpentry, cabinetmaking, 
tilesetting, furniture restoration, and more. 
Free brochure. Taunton Press. 


565. Chimney Liners Lifetime 
warranteed, flexible chimney relining pipe. 
UL listed, safe in real-world applications. 
Constructed of 4 interlocked layers of the 
finest certified 304-stainiess steel Brochure, 
$ 1.00. HomeSaver Chimney Liners. 


585. Building Repair Products — 
Manufacturers of interior and exterior 
priming, patching, and sealing products. 
Free literature. Tuff-Kote Company, Inc 


LITERATURE REQUEST FORM 


Cirele the numbers of the items you want, and enclose $3 for processing. We'll forward your re- 
quest to the appropriate companies. They will mail the literature directly to you...which should 
arrive 30 to 60 days from receipt of your request. Price of literature, if any, follows the number. 
processing fee should be made out to Old-House Journal. 


593.$1.25 
595. Free 
603.$6.25 
608. Free 
611. Free 
612.$8.25 
613. Free 
615. Free 
617. 
618. 
619. Free 
620.$2.25 
621.$2.25 
622. 


493. Free 
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517.$1.25 
518.$2.75 
527. Free 
528.$1.25 
537. Free 
539. Free 
559. Free 
560. $2.25 
565.$1.00 
568. Free 
576.$3.25 
580. Free 
585. 


Free 
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Free 
Free 
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REMUDDLING 


[opinion] 


“Could you imagine watching the daily progress on 
your neighbor's house (above) as they create a giant 
nose? I wonder what is on the inside.” asks Glenn 
Vernon of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

“The fly ing buttresses ( left) are some poorly guided 
attempts to modernize this fine old structure,” 
comments Bette A. Axe in Youngstown, Ohio. “Tt 


makes my toes c url when I think about the changes.” 


Pox Proboscis 


ACK IN 1991, WE CALLED ATTENTION TO Foursquare (above) that mystifies onlookers as to its 

appendage-itis, a not-so-rare example purpose. A slide for the kiddies, perhaps? Only the 

of infectious remuddling. Now a new nose knows. The c.1900 Foursquare (inset) — also in 

strain has been spotted: pox pro- Pennsylvania — began suffering from this post-Vic- 

boscis. So far, this modernist malady torian plague in 1980, when it came down with multi- 
seems to afflict only American Foursquares on the ple symptoms (and a bout of shingles). One house 
East Coast. It is easily identified by one or more but- doctor suggests radical schnozz-ectomy as the only 
tresslike beaks protruding from the facade. A most se- restorative treatment. Hopefully, this architectural in- 
vere case is the giant red snout on this Pennsylvania firmity will just run its course. 
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OUND FROM TEXAS TO FLOR 


river valley, the pyramidal or hip-roofed cottage is the 


most picturesque vernacul 


ern Gulf Coast states. The single- 


with hip roof is a basic folk form 
and was typically graced with a 
full-facade porch, ornamented 
by Victorian spindle or jigsaw 
brackets and porch balusters. The 
exteriors are simple, lapped-wood 
siding ofc press, heart pine or 
cedar. In later years, novelty sid- 
ing also became popular. 

These cottages were com- 
monly built in port towns 
between 1870 and 1888 as rental 
units or single-family homes and 
were often inhabited by sailors, 
bar pilots, tugboat captains, and 
their families. A single-family 
home has a narrow side hall with 


| louses 


11 


* 


IDA AND IN THE MISSISSIPPI 


ar house along the south- 


storey, near-square he se 


I he typical single-family pyramidal cottage, 
as shown in top photo, has a center hall floor plan 
with two chimneys above 
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three to four small rooms to one side. Duplex versions 
have more than one entrance door, each opening into a 
room. The floor plan is symmetrical with rooms of equal 
size on both sides of the house, but lacks a hall. 


Influenced by both 


French Colonial at ibbean 
building traditions, pyramidal 
cottages were an efficient 
response to the Gulf Coast's 


nearly tropical environment. The 


cottages were built two to three 
feet above grade on brick piers. 
This cooled the houses and 
raised them above flood waters, 
snakes, and other pests. Howev- 
er, many have been severely 
altered and are almost unrecog- 
nizable or are threatened with 
demolitio 
A JARVIS GODWIN 

Navarre, Florida 


